


Read all about it 

Life goes on without the tabloids1 


By Star Staff Writer 

THIS HAS been an exceptional week for Jordani¬ 
ans; one of many 10 come. The weekly tabloids— 
their front pages smudged with ink. and screaming 
headlines, poignant cartoons and haif naked Italian 
models parading on the back pages—have been 
forced to shut down. 

No more tabloids, and no more hints and insinua¬ 
tions of the abnormal and unusual in our society. 
The quasi-joumalistic products, processed and 


manufactured to sensationalize and tantalize, have 
been banned by official decree. Jordanians are still 
debating whether to celebrate or denounce the 
edict. 

For years the tabloids have been praised and 
cursed, loved and hated, sought and exorcised. The 
paradoxical relationship that Jordanians hud with 
what many called '“yellow journalism" was-indeed 
unique. Or else how did muny of these publications 
last for so long? This is a question that serious jour¬ 


nalists and their worried publishers asked them' 
selves every day. 

To be fair and objective, which is something that 
many of the sensational papers were not, the week¬ 
lies added flavor and tang to a press that was. until 
their debut, accused of being dull.- benign and 
bland. They crossed all sorts of red lines and 
bravely took their readers to where no Jordanian 

Continued on page2 
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A week of intense 
drama ends with 
Yassin’s release 

King’s interevention defuses 
explosive situation after 
attempt on Mashal’s life 


By Raed Al Abed 

Slur Sluff Writer 
THE SERIES of dramatic and 
potentially explosive events of 
the past week have culminated 
with even more drama and 
lesser tension. They started 
with the uttempr. it now 
appears by Israeli Mossad 
agents, on the life of Hamas 
politburo chief in Amman. 
Khafcxi Mashal. on Thursday 
and climaxed with the sudden 
release by Israel of the 
organization's spiritual leader 
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin at dawn 
on Wednesday. In between the 
two major events, secret deals 
and contacts hud taken place, 
most of which were carried out 
at the highest levels. 

The intervention by His 
Majesty King Hussein through 
intensive diplomatic efforts 
succeeded in defusing a crisis 
which could have led to 
violence and confrontation. 
Most dangerous, the King's 
successfully managed to 
prev ent that confrontation from 
spilling into Jordan and the 
region in general. 

Israel’s surprise release of 
Sluekh Yassin was officially 
based on his deteriorating 
health. He was flown in by a 
Jordanian helicopter from 
Israel to the King Hussein 
Medical City where he was 
personally received by the 
King. Israel said it released 
Sheikh Yassin in response to 
.m appeal by King Hussein. 
Israel also released another 
Palestinian prisoner who also 
arrived in Jordan. 

The King on Tuesday had 
called on Israel to free Sheikh 
Yassin and other Palestinian 
prisoners as a step towards 
moving forward the flailing 
Israel-Palestinian peace talk. 
The King's call for the 
\ assin's release came during a 
speech in Zarqa. 

Sheikh Yassin, who is in his 
e.irlv tilK. was arrested in 1 y89 
for allegedly encouraging Ills 
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Sheikh Yassin 

followers to kill Palestinians' 
who cooperated with the 
Israeli occupation. 

The Sheikh is paralyzed in 
ail four limbs, confined to his 
wheelchair and needs help in 
all daily activities. He suffers 
from muscular deterioration, 
chronic breaking problems, 
many internal infections, a 
hearing loss and needs 
constant medical care. 

Political analysts said the 
release of Sheikh Yassin could 
not be separated from events 
that followed the assassination 
attempt on Mashal in Amman 
less than a week before. 

The attack on Mashal, who 
is considered the main political 
leader of Hamas. was 

committed by two foreigners 
holding Canadian passports. 
One of the men apparently hit 
him on the head and injected 
him with an unknown 

chemical substance that later 
disabled the breathing control 
center in his hrain. 

The mysterious "weapon" 
was not found, but the two 
men were arrested after 

Mashal's driver pursued them 
in his car and later clashed 
with them as they were 
attempting to flee. 

Mashal. who is a Jordanian 
citizen, was elected to the 
political polithuro of Hamas 


last year to replace Musa Abu 
Marzook. who was in detention 
in the United Slates at the time. 
Abu Marzook was deported to 
Jordan earlier this year. 

The Canadian embassy in 
Amman refused to comment on 
the incident, and referred The 
Star to the Foreign Ministry in 
Canada, in a telephone call to 
Ottawa. Canada. the 
spokesman of the Foreign 
Ministry in Ottawa. Rodney 
Moore, could only confirm to 
The Star that “the two men are 
carrying Canadian passports.” 
He added that they had refused 
the assistance of the Canadian 
Consular in Jordan. 

"They refused our offers to 
provide them with a lawyer, a 
doctor, and they even refused 
an offer to inform their families 
in Canada,” Mr Moore said. 

Mashal's condition has been 
described by his doctors as 
stable and he is expected to 
leave the. King Hussein 
Medical City in the coming two 
days. Doctors were unable to 
diagnose or treat his condition 
in the first 48 hours and news 
about a secret deal under which 
Israel was forced to hand in un 
antidote to the poisonous 
chemical agent could not be 
confirmed. 

But for Jordan, the attack on 
Mashal was a serious and on 
unexpected incident. The 
attempt on his life came one 
week after two Israeli embassy 
guards were shot at by 
unknown assailants. While 
Hamas denied any connection 
to the attack. Israel, on the 
other hand, accused the Islamic 
resistance movement of being 
behind the attack. It is not clear 
if the attempt on Mashal's life 
was an Israeli response to the 
embassy incident. 

But Jordanian officials 
expressed their fear that the 
conflict between Hamas, which 
has been waging a bloody war 
against occupation, and Israel 

Continued on page 2 



ARABIAN PUREBREDS—Iraqi painter AIi Al Mi’mar poses next a painting of Arabian 
- hones, one of many he is exhibiting currently in Amman (see story on page 3). The exhibition 
coincides with the opening this week of the 8th Arabian Horse Festival, which is organized by 
the Royal Jordanian Equestrian Federation and the Royal Jordanian Society for Arabian 
Horses, under the patronage of HRH Princess Alia bint Al Hussein. The festival which ends 
on Friday, kicked off on Tuesday at the Royal Racing Club with six races for Arabian horses 
from Jordan, Qatar and Syria competing for prizes worth $28,000 sponsored by the president 
of the United .Arab Emirates and the UAE’s Equestrian Federation. The remaining events, 
which will take place at the Royal Stables in Al Hununar include a dressage event, horse- 
jumping and beauty competition in which 220 horses from Jordan, Syria, UAE. Palestine, Qa¬ 
tar and the US will be judged by international experts. (Photo FuadJbour) 


Israeli, Palestinian 
leaders agree to 
resume peace talks 


Weekly newspapers take their 
case to court, political parties 
lash at suspension decision 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
THE FAMOUS Abu AIi news 
kiosk in downtown Amman 
misses the crowds. Because of 
the forced suspension of the 
publication of 13 weekly news¬ 
papers loyal readers have 
slopped coming. However, the 
kiosk continues to service read¬ 
ers from other Arab nationali¬ 
ties. particularly Egyptians, 
who flock in to buy their favor¬ 
ite Egyptian tabloids and other 
papers coming from home. At a 
bookshop few hundred meters 
on the opposite side of Abu 
Alt's kiosk, visitors and tourists 
have access to ail sorts of Euro¬ 
pean tabloids and other news¬ 
papers and magazines. 

In fact many Arab and for¬ 
eign newspapers are available 
in different bookshops in the 
country. But the Jordanian tab¬ 
loids are not there anymore. 
They are busy fighting for their 
survival in the courts. 



The suspension of the 13 
weekly papers, for failing to 
meet the capital requirements 
of the new press law, will ren¬ 
der no less than 200 editors, 
reporters, photographers and 
designers jobless. 

The weeklies say they have 


adjusted their capital registra¬ 
tion under the law. But the 
Press and Publication Dept, 
ses and says the JD 
working capital roust 
be paid in fulL 

Continued On page 2 


By Norman Kempster 
UNITED NATIONS—Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders revived 
their stalled peace process 
Monday, agreeing to resume 
direct talks on implementing 
existing accords and to start 
new bargaining to clear the 
way for negotiations over the 
final status of the land that 
both claim as their ancestral 
home. 

US Secretary of State Made¬ 
leine Albright, who mediated 
the agreement between Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy 
and Palestinian negotiator 
Mahmoud Abbas, said it has 
“arrested the downward spi¬ 
ral” of relations in the Middle 
East. Albright characterized 
the agreement as “a medium 
step” in the diplomatic process 
and added that she was “more 
hopeful today than yesterday” 
over the prospects for Middle . 
East peace. 

Observers say that if both 
sides approach the parallel 
negotiations with goodwill, 
they could lead to a complete 
settlement But in substance, 
the steps are little more than 
an agreement to talk about 
additional talks. The process 
remains extremely fragile and 
could be stalled again by a ter¬ 
rorist bomb or new Israeli set¬ 
tlement activity. 

Levy and Abbas specifically 
agreed to resume talks next 
week in the Middle East over 
implementation of the peace 
agreement signed on the White 
House lawn in 1993. Those 
talks are expected to focus on 
the creation of an airport and 
seaport in Pales tim an¬ 

con trolled territory and on safe 
passage for Palestinians across 
Israel between the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Talks are to begin in Wash¬ 
ington the week of OcL 12 that 
focus on a much broader 
agenda, including: 

■ Continued cooperation 
against terrorism. 

■ Further redeployments of 
Israeli forces in the West 
Bank, having the effect of 
transferring more territory 
from Israeli to Palestinian 
control. 

■ Defining a “timeout,” 
suggested by Albright, on pro¬ 
vocative sups by either side. 

■ Acceleration to a mutu¬ 
ally agreed target dare of talks 
about the permanent status of 
the territory captured by Israel 
in the 1967 Mideast War. 

On the issue that means the 
most to Israel, the Palestinian 


Authority pledged Monday u> 
expand its cooperation with 
Israeli police on security and 
cou nterterrori sm uieusu res. 

But the agreements were fiir 
more vague on mutters at the 
top of the Palestinian wish list. 

Although Levy agreed to 
open talks on Albright's cal! 
for a "timeout" on provocative 
actions, he refused to commit 
Israel to suspend the expansion 
of West Bank and Gaza settle¬ 
ments. to stop confiscating 
land and to slop demolishing 
Palestinian homes. Reading a 
. statement agreed to by Levy 
and Abbas. Albright sard: "We 
all recognized that security is » 
critical foundation for moving 
the peace process forward. The 
Israeli and Palestinian sides 
agreed to enhance their bilai- 
' oral security cooperation in the 
fight against terror." 

Abbas underlined the Pales¬ 
tinian commitment, telling 
reporters. “In order to guaran¬ 
tee the success for the 
endeavor, we must pave the 
way by stepping up our coop¬ 
eration ... in the light against 
violence and terror.” Accord¬ 
ing to Israeli television. Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu's government is espe¬ 
cially pleased that the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority finally has 
started rounding up the “big 
fish” among the leaders of 
organizations blamed for sui¬ 
cide bombings this summer in 
Jerusalem that derailed the 
peace process. 

The report said that the 
arrests include 15 of the top 28 
people whom Israel has 
wanted detained. When negoti¬ 
ations begin next week on 
implementing the 1993 
accords. Levy and Abbas will 
serve as co-chairmen of the 
talks. Albright said. She said 
that the Israelis and the Pales¬ 
tinians have not yet named 
their delegations to the negoti¬ 
ations in Washington the fol¬ 
lowing week. 

The objective of the Wash¬ 
ington talks is to accelerate 
“final status" negotiations, 
which the 1993 accords envi¬ 
sioned occurring after a five- 
year interim period of limited 
Palestinian self-rule. Final 
status issues include whether 
the Palestinians will be 
allowed to establish an inde¬ 
pendent state, the borders of 
such a state, water rights and 
—perhaps most emotional of 
ail—the future of Jerusalem. 

Albright said that Levy and 

Continued on page 2 
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By Richard C. Paddock 
KAZBEGI CHECKPOINT. 
Georgia—Truck driver Taimu¬ 
raz Taimazov heats his spaghetti 
with a blowtorch. His kitchen 
table is a plank by the side of 
the road, and he sleeps in his 
cab in a long line of trucks 
parked near the Russian border. 

For the past five weeks, the 
trucker has 
been stuck in 
this narrow 
mountain pass 
in a dispute 
with his native 
Russia, but he 
never lacks for 
something to 
drink: He is 
hauling 30 ions 
of nearly pure alcohol. 

"I've been sitting here for 
more than a month," said Tai¬ 
mazov. who has broken open 
his shipment to help puss the 
time. ’If the alcohol 

was bad. we'd be dead by 
now" 

To Georgian authorities. Tai- 


Russia puts lid on illegal Vodka shipments 


sneak 


Wor 

Repo 


mazov and his fellow drivers 
arc law-abiding drivers carrying 
legitimate cargo. But to Russia, 
they are smugglers trying to 
ethyl alcohol 
across the border 
for the manufac¬ 
ture of low-grade, 
illegal—and some¬ 
times lethal— 
vodka. 

Russian offi¬ 
cials say the illegal 
trade in alcohol is 
costing the gov¬ 
ernment nearly $6 
million a day in 
lost tax revenues and contribut¬ 
ing to a souring increase in 
deaths across the nation from 
the consumption of poisonous 
moonshine vodka. 

In mid-July. Russia closed its 
bolder with Georgia to trucks 
hauling un taxed and unlicensed 
alcohol. As a result, hundreds of 



Russian and Georgian trucks 
have been stuck for” weeks at a 
time in a no man's land at the 
Kazbegi bonder post, unable to 
enter Russia and unwilling to 
head back into Georgia. 

"You call this a life?" asked 
Tamazi Khutashvili. a Georgian 
trucker stranded at a checkpoint 
where he has always been able 
to cross with shipments of alco¬ 
hol. "We've been stuck here a 
month and a half already. We 
haven't got any patience left 
We're like madmen" 

Russia's refusal, to allow the 
alcohol into the country— 
unusual enough in itself-—has 
touched off a heated dispute 
with Georgia and created a 
bizarre scene at the Kazbegi 
bonder crossing, where truckers 
camp, drink and slaughter sheep 
for dinner near the ruins of a 
12th century castle. 

Georgian officials estimate 


that at least 500 trucks—and 
possibly more than 1,000—have 
been blocked from entering 
Russia, depriving the world's 
most ardent drinkers of 10.000 
to 20.000 tons of alcohol- ' 

In a nationwide radio address. 
Russian President Boris N. Yelt¬ 
sin defended the decision to 
keep out the trucks, saying that 
the production of illicit vodka in 
Russia is undermining legiti¬ 
mate, taxpaying distilleries and 
costing the government the 
equivalent of SI72 million a 
month in lost tax revenues. 

“State control over the alco¬ 
hol market has virtually been 
lost." Yeltsin declared. - “I 
demand that order be introduced 
in the manufacture and sole of 
alcohol". 

in Soviet times, the president 
said, taxes on alcohol contrib¬ 
uted 25 percent of Russia' 5 'bud¬ 
get Today, the amount has fal¬ 


len to just 5 percent. Funds that 
once supportixf the government 
now finance a vast network of 
bootlegging and other criminal 
activity, he said. 

"The money goes to those 
who evade taxes for the manu¬ 
facture or import of alcohol,” 
Yeltsin said “The money also 
goes to corrupt staffers of law 
enforcement, to officials, and a 
great number of .them profit, 
from this business” 

Until Russia began its block¬ 
ade. bootleggers were importing 
ethyl alcohol from at least 17 
countries, including the United 
States and Canada. Typically, 
they would dilute the 96 percent 
pure alcohol with water, bottle It 
to look like legitimate brands of 
vodka, ship it xo cities .around 
the country and sell it at stores 
and sidewalk kiosks. 

■ Russian officials say that 70 
percent of all vodka sold In the 


country is now produced ille¬ 
gally in North Ossstia—a.repub¬ 
lic in southern 

Russia near the Georgian bor¬ 
der where most of the stranded 
trucks were bound. 

With so much alcohol being 
produced without even token 
state inspections or health regu¬ 
lations, the number of deaths 
from alcohol poisoning has 
nearly tripled in the past five 
years, Yeltsin said - 

Officially.' the government 
estimates that 35,000 Russians 
died from alcohol poisoning last 
year—and some analysts put the 
number at many thousands 
more. . Episodes of mass poisorv- 
ings from , tainted alcohol have 
become commonplace. Spot 
checks of vodka sold from street 
kiosks have found that up to 50 
percent is unfit for consumption, 
Yeltsin said . 


While the Georgian govern¬ 
ment does not question Russia's 
right to halt the shipment of 
alcohol into the country, it is not 
happy about the way its giant 
neighbor is carrying out its new 
policy. 

Instead of following the com¬ 
mon practice of letting trucks 
reach the border post, inspecting 
them and seizing any illicit 
cargo. Russia has forced the 
trucks to remain on the Geor¬ 
gian side. - 

“They should be dealing with 
the problem on their side of the 
border, not ours." protested Val¬ 
ery Chkheidze, chief of Geor¬ 
gia's border guards. 

The heavily loaded vehicles 
have taken up residence in the 
steep Caucasus Mountain gorge 
along the Terek River, parking 
in tunnels and on both sides of 
the roadway. Georgian officials 
worry that the huge quantity of 
highly flammable alcohol could 
result in a disastrous explosion 
permanently shutting down the 
main road that leads,, ■ 
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A week of intense drama ends with 
Sheikh Yassin’s release 




2 October 1997 


Con tinned from page 1 

be moving to Jordanian 

son. 

While the initial reaction of 
U1 ® official Jordanian 
■spokesman was to deny an 
assassination attempt. the 
government later admitted that 
Mashal was the target of the 
attack. 

While there is no official 
confirmation, the finger now 
points to the Israeli Mossad. 
Unconfirmed reports say His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan flew to Israel on 
Sunday to confront Benjamin 
Netanyahu with “hard 
evidence” proving that Mossad 
was responsible. Such an attack 
is a stark violation of the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty. 

Meanwhile. Hamas was not 
waiting for official reports, (t 
accused Israel of attempting to 
®*Poa the conflict to the 
■■outside'' by liquidating Hamas 
leaders in Jordan. The group 
said Israel would “pay dearly" 
lor Thursday's assassination 
attempt. 

However, extensive efforts 
by the King and Prince Hassan 
were paramount in reducing the 
tensiun. 

Prince Hassan travelled to 
the United States Tuesday on 
an unscheduled visit to deliver 



Mashal bed-ridden at King Hussein Medical City 


a message from King Hussein 
to President Clinton. Informed 
sources said the Prince carried 
a file to present to the 
American leadership about the 
outcome of investigations with 
Mashal's attackers. which 
according to sources implicated 
the Mossad. 

Political analysts in Jordan 
said Yassin's release may be 
part of a deal in which the 
Jordanian government would 
release the two men accused in 
Lhe Mcsha 1 attack. On Tuesdav. 


lawyers said Jordanian 
prosecutors were treating that 
case as attempted murder. 

Lawyer Hussein Mjali who 
filed a law suit on behalf of 
Masha] excluded that the 
assailants would be released 
soon. “It is illegal to release the 
suspects before ending the 
investigations." He added that 
"the investigations are still in 
progress." 

In a statement released by 
the information office of 
Hamas the movement said 


“Jordan’s efforts are highly 
appreciated” Many of Hamas' 
political leaders outside 
Palestine are Jordanian citizens, 
including Mashal. Ibrahim 
Ghosheh. Hamas' spokesman 
and Mohamad Nazal the 
representative of Hamas in 
Amman. 

Analysts said Jordanian 
diplomacy also succeeded in 
improving relations with lhe 
movement whose spokesman. 
Ibrahim Ghosheh, was released 
last week after two weeks in 
custody in Jordan. 

However, the Palestinian 
National Authority criticized 
the release, colling it an 
“expulsion." and lhe Sheikh’s 
son said his father had refused 
several Israeli offers to release 
him outside the Palestinian 
territories. 

In Amman. Dr Musa Abu 
Murzooq said that he was 
assured by King Hussein 
during a telephone coll. 
Wednesday, that Sheikh Yassin 
arrived to Jordan for medical 
treatment and then would 
return to his homeland 
whenever he wants, without 
any objection from any party. 

According to Abu Marzooq 
the King denied that the anival 
of Sheikh Yassin to Jordan was 
actually an expulsion. ■ 


NMC 
launches 
new musical 
season with 
piano recital 

■ The National Music 
Conservatory (NMCV 
Noor A( Hussein Founda¬ 
tion will launch its 1997/ 
98 musical season on 
Sunday 5 October at the 
RCC. The event will fea¬ 
ture the famous Russian 
pianist Victor Bunin. 

Prof. Bunin graduated 
from the Moscow Con¬ 
servatoire in 1981. He 
teaches at the Moscow 
Conservatoire Music Col¬ 
lege. He has given reci¬ 
tals in America. Europe 
and Asia. In his Amman 
recital. Bunin will per¬ 
form pieces by Schu¬ 
mann. Chopin. Debussy 
and Ravel. 

October will witness 
three mare musical activ¬ 
ities with concerts by the 
National Music Conser¬ 
vatory. under the baton 
of Jordanian conductor 
Rida Murtada. and from 
Germany, the Hannover 
Boys Choir, comprised of 
70 singers, and the 
Orchestra of the NMC, 
under the baton of profes¬ 
sor Heinz Hcnnig. 



Concorde arrives in Amman 
Friday on 10th Anniversary visit 

THE BRITISH. Airways Concorde Arrives in Amman 
tomorrow. Friday, for its tenth visit since 19S7. Hie Con¬ 
corde will be canying 100 passengers who have been treated 
to three days of sightseeing since the Concorde landed in 
Aqaba on Wednesday. The six-day excursion in Aqaba and 
Amman will take the : passengers to many tourist sights 
including Petra, Taybet Zaman. Wadi Rum, Jerash. and the 
Dead Sea. 

Mr. Jan Knou. Managing Director at Goowood Travel 
Lfd-. the company that organises these “Flights of Fantasy" 
trips in conjunction with British Airways, commented on the 
trip's popularity by saying." The main attraction to Jordan is 
not only the tourist sight that people the work! over have 
heard about and long to see. but also the fun aspect that few 
know about. our program for the Concorde passengers is 
filled with many surprises that many visitors do not antici¬ 
pate and are not told of before-fand.” One couple. Mr and 
Mrs Robert Percival. has chosen- the Jordan trip to celebrate 
their 40th wedding anniversary. 

The Concord's thunderous roar can be heard as it 
approaches Queen Alia's International Airport at 4 pm on 
Friday afternoon to condnuc what is sure to be an unforget¬ 
table journey for its passengers. ■ 
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Jordan’s apple farmers 
exhibit produce at annual fair 

!v IhtlSSIVn Awirlat Tlia __ 


By Ibtisam Awidat 

Special to The Star 
THE SECOND Annual Jorda¬ 
nian Apple Fair, organized by 
the National Center for Agri¬ 
cultural Research and Tech¬ 
nology Transfer (NCARTT). 
opened on Wednesday at the 
Professional Associations 
Complex. 

More than 10 farmers are 
displaying no less than 50 
types ol apples that are now 
grown in Jordan at the three- 
day expo. NCARTT director 
Ismail Tweisi said the expo 
aims at encouraging organi¬ 
cally raised appfe trees. He 
added that NCARTT was 
against the use of chemical 
fertilizers. 


The annual exhibition offers 
a rate chance for those who are 
interested in plantine apples to 
examine the products and 
methods of local apple farmers. 
"Our target is to show those 
farmers the proper ways that 
should be used in arranging 
and packaging their products," 
Mr Tweisi said. 

Also the center has prepared 
many working papers on meth¬ 
ods and ways for planting, 
picking and packaging apples. 

Tweisi added that Jordanian 
apples can now compete with 
European apples and that farm¬ 
ers can become competitive if 
they if they adopt modern 
methods concerning planting 
and packaging.. 


French & Arabic Language Courses™ 

for the following roureesT~~~ 
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French f o r Children J Specialised French for Be ginners 
^Arabic Courses for Beginner & Advanced Levels 


Registration until Sunday October 5th & courses start on Monday October i 

_ (Fees: 70 JD) _ 

[Amman, Jet# Lwdbd^^^ - 636 445HPl2W 

■ Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

ji.The National Music Conservatory 

* Presents 


ino Recital 

CTO-R 

JNIN : 

tober 1997 - 8:00 pjn. 
rral Center-Main Theatre 


In die program 
famous pieces. by 
Schumann, Chopin, 
Debussy and Ravel 


Ticket: JD 7 
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Tickets available at: 

- Ahhita-Abeh Superstore^ ceL 688461 

- Afissar Flowers.* Del. 5527695 ’ •“ 

- Babidte. teL 661322 
-CaffaMoka, id. 856285 .. 

- Philadelphia Hotel. teL 607100_ j._; _ 

-Safeway.teL6853IJ._ . i ’ 

- The Royal Cultural Center, cel. 669026 

- The National Music Conservatory, teL 687620 



Weekly newspapers take their case to court , 
political parties lash at government 



The exhibition is not only 
displaying apples but today. 
Thursday it is going to mark 
the scientific day for apples to 
make farmers and consumers 
aware of modem methods used 
in growing and packing and 
finally marketing the produce. 

. Dr Kamel AI Radaydeh. a 
visitor and an apple farmer, 
said the fair is well organized. 

Another participant pointed 
that the main problem facing 
apple farmers in Jordan, mainly 
in the Shobak .mountainous 
area, is foreign imports. Yous- 
sel'Gheeth. a farm owner and a 
participant stressed "our local 
products can meeL demand and 
we don't need imported apples 
to compete with our awn." ■ 


Continoed from page 1 

The High Court of Justice on 
Tuesday rejected a plea by 
seven weeklies to overturn the 
government's decision until a 
final hearing. The weeklies will 
have to wait until the court 
decides whether the govern¬ 
ment's decision was legal or 
not. The case will take no less 
than a month and may drag 
even longer. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan Press 
Association has criticized the 
government's decision and 
accused it of failing to abide by 
its own law. It said that when 
the amended law was passed 
the JPA stood against it. but 
now tl asks the government to 
stick to the letter of the law. 

Article 24 of the law says 
weekly papers must have a reg¬ 
istered capital of JD 300,000. 
Most of the weeklies were able 
to obtain certificates from the 
Ministry of Trade and industry 
proving that their "registered" 
capital was indeed that sum. 

In a meeting at JPA’s head¬ 
quarters this week, publishers 
and editors of the suspended 
papers promised to take the 
government to court. Mr Huss¬ 


ein Mjali. president of the Jor¬ 
danian Lawyers Association. 
Mr Najeeb Al Rashdan. presi¬ 
dent of the Arab Human 
Rights Organization in Jotdan 
and a former cheif of the Court 
of Cassation have agreed to 
represent the newspapers. 

Opposition parties and other 
civic institutions have also 
come to the defence of the 
weeklies describing the gov¬ 
ernment action as another 
blow to the democratic process 
and to the freedom of expres¬ 
sion in the country. In a state¬ 
ment released to the press ear¬ 
lier this week, the 12-party 
opposition alliance described 
the suspension move as “a 
political decision" against the 
democratic process in the 
country. It said the move 
unveiled plans to pass other 
laws aimed at undermining 
political parties and profes¬ 
sional associations in the 
country. 

Under the law. suspended 
publications have until-mid 
November to comply or risk 
cancellation of their licenses. 
The political parties' newspa¬ 
pers were excluded from the 


Life goes on without 
the tabloids! 


Continued from page 1 

has gone before. 

The problem with the tab- 
lojds is that they were every¬ 
thing lo everybody. Political 
opposition found refuge in 
their pages after being chased 
away by the more "responsi¬ 
ble" dailies. But those very 
same pages offered stories 
about sex, crime, violence and 
all the unorthodox things that 
we never thought could hap¬ 
pen in our midst. In Fact many 
of them did not happen in our 
midsL. But who cares? 

Not all of them had stooped 
that low. But publishers 
wanted to sell more copies and 
issues and events dictated edi¬ 
torial policies. 

One can say that readers 
used the tabloids as much as 
the tabloids used the readers. 
The tabloids were bought to 
entertain on tedious bus rides 
home—hut rhey were never 
allowed into the home. They 
were read by university stu¬ 
dents during recess, but 
always ended up in the trash 
can. These were not the kind 


of “reference” material that 
people kept for good informa¬ 
tion. They were as disposable 
as tissue paper, watermelon 
seeds, matchboxes and baby 
diapers. If anything, they 
instilled zest into an otherwise 
prosaic and predictable life. 

But some tried to be faithful 
to a message, an ideal—or so 
they portrayed themselves to 
be. The fact is some were liv¬ 
ing in the sixties while others 
were not living at all. Some 
wanted to ride the wave, while 
others were looking for a 
wave to ride. 

So why make them into 
martyrs? If the tabloids were 
still alive today they would 
have speculated, predicted, 
judged and prejudged. No one 
likes to see a paper forced to 
fold, so how about 13 papers 
at one go? Right or wrong, the 
tabloids had "become part of 
our lives like 2 pm traffic jams 
and Friday outings on the Air¬ 
port Road. Will they be 
missed? Nothings lasts for¬ 
ever. Jordanians must try to 
cope and life goes on! ■ 


government decision. Only 
three party newspapers remain 
today: Al Nahdha of the 
National Constitutional Party. 
Al Jamaheer of the Commu¬ 
nist Party. Al Ahali of the left¬ 
ist People's Democratic Party. 

“I think that the govern¬ 
ment should have been much 
more patient, the exercise 
should have been given more 
time." said Mr Ibrahim Izzed- 
din. a former minister of infor¬ 
mation. He added that “you 
cannot solve the problems of 
the freedom of the press hy 
imposing new laws.” Mrlzze- 
din. who had a hand in draw¬ 
ing up the Press and Publica¬ 
tions Law of 1993. believes 
that dialogue between the gov¬ 
ernment and the press is essen¬ 
tial to solve problems. 

“I think the freedom of the 
press is something that vou 
have to lake in its totality." he 
said. “I strongly believe that 
the government’s ded- 
sion.Jaws, any laws would 
not, at the end of the day, 
determine the position of the 
press, [or its] freedom which is 
always determined by society 
itself, by the needs of society 
and by the limitations that 
could be imposed on the press 
by the society itself.” 

According to Mr Nidal 
Mansour, editor-in-chief of Al 
Haddath weekly, editors are 
optimistic that the court will 
stand by the weekly press. 
“We will not give up.” Man- 
sour said. 

The suspension decision 
coincided with moves by a 
group of Jordanian journalists 
to establish a media institution 
whose objective is to protect 


the freedom of the press and 
help in developing the journa¬ 
listic profession. The Arab 
Media Institution, an indepen¬ 
dent non-governmental body, 
publishes a monthly newsletter 
focusing on local and Arab 
media, press freedom. 

Founder of (he Arab Media 
Institution. Mr George Hawat- 
meh. described the recent 
move against the weekly press 
as "tragic" because "we in Jor¬ 
dan who arc trying to democra¬ 
tize and open up to the world 
should not resort to such legis¬ 
lations [the temporary press 
law].” 

“We ail know that there are 
prohlems, but I think the 
advantages that wc had in hav¬ 
ing weekly newspapers, even 
the tabloid ones, were much 
bigger than the disadvantages." 
Mr Hawatmeh. who is also the 
Editor-in-Chief of the daily 
Jordan Tunes , said. 

“You can not isolate free¬ 
dom of the press from the gen¬ 
eral political and economic 
problems that we are lacing." 
be added. “I think there should 
have been every effort on the 
part of the government and the 
press to realize that we were 
heading towards a collision 
course and that it should have 
been avoided.” 

The solution, as Mr Hawai- 
meh sees it. is that “the gov¬ 
ernment should understand 
that although there are prob¬ 
lems that accompany demo¬ 
cratic growth and develop¬ 
ment, the best way to handle 
them is to look at the positive 
results that are achieved and 
not to focus on the negative 
aspects.” ■ 
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• There Is no greater gift to present to the future genera- 
txm than a dean and healthy environment. On 26 Septem¬ 
ber, Hotel In ter.Continental Jordan joined the Clean Up 
the World Campaign initiated by the Jordan Environ¬ 
ment Society (JES) to try and deliver that gift. Employees 
of the hotel brought their families and headed to Dibeen 
to give an extra hand in collecting tons of solid waste 
(plastic goods, bottles, cans, paper, etc.). The campaign 
was an opportunity for organizations to build awareness, 
on the importance of protecting the environment. 
Inter.Continental Hotels across the world have developed 
environmentally friendly approaches In almost all their 
departments. In maintaining an eco-consdous staff. Hotel 
Inter-Continental Jordan has many in-house programs 
such as recycling, waste control, and electricity 
conservation. 

Israeli, Palestinian leaders 
agree to resume peace talks 

Continued from page 1 other measures the Palestinians 

Abbas agreed that any Time- f e 2f d provocative—Israeli 
our should last for the dura- realize that they will 

tion of the final status talks. *I av ® 10 take such steps if the 
which could be a year or less o nal statu s talks are to succeed, 
or could drag on for decades. ^Nevertheless. ^officials con- 
But she said rhat there was no the Palestinians had 

agreement *on what the timeout a 100112 specific Israeli 

should encompass. A senior commitment on settlements 
US official said later that—- were able to obtain. ■ 

although Israel, had not com- . 

mined ' itself to a freeze on set- Times- Washington Post 

dements, land confiscation and - ■ News Service 
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I f By Marwan Al Asmar 

I Islamists, 

I were to 
J next? 

I I THE LATEST unnouncc- 
I I ment by Islamic Action 
I I Front (IAF) female mcm- 
I I ber. Nuwal Al Faouri. not 
I I to abide by her party’s 
I I boycott decision is a fur- 
I I thcr proof that the movc- 
I I mem is going through 
j I hard times because nf its 
I I historic and now contro- 
I I versiat stand on the cicc- 
| I tions. It also means that 
I I increasing members of 
I I both the Muslim Brothcr- 
I I hood and the IAF now 
I I believe that the boycott 
I I decision is viewed us a 
I strategic mistake that is 
I creating political turmoil 
I among the rank and file. 

I Al Fitouri. a member of 
I the IAF Shura Council. 

I I says plainly that the dcci- 
1 I I sion was not carefully 
j I studied, came at a late 
I I stage and was therefore 
I I short-sighted. Like a num- 
j| her of other members, the 
I first woman in the council 
1 I points out that she is 
I I actively considering run- 
I I ning for the elections. 

I This may he the most 
I I serious criticism yet and 
j I could point out to an open 
{ I rift within the movement, 
j I Bassam Al Umoush and 
I I Abdallah AI Akicleh. tra- 
I I ditionally the most prag- 
I I malic in the movement, j 
I I are today joined hy such j 
| I people like IAF General I 
I Secretary Ishaq Al Furhan I 
I I and Hamza Mansour in I 
I I openly criticizing the boy- I 
I I entt decision. Although I 
I they tire willing to abide I 
I by what the majority has I 
I decided, they arc express- I 
I ing doubts about the wis- | 
I dom of such a decision. I 
I These names also I 
I I clearly suggest that the I 
I I rift, which could gain tor- I 
I I ther momentum as wc go | 
I I into the elections cam- I 
I paign. may have its basis I 
I I in the relationship I 
I between the Muslim I 
I I Brotherhood, the religious I 
I I reference for the main- I 
I I stream Islamic movement I 
I I in Jordon, and the IAF. its I 
I political arm. I 

I Over the past couple of | 
j I years the Muslim Broth- | 

[ I erhood has been acting I 
I from the background, tak- I 
I ing a back seat and allow- I 
I ing IAF deputies to shine | 

I under the limelight. The I 
I Brotherhood came to be I 
I regarded as an organize- I 
I tion involved in spiritual I 
I and charitable work only. | 

I But their decision back I 
I in July proved otherwise. | 

I that they could stretch I 
I their muscles if they want | 

I as they are the real power I 
I brokers behind the | 

I scenes. In this since loo. | 

I they are not only the final I 
I arbitrators, but also the I 
I decision-makers, and can I 
I even over-rule the recom- I 
I mendations of the Islamic I 
I Action Front. I 

I But this is ail very well I 
I in. theory. The Muslim | 

I Brotherhood's position as I 
I a reference point for the I '4 
I IAF is already taking its I ’ 
I toil on the Islamists poli- I 
I ticians who now see I 
| things differently from I 
their spiritual leaders. I 
The internal rift inside I 
I the IslamisL movement I 
has given the government I 
more room for maneuver I 
in the latest crisis. As it I 
appears the Islamists I 
have won nothing from I 
their their latest show- I 
down with the | 
government. I 

The government is I 
now eyeing with interest | 
the result of this latest I. u 
crisis inside the Islamists | m 
ranks, adopting die usual I r 
wait and see policy. | 

For their part, it can I 
safely be said that the I 
Islamists have cornered | 
themselves in the tightest I 
position because of their I 
rigid demands— | 

cancellation of the Jor- I 
dan-lsracli peace treaty. I 
no to normalization, and I 
call for electoral reform. I 
Indeed, it is now the I 
government's turn to I 
bask in the sun. They I 
have succeeded, albeit I 
unintentionally, to con- I 
tain the Islamists, white I 
running a free elections I 
*at have independent I 
Islamists, leftists, nation- I 
alists and Baathists to I 
contest seats for the next I 
Lower House of parlia- I fc 
merit,* •• ¥ 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan AlAsmar 


It’s Unbelievable-. They 
should have another desk to 
put these ugly things on! 



More NCP resignations 

■ They are at it again and in droves. This week another 25 
members of the National Constitutional Party resigned 
from the Aqaba and Karak branches. What is disturbing, at 
least to NCP followers, is that these members held 
leadership positions in these areas. Their departure comes 
soon after the resignations of top boss Akef Al Fayez and 
another batch of 25 members from the Irbid area last week. 
Those who submitted their resignations, in a letter to the 
General Secretary of the NCP Mr Abdel Hadi Af Majali, 
expressed dismay at what they described as 
“individualism, monopoly, authoritarianism, and 
condescension” within the framework of the party. To top 
it all, the head of the political section of party in the Jeresh 
branch also resigned this week. 

What, another one! 

ft is nice to know that there is zeal left in the Jordanian 
party political system. Despite the splits, the breakaways 
and anguish, there are still people who are willing to give it 
a go. The Jordanian Labor Party is right now under 
formation, and just waiting for the Interior Ministry to give 
it die go ahead. According to its Secretary General, Mazen 
A! Khataibeb. the party, which has a 100 founding 
members and is based in Irbid believes in development, 
peace and service to tire nation. 

Gang caught In Zerqa 

Police caught a gang of car thieves that has been operating 
in the Zerqa area since 1984. The gang of three is accused 
of stealing tens of cars since the three members became 
open for business! The gang was finally caught red 
handed. The police said that after stealing a vehicle, the 
thieves would dismantle the car and sell it as spareparts. 

September rains... 

As usual it seemed that people were not prepared for the 
rain that fell on the country. Last Sunday, and in just one 
day, a total of 150 cars collided on Iordan’s wet and 
slippery roads. These resulted in the deaths of eight people 
and at least 100 injuries. Although road accidents were 
reported all over the Kingdom, one of the worst occurred 
in Jerash where a bus accident killed five people and 
injured 45. . 

Murder in Al Ashrafiya 

An unidentified man has stabbed and killed a 1 6 -year old 
pupil near his school in Al Ashrafiya before running away. 
Police are still looking for the assailant. The reason behind 
the attack is still unknown. 

Trade Union Federation rejects 
Histadrut overtures 

It seems that the Israeli labor organization, the Histadrut. 
has been hot on the heels of its Jordanian counterpart to 
establish relations. The Jordanian Federation of Trade 
Unions says that they have been inundated with letters and 
faxes from the Histadrut inviting them to “normalize" 
relations. Speaking to the UAE-based Al /tihad, Jordanian 
federation member Omar Al Saraireh, said the federation 
has ignored all these overtures and that it has rejected 
meeting any Israeli delegation which has come to Jordan. 

Water aid 

A US government grant agreement providing $10 million 
for the water sector Jordan was signed at the Ministry of 
Planning, earlier this week. The grant, together with the 
$53.5 million this year, will be used to develop and 
implement urgently needed water activities with the 
Ministry of Water. Activities included are the design and 
construction of improved water facilities in the Jordan 
Valley. Aqaba, and the restructuring and rehabilitation of 
the Greater Amman water supply system. This aid will also 
help Jordan convey increased quantities of “peace water” 
through the Jordan Valley to population centers and to 
finance other mutually agreed upon priority activities in 
the water sector. 

Jerusalem Day 

The eighth conference on the Jerusalem Day will be held 
between 4*7 October. Titled “Arab Jerusalem: Key to 
Peace.” the venue includes seminars, a book and a 
photographic exhibition, and a folkloric evening. 
Seminars tackling such issues include property rights 
and the methods of 
confiscation' since 
1948. 

Islamic-Christian 
cooperation. the 
economic issue and' 

Arab support and the 
strategic role of 
Jerusalem. Experts 
who arc speaking at 
the sessions include 
Toher AI Masri 
(former Prime 

Minister). Eugene 
Cotton (a UK judge 
and board member of 
the Palestinian 

Independent 
Commission for 
Citzens’ Rights), 

Anis Al Qassem. Roouf Abu Jaber. and Fadil Al Naqeeb 
(economics professor from Waterloo University in 
Ontario, Canada), and Salim Al Hass (former Lebanese 
Prime Minister). Ibrahim Izzaldin (present Secretary 
General of the Shoman Foundation and former 
government minister), and Munir Hamameh (economics 
professor at the University of Jordan). 

Samir Al Rifai remembered 

A seminar will be held on the late Jordanian Prime 
Minister Samir Al Rifai at the Royal Cultural Center on 8 
October. Mr Rifai was a Prime Minister in the early 
1950s at a time when Jordan and the region were going 
through turbulent changes. Three sessions will be held. 
These include papers about the man, the politician and 
the parliamentarian. Other papers are on the educational 
system In Jordan and on the Palestinian issue. Prominent 
Jordanian personalities such as Akef Al Fayez, Hazem 
Nusseibeh. Nasser Al Din Al Asad, Khalid Al Zoubi and 
Mohammad Masalha will participate in the one-day 
event. 



Al Masri 
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His Majesty King Hussein visits Zerqa, Tuesday. In a rally in which thousands of people turned out, the King praised the 
people of the second largest city in the Kingdom, Addressing the city's major urban and environmental problems, His 
Mqjesty said “We will not allow the governorate of Zerqa. to become a dumping place for refuse.” During the rally which 
was attended by Her Mqjesty Queen Noor, King Hussein added that “Zerqa's needs are numerous but these will 
priority in the coming days so that our children can enjoy a healthy environment, safe from the danger caused by the poi¬ 
son that is being emitted into the atmosphere that is infiltrating water and negatively affecting farmland.” 


Flood of visitors threatens 
to take bloom off Jordan’s 

rose-red 



By Osama El-Sherif 

MENTION JORDAN to an 
experienced European (raveler 
and you will probably get a 
brief lecture on Petra, the 
1200-year-old red-rose Naba¬ 
tean city carved entirely out 
of solid rock. Discovered in 
the late 1800s by a Swiss 
explorer. Petra’s real come¬ 
back from (he annals of Mid¬ 
dle Eastern history is only 
happening today. 

It is Jordan’s Giza Plateau, 
yielding exciting new finds 
almost every month, from 
Roman palaces to Byzantine 
churches with breathtaking 
mosaic floors preserved in 
their original state. 

It is no wonder that Petra 
has become the jewel in the 
crown of Jordan's tourist 
attractions—and they are 
many. 

Jordan has been described 
by archaeologists ai a natural 
museum with ancient sites lit¬ 
tering the landscape from 
Aqaba on the Red Sea in the 
south to Um Qais, overlook¬ 
ing the Sea of Galilee, in Lhe 
north. 

In recent years the tourism 
sector’s contribution to the 
national .economy increased 
steadily to about 11 percent of 
the GNP. Nothing beats a 
visit to Petra, which many 
antiquity experts consider as 
the eighth wonder of the 
world. 

And this is precisely why 
Jordan's tourism promotion 
efforts have been dedicated to 
telling the world about Petra. 
These efforts have been 
increasing since Jordan signed 
a peace treaty with Israel in 
1994. Since the border posts 
between Jordan and Israel 
were opened in that year, 
thousands of Israelis have 
been crossing into Jordan, 
through the southern border 
point near Aqaba, to make the 
full day trip to Petra about a 
hundred kilometers to the 
north. 

Between 1995 and 1996 no 
less than 220,000 Israelis vis¬ 
ited Jordan, the great majority 
of whom went to Petra. 

But Jordanian tourist opera¬ 
tors are dismayed that most of 
the Israeli tourists, who are 
sponsored by Israeli lour 
agencies, descend on Petra for 
the day, bringing along their 
own food and water bottles, 
and leave for Israel in the eve¬ 
ning. Jordan's tour operators 
have called on the govern¬ 
ment to close the southern 
border point so that Israeli 
tourists will be forced to enter 
Jordon through Lhe northern 
crossing point and stay for a 
day or two in the kingdom. 

But in addition to Israeli 
tourists, peace has brought 
many European. American 
and even Japanese tourists to 
Jordan. Petra is the main 
attraction on their itinerary. In 
recent years the number of 
visitors to the red-rose city 
has more than tripled. Figures 
show that more than 400,000 
tourists of all nationalities 
came to Petra in (996 and this 
year the figure may reach half 
a million. 

For the 12.000 inhabitants 
of the once sleepy town or 
Wadi Mousa. just few kilome¬ 
ters from the ancient- ruins, 
the influx of tourists is a 
blessing from heaven. Until 
four years ago. Petra had only 
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The peace concerns of Prince Hasson 

Ob His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hnssatt stressed if*; 
need.for a united Arab stand to face the recent challenge*. 
In an interview with the Middle East Bro.it feasting Center 
(MBC), Prince Hasson said “In the absence of inter-Arab 
consultations and 
a united Arab 
stand it Is impossi¬ 
ble to pass judge¬ 
ment on Israel in 
light of our Inter- 
Arab relations and 
in light of our 
towards 
basic issues.** he 
said. He added 
that “Of course 
there are differ¬ 
ences among 
Arabs but we have 
to be frank to each 
other about the 
way to reach a just 
peace." 

The Crown 
Prince emphasized 
that violence can 

be seen in Israel’s _ 

continued occupa¬ 
tion of Arab lands, the demolition of Arab home* ui*J (he 
building of settlements in the Arab territories. 

However, Prince Hassan maintained th.ii "we cannot 
ruin the last chance we have w> achieve peace...we must 
neither allow passions to take control nor allow outlaws to 
have the upper hand.*' Replying to a question about people 
blaming Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu for the terrorist 
acts, the Prince said “If Nctanvuhu is the cause or all these 
acts, we must not give him further justification to refrain 
from honoring the commitments inwards peace.” 

Despite the fact that there is a difference between the 
stands and policies of Shimon Peres and Yitzhak Rabin, on 
the one hand, and Netanyahu, on the other, the Prince 
believes there is hope. "The majority of people in Jordan. 
Israel and Palestine are actually seeking an end to the 
nightmare. Although we are witnessing renewed acu of 
violence, we can see light at the end of the tunnel.” 

In the light of (he increasing tension in the region. 
Prince Hossan did not exclude the possibility of war. He 
said that “Our region is wi messing various conflicts which 
might develop into a bigger war covering n wider area." 
Therefore, he added “we must use our minds and con¬ 
science, intensify our contacts mid consultations and 
increase our contacts with the outside world for the sake of 
attaining justice.'* 

He believes the only exit out of the crisis in the region is 
“the return of the spirit of the Madrid conference and the 
Madrid concept for a comprehensive pence,” and “the prin¬ 
ciple of exchanging land lor peace.” He called on the US 
to “listen to ail parties.” 

The Crown Prince stressed the necessity for die Arab 
rulers meetings “in order to work towards a solution and 
rekindle hope, not for ourselves as rulers but rather for the 
children and the generations to come.” He reminded that 
“the Jews have worldwide influence in various institutions 
of the world including banks and other organizations. We 
have to use our minds and intensify our contacts and coor¬ 
dination during this stage until we reach a better situation.” 
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Entrance to the Siq: Previously horses went through this path. However, in the interest of 
environmental protection, such entry is disallowed today, but some argue that ecological 
hazards continue. 


two tourist hotels, one of 
which belonging to an interna¬ 
tional chain. But since then at 
least 10 new hotels have 
sprung up, with more still 
under construction. The price 
of land has, understandably, 
shot up in key locations from 
$1000 per dunnum (1000 
square meters) to almost 
$50,000 per dunnum. 

Much of the new invest¬ 
ments in Jordanian tourism 
has been pouring into (he 
Wadi Mousa area and this has 
created problems, mainly in 
infrastructure expansion and 
requirements, as well as 
opportunities. 

But the steady stream of 
incoming tourists is not all 
good news for Petra enthu¬ 
siasts among them concerned 
archaeologists and the Petra 
Trust Foundation, which has 
been trying to regulate the 
flow of tourists who enier the 
city everyday through its only 
entrance: a narrow, winding 
alley, three kilometers long, 
called the slq. They believe 
the influx of tourists will dam¬ 
age the fragile Petra environ¬ 
ment. Already the Petra Trust 
has succeeded in convincing 
the government to ban the 
entry of horses, a very popular 
and romantic method of site- 
seeing. into the siq—to the 
dismay of Wadi Mousa resi¬ 
dents who made a living from 
offering tourists a horse-back 
ride into the ruins. 

The Petra Trust is also get¬ 
ting involved in the process of 
issuing building permits, espe¬ 
cially for hotels, close to the 
ruins. They believe infrastruc¬ 
tural work, like sewage and 
water networks, will eventu¬ 
ally affect the ancient city. 

But for the government. 
Petra is a' source of much 
needed foreign currency. Polit¬ 
ical pressure, applied by 
influential businessmen, land- 
owners and deputies, has in 
many cases succeeded in over¬ 
ruling Petra Trust 
recommendations. 

Petra enthusiasts warn that 
lack of long-term planning 
will hurt Petra and they point 
to the case of Jerash. 60 
kilometers north of Ammon. 

Every July and for the last 
16 years, Jerash, one of the 
famous Roman decapo)is cit¬ 
ies in the ancient Middle East, 


receives hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of visitors who flock to 
its famous colonnaded streets 
and amphitheaters to witness 
the activities of the Jerash 
Festival for Art and Culture. 

Critics believe the human 
stampede, which occurs 
every night for three weeks, 
has caused the city's monu¬ 
ments more damage than the 
erosion factors of tinv. and 
wind of the lost thousand 
years. Archaeologists tend to 
agree. 

The cases of Jerash and 
Petra pul government plan¬ 
ners. who would like to see 
Jordan becoming a magnet 
for tourists and their precious 
dollars, and those concerned 
for the state of Jordan's 
antiquity and its environment 
on a collision course. 

With the concept of cco- 
tourism now gaining ground 
in Jordan, the government is 
feeling the heal as it unveils 
a $500 million dollar plan to 
rum the port city of Aqaba 
into a regional resort town, 
with a man-made lagoon. 12 
new hotels, golf courses and 
other attractions. Environ¬ 
mentalists worn that these 
expansions will bring irrepa¬ 
rable damage to Aqaba's 
coral reefs and pollute the 
sea. 

In its search to attract for¬ 
eign investments, promote 
tourism and preserve antiq¬ 
uity and the environment. 
Jordan is looking for clues 
and answers. One area where 
a delicate balance was found 
is in (he Wadi Dana natural 
reserve, about 70 kilometers 
north of Petra. 

Id this vast and breathtak¬ 
ing valley with natural rock 
formations, eagles soar high 
in Lhe sky and the rare Ibex 
nestles on the rugged hills. 
Bird watchers are now com¬ 
ing lo this secluded valley 
from Europe and the United 
States. But the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of 
Nature i.s not taking any 
chances. 

Only 170 visitors are 
allowed each day into the 
vast reserve and are kept to 
beaten tracks. For the reserve 
keepers and visitors alike, a 
delicate balance between the 
pressures of development 


and ecological concerns 
could be found. Many 
believe a similar balance can 
be found for Petra. ■ 

This article was origi¬ 
nally written for the Bos¬ 
ton-based WorldPaper 
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The beauty of horses 
glow in latest exhibition 


By Ibdsam Awadat 

Star. Staff Writer 

ALI AL MI'MAR is one of the 
very few truly excellent paint¬ 
ers of horses in lhe world 
today. On the occasion of the 
Arabian Horse Festival '97 
HRH Princess Alia bint Al 
Hussein opened his horse paint¬ 
ing exhibition. 

Al Mi’mar is a distinctive 
artist. His love for horses can 
be seen in the plastic paintings 
that are on display. His meticu¬ 
lous detail, and brush strokes 
make the paintings so real to 
life that you feel that the horses 
are about to leap out from the 
canvas. 

Al Mi’mar, bom in Baghdad 
and graduated from the Insti¬ 
tute of fine Arts, studied paint¬ 
ing under the guiding hand of 
the Iraqi pioneer artist Fajq 
Hasson who especially 

painted horses and deserts. 

"1 was so Impressed by my 
teacher, but that doesn't mean I 
didn't paint other subjects, 
however I am very much inter¬ 
ested in painting horses.” he 
tells The Star. 

In Al Mi’mar’s paintings you 



J£s works are also available 
through private collections in 
Sa§rii Arabia, Egypt, Tunisia. 
(heJUmted Stares of America, 
Japan, Qatar and Jordan. 

Arabian horse is 


renowned internationally for Its 
Vpower and capacity to resist the 
notice and touch the humanftar-: barsb conditions of die desert 
ian feel. In this, respect, Ali where it is bom and bred, All 


steers away from the traditional 
style saying “I paint the horse 
from a humanitarian angle like 
the maternal relationship- 
between the horse and her foal;: 
these emotions of course al#t 
apply to human beings. £ ~- 
AJ Mi’mar is an estabLisgbdL. 
painter. His first exhibits 
held in Baghdad in 1985.; 
was followed by displ 
Amman. Qatar, and the 
Arab Emirates. 



i points oot.” The body of the 
Arabian .horse is well shaped 
and harmonious, with wide 
. eyes and a beautiful head. The 
Arabim horse, tins artist adds, 
has other internal qualities such 
;as fidelity, patience and love 
for ks owner, “but don’t forget 
also that the Arabian horse is 
of a noble origin." 

This is- bis fourth exhibition. 
in Jordan and all were opened 
by Princess Alia. “This gener¬ 


ous action encouraged me a lot 
and gave me extra push to con¬ 
tinue working.” Al Mi’mar 
comments. 

He stayed in the royal stables 
for quire a while, studying and 
photographing in order to 
achieve his purpose and 
employ the horse In his paint¬ 
ings to bring our it social or 
even political aspects. 

- Pointing to a picture, he asks 
who will oe the horseman, add¬ 
ing “in this one you see a horse 
with Its saddle looking towards 
Jerusalem.” 

Al Mi'mar always takes part 
in horse competitions. Last 
March he was in Qatar where 
he organized his exhibition. His 
present exhibition in the Orient 
Gallery in Shmeisani continues 
till 5 October. ■ 
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Preventing a looming disaster 

TOE DRAMATIC events of the past few days, beginning with the attempt on the 
life of a Hamas political leader in Amman and culminating with Wednesday’s re¬ 
lease by Israel of Shiekh Ahmad Yassin, will require some time and deep analysis 
in order to evaluate their direct impact on the stalled Middle East peace process in 
general and on Jordan's relations with Israel in particular. 

While Israel's responsibility for the attempted assassination of Khaled MashaJ 
has not been made public yet, it is clear that the prime suspect, if not the only one, 
is Israel's intelligence apparatus, the Mossad. Israel alone has the motive and 
means to carry out such an operation. The failed attack joins a list of recent 
botched attempts to eliminate prominent Hamas and Hizbollah leaders in Palestine, 
Lebanon and now Jordan. 

The fact that the Israeli Mossad has become active on Jordanian soil is a danger¬ 
ous precedent, one which is condemned by all Jordanians. This is precisely why 
His Majesty King Hussein reiterated in Zarqa this week that the safety of Jordani¬ 
an citizens is his utmost concern. Earlier he also warned that Jordan will not be¬ 
come a base for terrorist atracks. 

It is clear that Israel holds nothing sacred—including agreements and treaties 
with its peace partners. The attack on Mashal is a violation of the Jordanian-lsraeli 
peace treaty and is an aggression by a foreign party against Jordanian citizens on 
Jordanian soil. 

Having said this, the King in his wisdom and farsightedness sought to defuse a 
potentially explosive crisis, one that was threatening to renew the cycle of violence 
which Israel and Israeli citizens could have easily become one of its prime targets. 

Israel understood the clear meaning of the King’s speech in Zarqa on Tuesday 
and responded—since it had very few choices—by releasing the invalid spiritual 
leader of Hamas, Shiekh Ahmad Yassin and another Palestinian prisoner. We all 
know that Israel would not have made such a unilateral move unless it felt itself 
cornered. 

The release of Shiekh Yassin will help defuse the tension between Hamas and 
Israel—for the time being at least It will also help spare the region from a series of 
reprisals against which Israel will stand defenseless. 

The events of the past week have proven once and again that the people and the 
leaders of thl* “gion cannot trust the current Israeli leadership. Hie present stale¬ 
mate in the Middle East peace process owes much of its illness to the intransigence 
of Benjamin Netar.yahu and his reckless policies which promises to bring death 
and destruction not only to the Arabs but to Israelis as well. 

• There is a lesson in the events of the past week. Prudent and responsible poli¬ 
cies, such as those carried out with courage by King Hussein, are exactly what we 
need at this stage to prevent a looming disaster from taking place. Netanyahu 
stands naked and alone at this point of time. ■ 


Will there be life after Arafat? 


By Patrick Cockbum 

HIS AIDES say robustly say 
that "he is as strong as a horse." 
but since Yasser Arafat injured 
his head when his plane crashed 
in a sandstorm in Libya in 1992 
he has suffered from black-outs. 
In recent weeks, as die stale¬ 
mate in negotiations with Israel 
continues, he has looked in¬ 
creasingly haggard and de¬ 
pressed. 

If Mr Arafat does die. he has 
no obvious successor as either 
Palestinian leader or national 
symbol. Even at the nadir of his 
fortunes, alter his expulsion 
from Beirut by Israel in I9S2, 
attempts to replace him have 
never looked like succeeding. 

The only two Palestinian 
leaders who' approached him in 
prestige have both been assassi¬ 
nated in the lust 10 years. Kha¬ 
lil Wazir (Abu Jihad! was killed 
by an Israeli team in Tunis in 
19S8. Salah Khalaf (Abu Ivadl 


was killed three years later by 
one of his own body guards 
working for Abu NidaJ. the Pal¬ 
estinian guerrilla leader. 

Constitutionally Mr Arafat 
should be replaced—though he 
himself apparently disputes this 
—by Ahmed Qureia (Abu 
Ala'al the speaker of the Pales¬ 
tinian parliament. There would 
then be a presidential election. 
A candidate favoured by the US 
and Israel is Abu Mazen, the ne¬ 
gotiator of the Oslo accords, but 
neither he not Abu Ala’a are 
popular figures. 

Mr Arafat would also be dif¬ 
ficult to replace because he is 
the only member of the leader¬ 
ship in exile in Tunis, which re¬ 
turned to Gaza in 1994. who 
was acceptable to the 2.5 mil¬ 
lion Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

The same division between 
■ outsiders" and “insiders" also 
probably disqualifies Faisal 
Husscini and Hainan Ashrawi. 


both of whom are popular. The 
most likely development, in the 
short term, would be a collec¬ 
tive leadership of politicians and 
security men, with neither pre¬ 
dominating. 

It is not easy to run a resis¬ 
tance movement in the Middle 
East. Hie main Iranian opposi¬ 
tion to the Iranian regime, for 
example, has ended up as a cat- 
spaw of Saddam Hussein, the 
Iraqi leader. In contrast the Pal¬ 
estinian leader has avoided be¬ 
coming anybody’s pawn. 

Though dictatorial, he is not 
bloodthirsty, never eliminating 
his Palestinian opponents. Mr 
Arafat’s career has been studded 
with defeats, but he has usually 
played with a weaker hand than 
his opponents. His ability to re¬ 
cuperate stems from his refusal 
to go against the stream of Pal¬ 
estinian opinion, whatever the 
urgings of Washington and the 
rest of the world. ■ 
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Letter from the Levant 

Jordan’s beleaguered press: 
A purge or clean-up? 


By Osama El-Sherif 

THE JORDANIAN govern¬ 
ment has carried out what has 
been termed as the biggest 
press “clean-up” in the history 
of the Kingdom. It ordered 13 
publications, mostly weekly 
newspapers, to suspend publi¬ 
cation for failing to comply 
with an article in the new press 
law, promulgated last May. The 
article calls for a hefty raise in 
the weeklies' “registered" capi¬ 
tal—from a mere JD 15000 to 
JD 300,000. Almost all of the 
suspended publications ap¬ 
peared in 1993 or after, under 
the now amended press law, 
which at the time of its adop¬ 
tion by Parliament was consid¬ 
ered one of the most liberal in 
the region. 

When it passed the contro¬ 
versial amendments in May, 
Jordanian journalists were 
joined by apposition political 
parties and professional unions 
in calling for their nullification. 
No matter what the government 
said to defend its position, the 
press body was united in de¬ 
scribing the move as a set-back 
for press freedom and as an at¬ 
tempt to muzzle and eventually 
purge the press—especially'the 
outspoken weeklies. ’ 

The government countered 
that it only wanted to curtail 
abuses of press freedom and 
regulate a chaotic press indus¬ 
try. It said the amendments did 
not in any way impugn on free¬ 
dom of press and expression. 
Theoretically, at least, that 
could be true, especially since 
“press violations" can only be 
judged so in a court of law. 

The affluence of the weekly 
press in Jordan was a by¬ 
product of ambitious democrat¬ 
ic reforms in the country, 
launched in earnest since the 
resumption of democratic life 
in Jordan in 1989. 

Under the 1973 press law. li¬ 
censing of newspapers was re¬ 
stricted by the government and 
suspending or withdrawing li¬ 
censes was a matter subject to 
the personal whims and fancies 
of the minister of information. 
Publishers could not contest 
these arbitrary, decisions in 
court 

But the 1993 press law 
changed all this. Any Jordanian 
could apply for a license and 
actually begin publishing if the 
government does not respond 
in 30 days. 

As a result a torrent of new 
titles, mostly weekly papers, 
flooded the small Jordanian 
market According to figures 
no less than 40 licenses were 
granted between 1993 and 
1997. This included papers be¬ 
longing to newly licensed polit¬ 
ical parties. In a matter of few 


months, since the 
libera] press law 
was passed. Jorda¬ 
nians had free ac¬ 
cess to publica¬ 
tions mirroring and 
voicing all sorts of 
political, social 
and cultural ideas: 
from the conserva¬ 
tive Islamist press 
to the left-wing 
Baathist and pan- 
Arabist newspa¬ 
pers. At one lime 
(he variety of opin¬ 
ions in the Jordani¬ 
an press was the 
most prominent ex¬ 
ample of political 
pluralism. And for 
a precious period it 
appeared that all 
opinions, no maaer 
how extreme, were 
tolerated by the 
government.’ 

But the same 
political and legislative process 
allowed a new kind of journal¬ 
ism to appear and flourish: sen¬ 
sational tabloids which thrived 
by. selling sex. murder and 
scandal material. The birth of 
the “tabloid press" sent shock 
waves in a small and tightly- 
knitted society whose social 
fabric was now coming under 
pressure. 

It is an accepted fact, that 
while the more established dai¬ 
ly press remained somehow 
aloof and conservative in deal¬ 
ing with political and social 
■ challenges, the more liberal 
weeklies made the best of the 
new democratic environment 
Many intellectuals accused the 
doily press of not doing enough 
to develop itself oral 1111” a 
growing gap in the now com¬ 
petitive readership market. Jor¬ 
danians became avid readers of 
weekly newspapers that pub- 
Iished stories on official cor¬ 
ruption and became a platform 
for those opposing peace and 
normalization of relations with 
Israel. 

While the 1993 law provided 
penalties for violations such as 
slander, sedition and others, the 
government felt that such pun¬ 
ishments. which needed court 
authority to be implemented, 
were lenient and that the law it¬ 
self was ambiguous. The gov¬ 
ernment took many newspa¬ 
pers. mostly weeklies, lo court 
and while it won on occasions, 
it found itself embroiled in 
fruitless legal battles most of 
the time. 

Meanwhile the weekly press 
continued to challenge govern¬ 
ment policies, especially with 
* regard to the peace process and 
relations with Israel, until it be¬ 
came apparent that a crisis was 
looming for the Jordanian 



Jordan ’s flourishing press scene would now be down to a trickle! 


pre>s. Many journalists and in¬ 
tellectuals warned that the out¬ 
come of a direct confrontation 
between the "troublesome'' 
weeklies and the government 
will have negative repercus¬ 
sions for the entire profession. 

That crisis culminated in the 
passage of the controversial 
amendments, which were taken 
in the absence of Parliament, 
and whose main objective, as 
explained by the government 
was to put an end to irresponsi¬ 
ble excesses, while publishers 
and opposition parties said it 
was aimed at purging the press. 

The weeklies plan to lake 
their case to court—and may 
even win it over the legal inter¬ 
pretation of the article pertain¬ 
ing to capital requirement. But 
that would take weeks if not 
mor.ths—precisely the pause 
the government needs to con¬ 
duct an important parliamen¬ 
tary elections in November 
away from the meddling of the 
weekly press. 

Once the elected body con¬ 
venes. the government will be 
expected to submit the tempo¬ 
rary law for ratification. In tbe 
process it may choose to close 
certain legal loopholes, and set 
about to deal with the fall-out 
that might come from a legal 
battle with the weeklies. 

The "clean-up” process re¬ 
quires a quiet revision of the 
developments of the past five 
years. The press body should 
continue to fight for press free¬ 
dom and a responsible and ob¬ 
jective journalism. But it 
should also examine the dan¬ 
gerous phenomenon of the pro¬ 
liferation of scandal sheets and 
sensational press. 

The process of reform is 
two-fold. At one level, the 
press body should create its 


own internal regulatory tools 
and codes: in die form of a 
higher press council and a gen¬ 
eral press and ethics code. 
Such internal regulations 
should safeguard the profes¬ 
sion from the damage that it 
could sustain from unaccepta¬ 
ble excesses that threaten na¬ 
tional unity, traditional values, 
personal privacy among others. 

There is nothing new about 
tbe idea of creating such regu¬ 
latory bodies. They already ex¬ 
ist in many of the most open 
societies such as Britain where 
only last week the independent 
Press Complaints Commission 
decided, alter consulting with 
leading British editors, to issue 
regulations to curb media ha¬ 
rassment and paparazzi hound¬ 
ing of public figures. 

The second level involves 
legislation. Laws are not static 
and in a country such as Jor¬ 
don. where a process of demo¬ 
cratic transition is still nascent, 
constant legislative reforms are 
not necessarily had omens. 
Again, the press body could 
impress upon the government 
to study the experiences of 
countries that have sophisticat¬ 
ed press laws and regulations 
such as France and Germany. 

The "purge” or “clean-up’’ 
of the weekly press in Jordan, 
whether one approves of it or 
not. should not be the end of 
rhe road for the Jordanian press 
which has added color and sub¬ 
stance to Arab media in gener¬ 
al. As the dust settles, the gov¬ 
ernment. ‘ which keeps 
repeating that it is still commit¬ 
ted to press freedom, and the 
press body should create u for¬ 
um to resolve the current crisis 
and limit its damage to Jor¬ 
dan's image and standing. ■ 


Terror the world ignores 


By David Hirst 

ALGERIA IS a country in the grip of ter¬ 
ror In the past three months as many as 
1,800 civilians have been murdered— 
many brutally burned, disembowelled or 
having their throats slit within a few 
miles of the capital. Algiers. In the past 
three weeks alone nearly 1,000 people 
have died violently. 

The massacres have gone largely unre¬ 
ported in the Western press. Only re¬ 
cently the Vatican denounced the West's 
“ice-cold indifference to the unprece¬ 
dented abyss of death.” 

Yet the West goes on tracing and deal¬ 
ing normally with Algeria. France’s 
government publicly supports the gov¬ 
ernment of President Liamine Zeroual 
and gives it soft loans. The IMF praises 
the economy. The country is earning 
huge revenues from the high prices it can 
command for its oil and gas from Eu¬ 
rope. Investment is flowing in: it is busi¬ 
ness as usual. 

The true extent of the slaughter can 
only be guessed at. It is too dangerous 
for foreign journalists to work effective¬ 
ly. More than 50 have been killed in the 
past five years. It is thought that as 
many as 100,000 civilians have been ex¬ 
ecuted since 1992. 

The latest massacre took place at the 
Bentahla neighbourhood of Baraki, an 
eastern suburb of Algiers. At least 200 
residents died and another 100 were 
wounded in what survivors described as 
scenes of unimaginable butchery. 

The slaughter began last Monday eve¬ 
ning. “The killers arrived around mid¬ 
night,” said one resident. A first group 
of assailants systematically laid mines 
and traps round the houses. "They .set a 
fire mound the area and threw grenades 
into bouses to force sleeping people to 
come out.” 

By now the attackers had swollen to 
about 40. Having forced their helpless 
captives out into the open they seL about 
the slaughter in a serious, yet reportedly 
leisurely fashion, slicing their victims 
throats. As they retreated after what was 
said to be four hours of mayhem, the 
murderers torched the bouses, leaving 
behind them complete devastation: 
blackened buildings, floors awash with 
blood, mixed with ashes. 

U A lot of women were kidnapped', 
said one survivor. That's why there 
were no many females among the dead 
ant} wounded.” 

Afterwards a wave of panic swept the 
area and traffic jams built up as people 



Mourning the victims! 

rushed towards Bentahia seeking news, 
of relatives. No one has claimed respon¬ 
sibility for the atrocity—and a bomb, at¬ 
tack in the town of Reghaia. 19 miles 
east of Algiers—but Bentahla is consid¬ 
ered a stronghold of the Armed Islamic 
Groups (GIA). The relatively moderate 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), with 
whose leader the regime has been con¬ 


ducting talks, denounced the attack. 

The attacks have hitherto been con¬ 
fined to provincial regions. With the un¬ 
derground militants, presumably mem¬ 
bers of the GIA, now carrying out their 
atrocities near army barracks. Algerians 
wonder whether President Zeroual's 
army-backed regime is about to be over¬ 
whelmed, or whether it is about to be 
torn apart by a power struggle between 
its moderates and extremists. 

President Zeroual himself believes in 
some kind of dialogue with the Islamist 
opposition, but hardline generals want to 
destroy it altogether. At ali events, it is 
clear that the conflict is now entering a 
new, atrocious phase. 

The latest massacre came as a swift 
and savage rebuff to the claim by the 
prime minister. Ahmad Ouahia, only the 
day before that rite government is break¬ 
ing the back of the terror. While admit¬ 
ting that attacks had made August “the 
blackest month since 1994” he made the 
now ritual assurance that only "remnants 
of terror” remain to be mopped up. 

Algeria's bloody and barbaric civil 
war is one of almost indecipherable com¬ 
plexity: It is much more than a straight 
fight between the Hardline military 
“eradicators” and the fanatics of -the 
GIA. Three other violent conflicts are 
also unfolding within the ruling elite it¬ 
self. within the Islamist insurrection and 
between broad segments of a society 
caught up in the tribal and popular ven- 
- dettas which the other conflicts have un¬ 
leashed. 

The regime itself is now witnessing in¬ 
fighting after the moderates began a dia¬ 
logue with the FIS. which has distanced 
itself from the horrific excesses of its 
GIA rivals. The regime recently re¬ 
leased the FIS “historic chief’, Abbas 
Madani. 

■ But. as so.often before when compro¬ 
mise is in-the air; the "eradicators” led 
by General Muhammad Lamari. the chief 
of staff, sought to sabotage it. 

The fact that Madam's 'release was 
swiftly followed by his reaifesi was seen 
as a sign of the gravity of this internal 
power play the “eradicators” have an ef¬ 
fective accomplice in the Islamic fanat¬ 
ics accomplice in the Islamic fanatics. 
Dialogue between the regime and moder¬ 
ate Islamists is usually a signal for them 
to step up their massacres—which are 
'grist to the tniU-of the generals. ■ 
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Spill-over! 

POLITICAL DEVELOP¬ 
MENTS in our region, 
tend to shift very quickly 
and without prior notice. 
The precarious battle lines, 
ore replaced by the buttle 
lines of peace. This indi¬ 
cates clearly that peace 
cannot be taken for grant¬ 
ed, but rather fought for 
and cemented by commit¬ 
ment and tireless efforts. 

The latest regional de¬ 
velopments include Iranian 
military maneuvers (Zu- 
tfiqar). the purchase of 
weapons by the Arab Gulf 
states, the constant state of 
American military prepar¬ 
edness. the Turkish cam¬ 
paign in the Kurdish ureas 
prior to the setting of the 
winter season, the Israeli 
military training to per¬ 
form specific tasks and du¬ 
ties. the boiling conditions 
in the PNA areas. To top it 
all, and also the gravest, is 
the recent violent events 
that have occurred on the 
streets of Amman. 

Undoubtedly, comple¬ 
mentarity as a notion in 
our region forces itself on 
us, but never for the pur¬ 
pose of mutual prosperity 
and stability. Inevitably, 
the arms race will lead at 
one point or another to 
conflict on a minor scale or 
even on n regional level. 
For the updating of weap¬ 
onry is usually accompa¬ 
nied by higher stokes in il¬ 
lusory confidence, and an 
updating of causes and na¬ 
tional aspirations that sure 
likely to reflect half truths 
and disguise demagogic in¬ 
tentions. 

A repeat performance of 
the First World War 
‘Sehleiffcn Plan" shows 
that events may develop by 
(heir own logic, rendering 
situations out of hand. In 
the unfortunate event of 
any such sorrowful scenar¬ 
io in the Gulf region, the 
spill-over may involve 
highly sensitive countries, 
such as Turkey and Iran, as 
well as increase the prob¬ 
ability of altering the deli¬ 
cate balance achieved be¬ 
tween the United Nations 
and Iraq. 

Of course, oil will play a 
major part in such a formu¬ 
la, and given the US com¬ 
mitment to keep the out¬ 
flow of oil without any 
hindrance, it would prob¬ 
ably be that the US will be 
dragged into heavier in¬ 
volvement in the region. 
The spill-over effect on the 
countries of the Middle 
East may lead to untold 
disasters. 

The other dangerous 
spill-over is to allow the 
build-up of events and ten¬ 
sion in the PNA-lsraeli re¬ 
lations affecting Jordan 
and its stability. Our coun¬ 
try has never been, and 
will never be a theater for 
operations of various con¬ 
flicting groups frying to 
achieve their criminal aims 
on tbe land of Jordan. Our 
choice of democratic life, 
and the development of 
pluralistic society have 
never been intended to pro¬ 
vide arenas, and forces for 
criminal gangs and group¬ 
ings to battle out their dif¬ 
ferences in our streets. 

Jordan is a self- 
respecting stable country, 
and is capable of defending 
its own social structure and 
political cohesion, and can¬ 
not allow political differ¬ 
ences from whichever side 
to influence its chartered 
and well planned path. 
Without any doubt, a 
strong and stable Jordan is 
an asset to our Palestinian 
brothers in the PNA areas. 

It stands supporting their 
legitimate rights, and help¬ 
ing them to achieve their 
aspirations on their soil 
and with their independent 
decisions. It is also a signa¬ 
tory of a peace agreement 
with Israel, and an active 
and credible partner in the 
whole peace process. 

At the critical point in 
the negotiations between 
the PNA and Israel, and 
the rising tension in the 
south of Lebanon, as well 
as the Turkish terrorist 
mopping up operations in 
Iraqi territories, Jordan is 
the focus point of consis¬ 
tency, and the safety valve 
for the whole area inchid- • 
ing the hinterland of the 
Arab oil states. Therefore, 
the enemies of Jordan are 
those same enemies of 
peace and the haters of sta¬ 
bility for the whole of the 
Middle East. 

It is time to consider our 
options clearly, and contin¬ 
ue Our path with determi¬ 
nation, without giving any 
quarter i©_ any side that 
-works against the stability 
of Jordan. ■ 
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Business 
scene 


■ Jordanian exports 
ovfcr the first half of 
year totalled JD 
507.5 million com- 
P arec ^ with imports 
amounting to JD 1.4 
billion. A monthly sta¬ 
tistics released by the 
Centra] Bank of Jor¬ 
dan stated that Jorda¬ 
nian exports to Arab 
countries reached JD 
266.1 million. This 
represents 52.5% of 
the total recorded till 
last June. In first rank 
is Saudi Arabia which 
received Jordanian 
exports worth JD 72.4 
million followed by 
Iraq at JD 65.8 million 
and the United Arab 
Emirates. Jordanian 
exports to the EU were 
about JD 37.5 million 
in the first half of the 
year. However, Jorda¬ 
nian imports from the 
EU stood at JD 483.4 
million. 

■ The Industrial 
Development Bank 
approved 98 loans at 
JD 23.822 million to 
finance . touristic, 
industrial and services 
projects during the 
first half this year. 
This is compared to 58 
loans worth JD 11.649 
million for the same 
period last year. The 
total costs of projects 
financed by borrow¬ 
ings from the Bank are 
estimated at JD 177 
million over the first 
half of this year. Such 
projects create about 
2122 new jobs. Loans 
granted to finance 
craftsmen during the 
first half of this year 
totalled 23 at an over¬ 
all value of JD 
144.200 compared 
with 16 loans given in 
the same period last 
year at a value of JD 
119,495. 

■ The Arab Interna¬ 
tional Hotels Company 
increased its capital by 
JD 3 million to reach 
JD 12 million. The 
company's future 
plans include expand¬ 
ing the Amman Marri¬ 
ott Hotel besides con¬ 
tributing to big 
touristic projects. 

■ The Jordan Indus¬ 
tries and Match Co., 
(JlMCOl generated net 
profits estimated at 
about JD 21,000 dur¬ 
ing the first eight 
months of this year. Its 
sales till last August 
reached nearly JD 
357,000. These profits 
are the first to be 
recorded by the com¬ 
pany since 1991. 
JlMCO's assets are 
estimated at JD 1.9 
million and share¬ 
holder's rights reached 
JD 875,000. 


Foreign 
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Oil-for-food deal 

Turning point for Jordan-lraq 

business relations 





AMMAN (Star)—Jordan’s 
relations with Iraq seems to 
be taking an uphill turn. On 
all counts the recent visit of a 
Jordanian business delegation 
is being hailed, a success 
because of the economic rela¬ 
tions that are straightened by 
the two countries. 

In their latest meeting, 
businessmen and officials 
from both sides underlined 
the need to reinforce trade 
exchange and stressed the 
depth of the strategic rela¬ 
tions between the two 
countries. 

Headed by the president of 
the Amman Chamber of* 
Industry, Khaldoun Abu Has- 
san, a Jordanian business del¬ 
egation ended a four-day visit 
to Iraq describing it as 
positive. 

The delegation comprises 
in addition Mohammed Dala- 
beeh. the director of the Ports 


Corp. Mohammed Kalaldah, 
president of the Shipping 
Agents' Association. Nizar 
Darwazah president of the 
Foodstuff Merchants Associa¬ 
tion and others. 

Numerous business visits 
have been taking place over 
the past year. This time, the 
agenda of the mission's visit 
included meetings with the 
Iraqi ministers of Trade, 
industry. Minerals, Health, 
Finance, Transport and Com¬ 
munications, in addition to 
the beads and members of the 
Iraqi Industrial Federation 
and the Federation of Iraqi 
Chambers of Trade and 
Industry. 

The Iraqi Minister of Trans¬ 
port and Communication 
Ahmed Murtadha stressed 
that the “Aqaba port is an 
Iraqi harbor,* 1 meaning that it 
is being given priority by 
Iraqi officials for the coun- 


msiness 



try’s imports in the light of 
the oil-for-food deal con¬ 
cluded last December 
between the UN and Iraq. 

Abu Hassan paid attribute 
to the Jordan-lraq ties and 
reiterated that Jordan looks 
forward to increasing the size 
of goods imported by Iraq via 
Jordanian Port (Aqaba) or car¬ 
ried by trucks via Jordsm. 

The director of the Ports 
Corp., referred to the special 
measures provided by the 
Corporation for the delivery 
and discharge of goods desig¬ 
nated to Iraq stressing that 
such procedure will continue. 
Both sides called for the full 
lifting of sanctions imposed 
on Iraq since 1990. 

Mr Nizar Darwazah, the 
president of the Foodstuff 
Merchants Association tells 
The Star “The visit is very 
successful and Iraqi officials 
assured us that Jordan will 
have a special treatment in 
Iraqi imports whether with 
respect to the trade protocol 
or in the light of the oil-for- 
food formula,” 

Also. Darwazah adds that 


the Iraqi officials showed full 
appreciation and attribute, to 
remarks made by the repre¬ 
sentatives of the Jordanian 
industrial and trade sectors on 
means of enhancing bilateral 
relations and boosting trade 
exchange. 

Aqaba port will be given 
priority in Iraqi imports espe¬ 
cially wheat, as the two have 
approved shipment of about 
400,000 tons of this material 
to arrive at the port in favor 
of Iraq by the end of this 
year. 

According to the trade pro¬ 
tocol renewed recently 
between the two countries, 
Jordanian annual exports to 
Iraq are worth $225 million in 
exchange for oil imports. 

Iraqi officials stress that 
their country's imports from 
Jordan will reach about $750 
million by the end of this 
year. 

During the first phase of 
the oil-for-food formula, Jor¬ 
dan has been awarded $120 
million worth of contracts to 
export foodstuffs, vegetable 
oil. detergents and pharma¬ 


ceuticals to Iraq. 

However, the volume of 
these exports is hopefully 
expected-to increase in the 
second phase which started 
last August ( that is two 
months late than scheduled). 

The oil-for food-deal 
allows Iraq ‘ to export oil 
every six months worth $2 
billion in exchange for 
humanitarian needs. It has 
become - effective from mid- 
December, 1996 and was doe 
to be renewed in June. How¬ 
ever, the UN was pressing 
Iraq to go ahead in destroying 
its weapons and such a dis¬ 
pute delayed the renewal for 
two months. Iraq has called 
on the UN to compensate her 
for such a delay and she man¬ 
aged to get the approval. * 

The Middle East Economist 
Survey bulletin stated lately 
that Iraq will export oil worth 
$1.7 billion before die fifth of 
October under the oil-for- 
food formula. 

This oil will be exported at 
an average of 6 million tons 
per day. ■ 


Growth in UK-Canada 
winter schedule 


AIR CANADA is to mount its largest ever 
winter schedule between the tyK and Can¬ 
ada. Highlights include a doable daily ser¬ 
vice between London and Toronto and daily 
services to Vancouver, Calgary and Moa- 
treal/Ottawa. A total of 47 flights a week are 
planned between the two countries and in 
addition there will be four Rights a week 
between London and Dubai. 

Other services planned for the winter 
include five flights a week between London 
and Halifax, with St. John's and five flights a 
week between Mancbestei/Glasgow and 
Toronto. Most flights wDl be operated by 
Boring 767 and Boeing 747 aircraft with the 
Airbus A340 likely to fly some western Can¬ 
ada services to boost capacity. 

The 16 flights a week planned between 
London and Toronto—an increase of three a 
week emphasize the importance of Toronto 
as a major North American hub. Drily depar¬ 
tures will offer an early morning ‘dayrripper’ 
flight to Toronto and a lunchtime departure. 


An additional flight will operate every Friday 
and Sunday. 

“Toronto has become a major connection 
point for European passengers travelling to 
US destinations which do Dot have direct ser¬ 
vices from Europe,” says Robert Atkinson, 
general passenger sales manager, UK. Ireland 
& Scandinavia. “Same terminal connections 
result in speedy transfers and our passengers 
like being able to clear US Customs and 
Immigration before boarding their flights.” 

Out west, the popularity of Canadian ski 
resorts continues to grow and, for the first 
time, skiers will have a choice of daily non¬ 
stop services to both Calgary and Vancouver. 
Edmonton will be served three times a week. 

Air Canada is planning to introduce the 
A340 aircraft on its London-Delhi route 
which will operate four times a week. 
Revised timings for the service will mean 
beuer connections in London for passengers 
connecting to Toronto and points beyond. ■ 


European breakfast 
consumption on rise, but 
kids still skipping meals 


A collective Arab stance is a mast! 

WHILE SOME Arab countries are launching individual 
negotiations to enter into the EU-Meditenaaiati partner¬ 
ship. a prominent intellectual stresses that such a step won't 
serve the objectives of this partnership as long as it doesn't 
involve inter-Arab coordinated stance. 

Id a paper rfiscussed at the late EU-Jordaman Partnership 
Conference hrfd in Amman, Dr Ali Ateeqa says that it is 
^ynriai to establish bridges for joint ventures between rise 
EU and the countries of the Mediterranean basin, however, 
he elaborated that the success of this strategy depends to ;i 
large extent on joint Arab efforts to create a unified posi¬ 
tion to face challenges associated with such agreements. 

Dr Ateeqa, who is the general secretary of the Arab 
Thought Forum, starts by comparing the 15 countries form¬ 
ing the EU, and the 14 Arab countries of the Mediterranean 
h>win which suffer from internal differences and uuisid^ 
intervention. These countries, be adds, don't even have ra-ui 
con ce rn about coordination with their counterparts to l.i*v 
the new challenges posed by the EU-Meditcrranean pun 
nership pacts. 

Such a fact has led to a sort of imbalance between the 
developing Mediterranean countries and the EU. At.-cij,: 
continues. This is also why some Arab countries embjrk'.'J 
on separate negotiations with the EU to get into ussocia: ion 
agre em en ts—just as if they are in a race, whoe\w e.rurlv* 
up, will be the first to be rewarded. 

If such situation continues to exist, Ateeqa argues, tbj 
region won't reap the so-called fruits of partnership agree¬ 
ments that promise stability and prosperity by the cnraii-'n 
of a wide free trade zone in the year 2010. The expers v:T.s 
on Arab countries to carry out immediate joint ventures .r, ^ 
cost of $30 billion to reinforce their stance towards -be El' 
partnership. 

Referring to the last three MENA summit conferences 
held in Casablanca, Amman and Cairo. Ateeqa says Hurt 
these venues were convened to stress that regional develcp- 
ment and economic cooperation precedes any political e; 
dement of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Those who support this view think that such a coopera¬ 
tion provides a ground for peace between Arabs and Israel. 
However, latest setbacks in the peace process especially on 
the Syrian and Lebanese fronts have cast their shadows on 
further economic normalization with Israel. Tims, whm is 
needed, according to Ateeqa, is an equilibrium bcbvve:i (he 
economic and political initiatives in a way that doesn't pro¬ 
mote one at the cost of the other. 

. The EU countries on the other hand, have to deal u ith 
the region as an area that needs economic and social pros¬ 
perity, and this requires intensive efforts from the El> to 
establish peace in the region. 

Another fact that should not be missed by Arab coun¬ 
tries is to enhance joint Arab ventures and guide any finan¬ 
cial or technical aid provided by the EU to such enterprises. 

Dr Ateeqa continues to say that the previous agreements 
between same Arab countries and the EU ignored what is 
known as ‘the additional value' of Arab industrial prod¬ 
ucts, an issue that has to be reviewed by the EU. Also. 
Ateeqa adds that the problems related to the continuously 
increasing population of the Mediterranean countries 
require immediate growth besides achieving social equal¬ 
ity. This means a reduction of restrictions on the movement 
of labor between the EU and the countries involved in the 
partnerships. Concluding, Ateeqa stresses that diversity of 
plans and developing schemes are a necessity. Concentra¬ 
tion should not be limited to the tourism sector alone, he 
says. ■ 
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BREAKFAST consumption 
across Europe is on the 
increase, reports an eight year 
long study published by Kel¬ 
logg's but over seven million 
children still leave home with¬ 
out eating, ignoring all advice 
from nutritionists worldwide. 

Breakfast has been cited by 
ali leading experts as the most 
important meal of the day—as 
the study shows that I in 2 
Europeans are aware of this, 
but the message does not 
appear to be put into practice 
amongst children. 

The study, undertaken during 
1988-1996, places European 
countries into three categories. 
Category I includes Ireland. 
Germany, Denmark. Sweden 
and Belgium and is the group 
in which only 5-10 percent of 
people skip breakfast. 

The second category 
includes France. Switzerland 
and Austria, as well as the UK 
with around 16 percent of the 
population missing out on the 
vital early morning nutrition. 

The third category includes 
most southern European coun¬ 
tries except Portugal, a group in 


which too many children are 
found to be breakfast-skippers, 
causing concern for health 
advisors in these countries with 
the linked implications on gen¬ 
eral health, mental performance 
and even day-to-day behavior. 

The reasons for why people 
in Europe do eat breakfast were 
surveyed in the study: 45 per¬ 
cent have breakfast due to hun¬ 
ger. 36 percent for improved 
nutritional balance, and 33 per¬ 
cent to feel fit There was also 
increased awareness of the ben¬ 
efits of eating breakfast—such 
as improved dietary balance, 
optimization of physical and 
intellectual performance, bettor 
weight control, and improved 
menial performance. 

The foods that people eat 
were also surveyed over the 
eight-year period. Apart from 
ready-to-eat breakfast cereals, 
breakfast foods included: toast 
and fruit in the UK; bread, 
ham, cheese and salami in 
Scandinavia, bread cakes, bis¬ 
cuits and eburros in Spain, Por¬ 
tugal and Italy, bread, biscuits, 
rusks, jam and honey in France; 
while in Belgium, Germany, 


Switzerland and Austria, bread, 
rolls, jam. honey, cheese, ham 
and other meals are the chosen 
first meal of the day. 

Nutritionists advise that 
breakfast should consist of four 
elements a cereal product for 
carbohydrate fibre, vitamins 
and minerals; a dairy product 
for protein ami calcium; a fruit 
juice for vitaminC and miner¬ 
als; and finally a beverage for 
liquid intake. 

“There are useful parallels 
between the results of this study 
in Europe, and what we find in 
the Middle East," commented 
Dr Kathryn CSuIEvan. nutri¬ 
tion consultant for Kellogg's in 
this region. “Still far, too many 
people, children in particular, 
are ignoring the advice of the 
doctors and are skipping break¬ 
fast, putting their health and 
school performance into risk.” 

The survey was undertaken 
by Kellogg’s part of the com¬ 
pany’s mission to promote 
awareness of a balanced diet 
by means of a better breakfast, 
an objective tbe company has 
pursued for over 90 years. ■ 
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artnership projects enhance 
business ties between 
Germany and Jordan 


AMMAN (Slari—As a result of 
increased international eco¬ 
nomic integration—negotiation 
•»f Euro-Mediterranean Partner¬ 
ship Agreements and establish¬ 
ment of the World Trade 

Organization (WTO)_ 

. ceiprocal support programs for 
business organizations and on 
the enterprise level are devel¬ 
oped to facilitate the adaptation 
process fnr the business to inter¬ 
national practices. In June 1996 
the Association of German 
Chamhers of Industry and Com¬ 
merce (DiHT) and ihe Amman 
Chamber 61 Industry (ACl) 
signed a ■■Partnership Agree- 
meni" establishing a Jordanian 
German Partnership Project, 
This project aims at enhancing 


the competence and efficiency 
of the Jordanian partner organi¬ 
zation in its functions vis-a-vis 
its member enterprises os ser¬ 
vice unit and as representative 
and promoter of the interests of 
the industrial sector. Priority 
areas are the promotion of inter¬ 
nationalization of the Jordanian 
industry, support in selected 
fields of technology and of con¬ 
sulting services to small and 
medium size companies. 

DIHT is the Association of 
German Chambers of Industry 
and Commerce with S5 German 
member Chambers in East and 
West Germany and a network of 
German Chambers of Com¬ 
merce abroad. In the Middle 
East, the German Arab Cham¬ 


ber of Commerce in Cairo with 
offices in Lebanon. Syria. Jor¬ 
dan and Palestine and affiliate 
service companies are offering 
their wide range of support ser¬ 
vices to the internationally 
oriented business community in 
the region. The Amman Cham¬ 
ber of Industry is n well estab¬ 
lished business organization 
working on behalf of the Jorda¬ 
nian industries. 

The Jordanian partnership 
project is administered by the 
Foundation for Economic 
Development and Vocational 
Training (SEQUA; and 
financed by the Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development of the Federal 
Republic of Germany (BMZ) 
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Reconstruction program in eastern German is in full swing 


for a period ol three years. 
SFQUA is a development 
agency and a non-profit organi¬ 
zation of the German private 
sector, it was established in 
1991. It is experienced in the 
promotion of economic devel¬ 
opment and vocational training 
in the reform countries of Cen¬ 
tral and Eastern Europe and the 
developing countries of the 
South, in the Middle Etisi The 
organization is active in Pales¬ 
tine and Jordan so far. Il pur¬ 
sues. this aim in the framework 
of puhlicly funded projects and 
programs of international 
cooperation. 

As a subsidiary of the Asso¬ 
ciation of German Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry 
(DIHT). the German Confeder- 
tion of Small Business and 
Skilled Crafts (ZDH) and the 
Confederation of German 
Employers' Association (BDA). 
SEQUA closely cooperates 
with German chambers, busi¬ 
ness organizations and training 
centers and their partners 
abroad. This network guaran¬ 
tees a direct exchange of experi¬ 
ence and a demand-oriented 
transfer of know-how between 
German and foreign business 
organizations. It also reflects 
recent developments in the field 
of international cooperation as 
private enterprises and their rep¬ 
resentative bodies are increas¬ 
ingly involved in the implemen¬ 
tation of business promotion 
programs. 

fn these partner countries 
SEQUA promotes the develop¬ 
ment of private sector organiza¬ 
tions. such as chambers, busi¬ 
ness associations and training 
centers. Particularly small and 
medium-sized enterprises 
(SME) benefit from Lhe work of 


these organizations, which not 
only represent private sector 
interests vis-a-vis government, 
but also offer a wide range of 
services to their members. Its 
project activities include con¬ 
sulting. training and contribu¬ 
tions to equipment, ll helps to 
construct vocational training 
centers and set up their institu¬ 
tional structure, provides, equip¬ 
ment and trains trainers. Consid¬ 
ering the rapidly changing 
requirements of the labour mar¬ 
ket. further training plays a vital 
role. The organization helps for¬ 
eign partner organizations 
develop their own demand- 
oriented training programs. 

Projects are jointly imple¬ 
mented by SEQUA and the 
respective German business 
organizations functioning as 
project partner. While the latter 
contributes its specific know¬ 
how and coordinates project 
activities with the partner 
uhroad. SEQUA operates as ser¬ 
vice institution for public and 
private donors os well as for the 
German partner organization 
and its foreign counterpart. The 
projects and programs of 
SEQUA are usually funded by 
public donors. Presently, the 
Jordanian partnership project is 
funded by the German Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ). SEQUA 
projects arc also financed by the 
European Union(EU). the 
Deutsche Ausgleichsbank. the 
German Ministry for the Interior 
(BMl). the Rudolf- 

Sicderslehen'schc Ouo Wolf 
Foundation, the German Minis¬ 
try for Employment (BMA), the 
German Environment Office 
(UBA) and the Center for Inter¬ 
national Private Enterprise 
(CIPE).B 


must diversify says 

businessman i 


AMMAN (Star)—The responsibility to pro¬ 
duce a high quality product or unique service 
by Jordanian industries relies bn the compe¬ 
tence of local establishments. 

If such qualification Is to exist, it is essen¬ 
tial to adopt advanced modem scientific 
methods. 

This is the Larget of the Arfan Establish¬ 
ment for Industrial Electrical Supplies. 

“Our objective in establishing our firm 
came after a full understanding of the needs 
of the local market," says Arfan A1 Takriti, 
director of the establishment. 

He stresses that we plan to set complete 
production lines to avoid useing foreign 
skills or manpower. 

However, our industry is not capable, of 
manufacturing spareparts for the production 
lines,’ machines or other industrial instru¬ 
ments, which are basic necessities, he adds. 

This is due to the shortage of raw material 
which remains within the control of big in¬ 
dustrialized countries. Such a fact features 
has reduced our industries into the “assem¬ 
bling" kind. 

Though, reaching the competitive level 
with those countries remains difficult, there 
are internal factors that do effect the course 
of local industry. 

“The manufactures themselves do not 
cooperate to diversify 
production lines among 
them, and we notice 
that duplication in prod- r . 

uos leads to recession J ^ 

in commodity," AI Tak- 
riti says. /jflBEv 

Such a phenomenon ( 

also hinders creativity ry 

and blocks the way in r^ ^rfrs, 

front of variety in pro- 

Referring to competi- _ <5 u jja. 

tion among local com- 
ponies operating in the * **‘ 1 * < m ** 
electrical equipment 

supplies side, Al Takriti _ 

says that control 

doesn't exist on these companies, as some of. 

them focus on profit rather than quality. 

There is no room for comparison between 



different h’un 


Al Takriti 


industrial establishments which operate with^S: 
qualified technical staff and engineers and. ,; 
bear the costs of premises, salaries, taxes and' 
customs duties, with- 
other workshops that' - 
practice their profession ,, 
without license or prbv 
mote second han&H 
spareparts. -f-\v 

His establishment?^ 
provides services ii£ ^ 
eluding Variable Speed; 
Drives & Soft Starts^ 
andPLC. 

. _ ;///// ,£ also provider whS 

HEstallations for electric,.} 
boards, automatic parti-■?’ 
tions and S witch 

__ Boards (automatic and V. 

manual). . f 

The establishment functions as agent arid ? 
distributors for many European companies. ; i: 
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the solutions 
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In the world of telecommunications, an % ^ era of new innovation is never far away. 

A forerunner in leading-edge technology, we * X have the know-how to shape these changes 

and turn your vision into concrete reality. Our product portfolio covers every aspect of a communications network 
Together we select the technologies exactly right for you. But as an all-round supplier with an 
all-around approach, we offer a whole lot more. Consulting services and marketing support 
complete your vision of the unique solution. So whatever your objectives, we can take you there. 

For Further information, please send a fax to our Info Service (Ref.OFN/Z 182) 
on +49 911 978 3321 or see our Internet Homepage http://www.siemens.de/oen 
or call SIEMENS AG - Jordan Branch on +962 6 701303, E-mail: siemens@go.com.jo 
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77ie Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation 

A partner to Jordan 


^ By Olaf Kondgen 


POLITICAL foundations 

constitute a base for the demo¬ 
cratic political culture of Ger¬ 
many winch has been develop¬ 
ing since 1949. The 
establishment of political foun¬ 
dations was motivated by the 
befaef that political education 
contributes to building and 
consolidating democracy. The 
different foundations* political- 
education activities cover all 
major political philosophies in 
the Republic of Germany. The 
history of the Weimar Repub¬ 
lic. which never succeeded in 
winning over a majority of 
Germany's citizens, was an 
experient* not to be repeated 
c The political foundations aim 
*0 to motivate citizens both at 
home and abroad to play a role 
in shaping their political and 
societal environment. 

The Konrad-Adenauer- 
Foundation (KAF), which is 
politically close to German 
chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU). is one of five German 
political foundations. It has at 
its disposal an annual budget of 
more than 200 million 
Deutschmark which comes 
from various ministries. The 
KAF earmarks about half its 
financial resources to its inter¬ 
national activities. The other 
half goes to the departments of 
"Political Education", 

"Research and Consultancy” 
“Scientific Services” and 
scholarships. It has more than 
* ft 60 representations world-wide 
in more than 80 countries. 
Presently, the KAF has offices 
in Morocco. Tunisia, Egypt, 
Jordan. Palestine. Israel and 
Turkey. The office in Tunisia 
carries out programs in Alge¬ 
ria, and the Jordan office is 
also active in Lebanon.... 

■ The Foundation’s first 1 _ 
long-term working. paitnpr, ift_, 
Jordan was Ihe Muusoy dL^ 
Social Development. The firsr 
agreement, signed in 1981, 
with the then Minister Mrs - 
Inam A1 Mufti, is renewed 
annually. At the center of Our 
co-operation is the training of 
hundreds of men and women, 
primarily staff members of the 
Ministry's central administra¬ 
tion, its directorates, its offices 
in the govemorates and its dif¬ 
ferent social development cen- 

V ters. This is in addition to the 
-1 training of teachers and social 

workers in special education. 

The objective of the training 
program is overhauling the 
trainees' basic knowledge, and 
upgrading their work qualifica¬ 
tions. At the grass roots level, 
a more tailored approach 
toward individual citizens with 
a more personalized social 
interchange being stressed. 

Since 1987. a scheme of 
small income generating pro¬ 
jects has been implemented 
and sponsored by the Founda¬ 
tion. Every year, in paiocu- 
larlv disadvantaged areas in the 
north and south of the King¬ 
dom. a group of some 10 poor . 
hut dynamic families have . 
been carefully selected to bene¬ 
fit from the scheme on a credit 
; basis. This represents the 

V nucleus of a develop™™ 

movement which would reach 

SSSStfie group. Repayment 

of’ 100 percent. WII *J a ** 1 ' 
e^L has w be completed after . 

normally 5-7 years. * * 



It is a 


revolving fund, administered 
by the Ministry, which allows 
for the extension of the annual 
projects or to begin supple¬ 
mentary ones. This project 
creates an important link of 
solidarity, beyond the usual 
bonds of kin. 

■ The Association of Com¬ 
munity Centers, whose head 
office is located in Amman, 
has become the second long¬ 
term partner since 1983. Eight 
centers belong to this NGO 
registered with the Ministry of 
Social Development All of 
them have been built at the ini¬ 
tiative of CCA’s mastermind 
Sari Nasser, a professor of 
sociology at the University of 
Jordan, and thanks to private 
donations. 

; .Thujas been accomplished 
desjrite’ tfie resistance or tradi¬ 
tional forces objecting to 
young men and women under¬ 
taking manual labour side by 
si da An unmistakable 
approach to community work 
has been developed since the 
center in Hai -Nazzal started in 
1977: . Grass roots develop¬ 
ment from the bottom up and 
mobilizing self-help aimed at 
self-reliance. Every year two 
three-month - courses are 
offered. Women are trained to 
become leaders in their com¬ 
munities. neighborhood associ¬ 
ations and other community- 
based groups fo initiate and 
continue small projects. 

Another aspect of this pro¬ 
gram is vocational training in 
various (female) trades includ¬ 
ing computers. This is 
designed to increase job 
opportunities and thus the 
chances' of a -■ higher family 
income which is badly needed 
in urban quarters where the 
centres are based. The mother 
center in Hai Nazzal has devel¬ 
oped into an. institution where 
staff members of private and 
public organizations get a prac¬ 
tical introduction to social and 
development work. 

■ The Konrad' Adenauer 
Foundation is interested in all 
aspects that concern the devel¬ 
opment of Jordan society and 
strives to.understand the deter¬ 
mining factors behind it. By 
improving this understanding, 
the Foundation believes it can 


contribute to close co-operation 
between the people of Jordan 
and Germany. 

As a foreign organization, 
the Foundation has to ensure 
that its activities have been 
either initiated by local organi¬ 
zations or institutions and that 
its proposals have met with 
approval from within the coun¬ 
try. Based on these principles, 
the Foundation organized a 
series of seminars and symposia 
since 1989. usually in conjunc¬ 
tion with a local organization. 
In November 1992. in a sympo¬ 
sium on "Democracy and the 
Rule of Law" dealing with 
questions of constitutional juris¬ 
diction, two Jordanian lawyers 
and two German scholars, 
experts in these matters, led 
lively debates in which His •’ 
'Rdy&LHighness Crown “Prince .• 
Hassan participated actively. 
The seminar was attended by a 
range of people with varying 
interests. 

The KAF is determined to 
support Jordan's path towards 
democracy. Proof of this is the 
symposium organized jointly 
with the General Federation of 
Jordanian Women and the Uni¬ 
versity of Women, on the prem¬ 
ises of the timer, in September 
1993. The timely topic, 6 
weeks before the multi-party 
elections for the Lower House 
of the Parliament, dealt with 
“The Role of Women in the 


Democratic Process in Jordan". 
Part of the preparations for this 
gathering, attended by hun¬ 
dreds of women, was the opin¬ 
ion poll conducted by Jordan 
University’s Center for Strate¬ 
gic Studies on Jordanian 
Women’s Participation in 
Political Life, which sampled 
1.018 men and 1.032 women. 
A report on this poll consti¬ 
tuted the first part of the 
symposium. 

From its inception, the KAF 
has been a loyal partner to Jor¬ 
dan’s ongoing democratization 
process. Numerous confer¬ 
ences and seminars with 
national and international par¬ 
ticipation have been held. To 
name a few: "Political Party 
Workshop" (1994), ‘The Role 
of. the Media in a Democracy” 
(1994), “Electoral Legislation 
as the Foundation of a Demo¬ 
cratic System" 11995). "Parlia¬ 
mentary Work: Realities and 
Prospects” (1995). “Women's 
Participation in the Democratic 
Development of the Jordanian 
Society” (1996). “The National 
Charter and the Democratic 
Development of Jordan” 
(1996). "Regional Economic 
Co-operation in the Mediterra¬ 
nean" (1996). Between 1994 
and 1996 most seminars and 
conferences have been orga¬ 
nized in close co-operation 

Continued on page 8 


New Munich trade fair 


opens in February 


AFTER THE ground-breaking 
ceremony for the New Munich 
Trade Fair Center in 1994 and 
the laying of the foundation 
stone in June 1995, the roofing 
ceremony on June 1996 was 
the last major milestone before 
completion of tins large con¬ 
struction project. The New 
Munich Trade Fair Center will 
open on 12 February 1998. 

The need for a new trade fair 
grounds in Munich was obvi¬ 
ous from the demand for exhi¬ 
bition space from the 1980s. 
The project's realisation began 
in 1991. After an EU-wide 
competition for urban and land¬ 
scape planning, ideas for the 
new town quarter of Riem had 
created the basis for the new 
trade fair grounds’ location, a 
competition was held on the 
realisation of the New Munich 
Trade Fair Centre. In January 
1992. an international Jury 
awarded the first prize to the 
Danish office of architects BBP 
in Copenhagen. From 1993. 
planning team of architects and 
engineers continued work on 
the New Munich Trade fair 
Center. 

Munich’s new trade fair 
grounds are distinguished by 
their clarity and functionality. 
Future users—exhibitors and 
visitors—will benefit from the 
following: 

■ Support-less halls that per¬ 
mit maximum flexibility when 
planning. No other trade fair 
grounds in Germany have such 
ideal exhibition conditions. 

■ Highly flexible use due to 
easy divisibility of the entire 
grounds for parallel or overlap¬ 
ping irade events 

■ Equality of exhibition 
areas 

■ Good orientation through¬ 
out the grounds and in the halls 
for exhibitors and visitors alike 

■ An efficient visitor guid¬ 
ance system within the grounds 

■ Spacious loading and 
unloading zones. 

■ Efficient links with trans¬ 
port systems through two 
underground stations at the 
entrances West and East, two 
feeder roads to the motorway, 
and parking for some 13,000 
cars 

■ Green open spaces and 
recreation areas within the 
grounds for exhibition and 
visitors. 

The 1CM—International Con¬ 
gress Center Munich for more 
than 6.500 people is integrated 


into the new trade fair grounds. 
The facilities have been designed 
for flexible use. Rooms for 20 to 
3,000 people are ideal both for 

events held in conjunction with 
trade fairs and for congresses and 
conferences held independently 
of trade fairs. 

On 12 February 1998, the 
first stage of construction will 
have been completed and the 
new site of approx. 73ba will 
have a gross exhibition area of 
140.000sqm in halls. In the sec¬ 
ond and final stage of construc¬ 
tion, hall capacity will be 
extended to 200,000sqra. Out¬ 
side the trade fair grounds, a 
further 18ha are earmarked as a 
special site for BAUNA and for 
parking. 

The western approach to the 
trade fair grounds will feature 


attractive green open spaces 
and lakes, and the exhibition 
halls will be linked by a central 
atrium with planted areas for 
recreation and relaxation. The 
obvious functional advantages 
will complement the design ro 
give the New Munich Trade 
Fair Centre its individual 
appearance. The new trade fair 
grounds will also blend per¬ 
fectly into the new town quar¬ 
ter of Riem. 

Messe Munchen was aware, 
from the start, of its environ¬ 
mental responsibility and, 
therefore, included ecological 
aspects in the planning of the 
New Munich Trade Fair Cen¬ 
ter. Although it was not obliged 
to do so by law, Messe Mun¬ 
chen arranged for the planning 
and construction of the New 


Munich Trade Fair Center to be 
accompanied by an environ¬ 
mental compatibility tesL Dur¬ 
ing the preliminary stages, sev¬ 
eral expertise were 
commissioned. Their results 
were included in both the plan¬ 
ning and actual construction 
work. 

As a result of the environ¬ 
mental compatibility test, 17 
percem of the grounds, cover¬ 
ing a total area of 73h;». were 
earmarked for green open 
spaces, including more than 
2 JM.K) large trees, approx. 
70.0UU appropriate bushes and 
smaller trees, plants for facades 
and some uf the roofs. A ditch 
system for rcinwatcr seepage 
will relieve the burden on the 
seweres at the trade fair 
^rounds. ■ 
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MESSE MONCHEN 
INTERNATIONAL 


At 


Timing 1998 

Munich International Trade Fairs 


Event* attha New Munich Trad* Fair Centre 


W-22/2/1998- C-B-ftMBnchen! 29th Coravon- 
BooC-titenwrto n d Travel Market Exhibition 
with lo g w eek of the 

New Munich trade Fair Canhe 


oWEl 19-23/10/1998 - SYSTEMS 98T 
t jjl 17th IrTternaiional Trade Fair a>d Congress for 
Information Technology ond TetaconvnunkaKom 


30/3-5/4/1998 - BAUMA! 25th International Trade 
ft* for Contraction Machinery, Bufcfing Mat end 
Modwies, Construction Vehides and Equipment 

21-24/4/1993 - ANALYTIC/*; 16lh International 
Trade Far and Anolyticn Conference for Analysis, 
laboratory Technology, tXognoflia and Btotedi mi togr 


30/T0-1/TI/1998 - MINERAL!ENTAGE 
MUNCHEN *98,35th JfflernaSonol Sales Exhibitioi 
(BURSE) and German Geological Trade Fair 
(GEOfA) forMinerafe. Fossils. Crystals, Precious 
Stones, Spedafzed Literature and Accessories 


10-13/11/1998 - ELECTRONICAJ 


24-3&/6/1998 - EITEC, 

20th Trade fter for BecWfcal Engine er ing 


18th In te rnational Trade Fair for Components and 
Assemblies in Bedro<*a 


8-12/7/1998 -INTERFORST; 

8th Entemationd Trade for for Forestry and 
Log Twnber Ta t hn ofogy with Sdanlifie Conferences 
and Spedtd Shows and Displays 


23/11-4/12/1998 - HEIM + HANDWERK. 

21st Safas E ri v h Biun for Building. Decoration and 


MMG Events outside Germany 




2-5/8/T998 - tSPO - Sammes*? 

49th htnractional Trade Fear for Sports Equipment 
and Fashion 


Summer 1998 - IRANCONMJN ’98, 

3rd I nte rnational Trade Fair for the Construction 
Industry, the Buildrip- Materials Industry, and Mining 
(Tedmicd management: MMG/IMAG), Tehran, bon 




26-30/5/1998-IMEGfl^ 

5th bitemafonal Trade ftsr for the Restaurant and 
Catering Industries and for the Food Trade 


September 1998 - SIB 98,7th International Trade 
U Fair for Imports and Exports Pedmieal management; 
MMG/IMAG), Novosibirsk. Sfoerro 


8-1VWJ998 -EXPOPHABM, 
International Phcnnaceuiimkfiotr 


Infonnation on other trade fairi outside Ger m any 
upon request. 


For information pleas contact 

Messe MQnchen GmbH Messeagelande 

D-80325 Munchen 

Telephone (-+49 89) 5107-0 

Telefax (+49 89) 5107-506 

Telex 5212086 ameg d 

•E-mail: Info® messe-muenchen.de 





MESSE MONCHEN INTERNATIONAL 

THE HALLMARK FOR QUALITY TRADE FAIRS 
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JORDANIAN CONSULTING 
ENGINEERING CO. (jCE) 

A Joint Jordanian-German Company 


Represented by its board of directors extends its 
warmest congratulations to the government and people 
of the Federal Republic of Germany on the occasion of 


German Unity Day, 

which commemorates on 3rd of October* 


Jordanian Consulting Engineer Co. (jCE) * s 
multi-disciplinary consulting firm performing 
engineering tasks in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
and neighboring Middle-Eastern countries. 49% of JCE 
shares are owned by the German Firm CES Consulting 
Engineers Salzgitter GmbH. The establishment of a 
joint company between JCE & CES in early 1994 was to 
mark the beginning of a joint co-operation between 
German and Jordanian engineers for the service of all 
countries in the region. 


Jordanian Consulting Engineer Co. (JCE) 

TEL (962 6) 606IS0 - 682 (SO - 687369-696923 -700712(3 
Fax . (962 6) 682150 - 696923 
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EST.F0R inDUSTRIflL ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES 


Trading marketing & distribution of Industrial Electrical Supplies 
The main Activity Panel Builder, Wholesaler & Retailer 


GtQUPE SCHNEIDER 


iTeJemecanique 


I-JSOU PF. STH.vn PER 


MERLIN GERIN 


CROCK iCHSElD*£ 


Control and protection 
Detection 


Man-machine dialog 

Panel braiding and cabling accessories 

Power distribution 

Programmable and automation products 


* L V Air circuit breaker 

* LV Moduled case circuit breakers & 
switch-disconnectors 

* Multi 9 range 

* Earth leakage protection 

“ Enclosures 


For more information 
contact us: 

Mr. Arfan Riad Takriti 
Tel. (962-6) 751410 
Fax. (962-6) 756605 
Mobile. (962-79) 31266 
P.O.Box 830507, 

Amman 11183 Jordan 
E-mail: arfan@go.com.jo 


VISIT OUR WEB SITE 

http:// 

www.arabia. 

com/arfan/ 
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Hannover Fair 



ars of development 


THE DATE 18 August 1947 
saw the beginning of what later 
to become “the Hannover mira¬ 
cle". In five old factory halls, 
the first “Hannover Export 
Fair.” was opened The event 
soon rumed into the HANNO¬ 
VER FAIR, which is lodav the 
barometer of the state of the 
international economy. This 
successful evergreen is 50 
years old. 

It was the British who 
inflicted the “Fair of Fairs" on 
Hannover. 

At first Hannoveriarts had to 
be forced into accepting their 
good luck: This was the reali¬ 
zation by some British officers 
that Germany had to stand on 
its own feet again after the war. 
This was met by a rather hesi¬ 
tant attitude on the pan of local 
politicians. They had consider¬ 
able doubts: would the exhibi¬ 
tion make the housing shortage 
even more accute. because of 
lack of hotels? Would rooms 
made available for visitors to 
the fair perhaps be comman¬ 
deered afterwards for refugees? 
Would industry even be w filing 
to take part? 

"In accordance with a sug¬ 
gestion by General Robertson, 
the City of Hannover has 
resolved to stage the lair 
despite certain reservations." In 
fact, the “suggestion" of the 
British commander-in-chief 
had been more in the nature of 
an order which it was scarcely 
possible to disregard. 

There followed a number of 
hectic weeks of hardship, dur¬ 
ing which the fair seemed sev¬ 
eral times to be in jeopardy. 
But all these woes were forgot¬ 
ten at a stroke when the first 
“Hannover Export Fair” 
opened its doors. 

Some 73ij.<X*0 visitors 
flocked to the fair. Not that 
least attraction was the “party 
.menu” of grey bread rolls filled,, 
with fish and a glass of syn¬ 
thetic v. ine !• r~ r- ery re- 
delicacies which caused the 
event to be popularly chris¬ 
tened the "fish roll fair." The 
school holidays were moved 
that fair auesix could be 
accommodated in schot.-l.- Vi>- 
ilors were received in a gigan¬ 
tic tent at Kropoke. 


In the five old factory halls 
of the Vereinigtc Leichtmetali- 
werke. everything that post-war 
Germany could make was on 
show. About 1,300 exhibitors 
displayed their products on an 
area of 30.000 square metres: 
the smallest diesel engine that 
then existed, a miniature AC/ 
DC radio receiver, collapsible 
perambulators, new types of 
false teeth and measuring 
instruments of all kinds. The 
range of goods offered by the 
electrical industry was already 
remarkable wide. 

“We toiled day and night 
with two or three people to 
build our stand, and if neces¬ 
sary we would have dragged 
the bricks along ourselves." 
Wilhelm Kahle, today honorary 
president of the consumer elec¬ 
tronics section of the electrical 
trades federation ZVE1. But in 
those days, a young Telefunken 
employee who experienced the 
HANNOVER FAIR practically 
from its beginnings, still has 
vivid recollections of the first 
years of the Fair. 

What W 2 s called for above 
ail in those days was the ability 
to manage with the little that 
was available; for example, 
sexcral companies jointly 
developed a radio called “Stan¬ 
dard super." to make the opti¬ 
mum use of the meager stock 
of valves and other components 
that were available. 

Things developed at a 
breathtaking pace: in 1950 food 
rationing was abolished in Ger¬ 
many. and Economics Minister 
Ludwig Eduard propagated- the 
market economy. The first pho- 
rotelegrjph was presented at 
the fair, and the portable wire¬ 
less exhibited by Telefunken 
couid be operated—what a sen¬ 
sation—not only on mains 
power but also by batteries. 
The set weighed about 5 kilos 
_,„aod .cost 398 marks—which 
was more than a month's salary 
at that time. Despite the feeling 
of new departures, the "eco¬ 
nomic miracle" did not happen 
overnight. “If there was one 
thing that was certain in those 
days, it was that no-one could 
be certain how things would go 
on.” 

Innovations such as the first 








pocket transistor radio (1956) 
or the stereo gramophone 
record produced in Germany 
that was shown in Hannover in 
1958 were milestones along the 
road. 

Among the most passion¬ 
ately sought after of trade fair 
novelties were nylon stockings: 
in the 1950s people were redis¬ 
covering the pleasures of con¬ 
sumption after years of doing 
without, and the HANNOVER 
FAIR became a shop-window. 
Growth and prosperity. The 40- 
hour w eek was introduced, the 
one millionth migrant worker 
was greeted with garlands of 
flowers. Ludwig Erhard's 
appeals to - keep a. sense of pro¬ 
portion fell on deaf cars. The 
factories were working at full 
capacity, people spent money 
like water. "Industry boomed, 
especially the electrical, engi¬ 
neering and office equipment 
sectors. The coming thing was 
colour television in iy67 the 
first coloured pictures were 
broadcast. 

The oil crisis of 1974 sent 
shock waves through the entire 
world economy, and the 
HANNOVER FAIR had to 
struggle. But this growth- 
inhibited period was short 
lived: by 1979 business at the 
Fair was booming again, and 
continued throughout the next 
decade, the decade of the baby 
boomers. 

Trade fairs do not take place 
for their own sake. Rather, 
trade fair policy has to adapt to 
the changing business need. As 
a rule, small cautious correc¬ 
tives are sufficient. But when 
decisive alterations are made to 
a well-established and interna¬ 
tionally recognised events 
because they are threatening to 
be overwhelmed by their own 
success, then it is necessary to 
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COc Ltd. 

of 



- Telecommunications 

- Automation 

- Industrial and Building Systems 

- Drives and Standard Products 

- Motors and UPS Systems 

On the occassion of the German Unity Day 

F, &= ICettaneh (Management & Staff) 


Congratulates the German Government, 
the Staff of the German Embassy in Amman and the 

German People 

Wishing for them great progress and 




have the courage to lake risks. 
This wax demonstrated by 
those responsible at Deutsche 
Messe AG in 19S5 when they 
decided to redefine the struc¬ 
ture. a structure that evolved in 
the course of a period of 39 
years, of what wus by far the 
most important trade fair tor 
capital aoods in the world; the 
"HANNOVER FAIR.' The hiv¬ 
ing off uf CeBIT, the office. 

information and communica¬ 
tions technology section of the 
event, into a separate fair from 
!986 onwards was the onlv 
way to satisfy the exhibitors' 
demands for space and visitors. 

In the year before this "cell 
division." the eight-day 
HANNOVER FAIR had been 
attended by 860 .(* 0 u visitors. 
Two years later, in 1987. 
495.000 came to the HANNO¬ 
VER FAIR INDUSTRY, as it 
was now known, and a good 
400.000 to CeBIT Since then, 
the sum of the guests at Hanno¬ 
ver's two most"important inter¬ 
national fairs has risen well 
past the million mark. Above 
all CeBIT, the "lair that ruus by 
itself." is the subject of enor¬ 
mous interest in the explosively 
expanding field of information 
and communications technol¬ 
ogy: in 1995 some 750.000 
people took the opportunity to 
inform themselves, about the 
entire range of products that the 
sector can offer. 

In 1996 the promoters 
accommodated the wishes of 
the exhibitors in having more 
space and time for their discus¬ 
sions with customers and peo¬ 
ple from the trade by raising 
admission prices and shorten¬ 
ing the fair from eight days to 
seven. The fall in the number 
of visitors to bOT.flOU was in 
line with their intentions. As a 
compensatory event for the 
wide republic. CeBIT Home 
was instituied: with 545 exhibi¬ 
tors and 215.000. 

The changed biannual 
rhythm has long become estab¬ 
lished. In the odd years the 
major areas are "electric auto¬ 
mation technology", “power 
transmission and control" and 
"tools, factory equipment and 
compressed air technology." 
which join the annual specialist 
fairs for "electrical engineer¬ 
ing." “subcontractors and 
industrial materials." "lighting 
technology." "research and 


technology” and “rail transport 
technology.” In the even years 
the dominant fields are those of 
energy technology, including 
renewable energies, and the 
whole broad field of product 
and process-integrated environ¬ 
mental technology, as well as 
the fields of “robotics and auto¬ 
mation." "materials handling 
and logistics” and “surface 
treatment.” 

The HANNOVER FAIR, 
which has more recently aban¬ 
doned the suffix “industry" 


again, is attended by between 
7,100 and 7,300 exhibitors 
each year. The "slimming 
cure" that the fair underwent in 
1995. being shortened from 
eight days to six. has not dam¬ 
aged its international renown. 
The participation of foreign 
companies has increased sub¬ 
stantially. On the visitor side, 
however, the expected fall took 
place: in iy95 only 300.000 
people came to the biggest 
industrial display in the world, 
although in 1996 the number 
rose again to 350.000. 

Hannover as a trade fair 
location does not however live 
only from its prestige events 
the HANNOVER FAIR and 
CeBIT. The carpet and floor- 
coverings fair DOMOTEX. the 
International Automobile Exhi¬ 
bition tIAA) Commercial 
Vehicles, the specialist hospi¬ 
tals fair 1NTERHOSP1TAL, 
Euro-BLECH. BIOTECH- 
N1CA. AGR1TECHNICA. 
EURO-TIER and CON- 
STRUCTEC are all part of the 
regular program, as are the cel¬ 
ebrated fair for wood¬ 
processing machinery LIGNA. 
including interHOLZ. and also 
the mctal-proccssing fair EMO 
and the textile machinery exhi¬ 
bition ITMA. 

All in all. Deutsche Messe 
AG recorded nearly 2.6 million 
visitors in io%. 10 percent of 
these from abroad. Of the 
24.80(1 exhibitors almost one 
third came from other coun¬ 
tries. The rented floor area was 
20 percent up on the previous 
• year*""to 2.4 million square 
metres gross. All this adds up 
to a record tum-over of DM 
407 million: only 10 years ago 
turnover was just under half as 
much. ■ 
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with the New Jordan Research 
Center. Publications on the 
proceedings are available at the 
foundations office in Amman. 

As a major part of KAFs 
1997 program, a series of four 
workshops has been organized 
in co-operation with the AI- 
Kutba Institute for Human 
Development and the General 
Federation of Jordanian 
Women. 

The aim was to increase 
women’s knowledge of the 
principles of a democratic soci¬ 
ety and the rules and regula¬ 
tions of parliamentary repre¬ 
sentation. The workshops also 
educated them to become com¬ 
petent voters who are con¬ 
scious of their needs and inter¬ 
ests, and taught them how to 
cooperate so as to effect 
change in favor of Jordanian 
women's needs and rights 
through parliamentary repre¬ 
sentation. The four workshops 
took place in the northern, cen¬ 
tral and southern parts of the 
Kingdom, namely in Aqaba, 
Mafraq. Irtoid and Zarqa. They 
were followed in September 
1997 by a National Conference 
in Amman. 

In each of the workshops 
women not only learned about 
the principles of political 
democracy but drafted, in vari¬ 
ous stages a “women's 
agenda”— a preliminary list of 
10 women's issues and con¬ 
cerns for the next parliament to 
tackle. The list of each work¬ 
shop reflects the subjects that 
are of greatest concern for the 
women of each region. Before 
the end of each workshop, the 
women voted for five represen¬ 
tatives from their ranks to rep¬ 
resent them officially at a 
National Conference in 
Amman. This conference 
brought together some 150 
people representing officials, 
local and foreign NGO's. 
women's organizations, and a 
selection of candidates running 
for parliament The .national 
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Continued from page 7 


conference pro¬ 
vided a forum 
for an intensive 
and democratic 
discussion of 
women's needs 
and rights in 
Jordan. 

Concluding 
this national 
gathering, the 
four lists were 
merged into 
one unified 
agenda of 10 
major issues 
that the women 
used and will 
use as a plat¬ 
form for dis¬ 
cussion with 
other women 
and potential 
candidates for 
the next 

parliament. 

Hopefully 
this will result 
in increased 
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self- dnd political awareness of 
women and a stronger commit¬ 
ment of candidates to tackle 
women's issues in their future 
parliamentary work. 

Since a basic prerequisite 
for democratization is eco¬ 
nomic stability and the well¬ 
being of the target group, pro¬ 
grams on economic questions 
and problems are also at the 
core of KAFs activities. Of 
particular importance is Jor¬ 
dan's future role within the 
framework of the planned 
Euro-Med free-trade zone and 
economic relations with Jor¬ 
dan’s direct neighbors. After 
the 1996 international confer¬ 
ence on “Regional Economic 
Co-operation in the Mediterra¬ 
nean”, a follow-up on the 
“EU-Jordan partnership agree¬ 
ment” has been organized in 
close co-operation with the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
and the support of the German 
Chambers of Industry in 
Jordan. 

As a supplement to farmer 
programs on democratiZE^ion. 


new co-operation '.wit h^th tr; 
French research. center i JGBl--; ‘ 
MOC, based in Amman.VwilL_. 
come into effect as ”• 

the centre of the cprppda ^2 
will be a research' pixpectr^lvX 
tics and the. State in/'-.fOflJan, - 
1946-1996“. A serieFqfii^ji=;^ : . 
shops presenting the ounteswf ” 
of the research will b&fcejdjtir 
Amman during 1998. r . 

As can be seen 
above description, theactivi- - 
ties of the KAF^S ' 'JoftlaB ‘. 
office are numerous: Reafeid '^ 
programs are -evahiatqdf ; :aiM. • 
new political developtnents in' 
Jordan are teteninitb accpteth-,. 
Thus KAF strives >, 

ble and loyal partner 
danian counterparts: - 

for the common goak 
tainoble social and/femcterafic 
development of Jordan; ■*;£y 
/ 

The writer is me rtfn^ 

- sentative of theKonxad. 

.ideadur Faundatwiiik _ 
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Industrial location eastern Germany: Many 
foreign investors find location advantages 
are particularly useful for exporting to east¬ 
ern European countries. Future-oriented 
industries are also locating in that part of 
the world. 


Trade Fairs is an attractive environment: 
The Fair Company applies this slogan 
consistently. 
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irecting Iran’s foreign policy 

for a more open government 


3 


By Robin Wrigh 

.. jffiW YORK—[a one way or another, 
, Kama! Kharrazi has been the voice of Iran 
,fw roost ofthe past two decades. Shortly 
after the 1979 revolution, he was named 
I?® 0 ™ 511 * of the Islamic Republic News 
Agency- ban’s sole news service. Shortly 
--.after Iraq s invasion in 1980, he became 
" ea ° 4 5” s ^ ar Information Headquar- 
•teis, the primary purveyor of developments 
in one o f the century’s grisliest conflicts. 
Khanan s impact in both jobs, held jointly 
for almost a decade, was so profound that 
**. wa ? awarded with the job of Iran’s 
voice in the outside world. He became 
ambassador to the United Nations in 1989. 

Last month, the US-educated envoy was 
rewarded once again. Kharrazi was named 
foreign minister, the voice of Iranian diplo¬ 
macy ..by Iran's new president 

In New York last week for the opening 
of the UN General Assembly and to pack 
up for the move back home, Khanazi gave 
his maiden address as foreign minister—a 
speech watched closely and "somewhat 
favorably*’ by Washington, according to 
Clinton administration officials. “Progress 
of a pluralistic world with a great and ever- 
increasing variety of thoughts, ideas, 
beliefs, traditions and values depends on 
the promotion of tolerance and modera¬ 
tion.” he told the United Nations. The for¬ 
eign policy of President Mohammed Kha¬ 
tami’s new government “is founded on 
peace, self-restraint, confidence-building 
and reduction and elimination of tension." 

So soft-spoken that he is sometimes hard 
to hear, Kharrazi, 53, has moved-into a 
variety of professions far afield from his 
doctoral studies in education.at the Univer¬ 
sity of Houston—and membership, in 1976. 
in the American Association of University 
Professors. Yet, he still delves into academe 
in his spare time, writing books in Persian 
on everything from the impact of chemical 
weapons to the strategies of learning, as 
well as articles in English for Harvard’s 
Middle East Review. 

Pressed about his bobbies, aides say the 
only activity they’ve ever seen him engage 
in is reading. “You could travel with him 
for 24 hours and not notice he was with 
you, he’s so quiet" said one colleague. His 
neat beard tipped white and bespectacled, 
Kharrazi is also demure in dress. Like bis 
wife, who wean traditional Islamic cover¬ 
ing, he adheres to the revolution's male 
dress code—a short stand-up collar and no 
tie, the latter considered a symbol of the 


West and its imposed culture. 

As the voice of the new Khatami govern¬ 
ment Kharrazi will be a key man to watch, 
US officials say, to see if Tehran’s new pol¬ 
icy of openness at home translates into for¬ 
eign policy—and eventually leads to bridg¬ 
ing the gap between the world Kharrazi 
once lived in and his homeland. 

Question: In May, Iran held a presi¬ 
dential election. M ohammed Khatami 
upset the front-runner on the basis of 
fresh ideas—from the formation of multi¬ 
ple political parties to a free press. What 
does his election mean for Iran? 

Answer It’s a very important point in 
Iranian political life. The atmosphere in Iran 
has changed. Over the next years, parties 
will be shaped and there will be more cultu¬ 
ral activities, more newspapers and maga¬ 
zines in the market As has been clearly said 
by our minister of culture, the approach he 
has is quite different from the last minister 
of culture. He thinks that through engage¬ 
ment, through openness and transparency, 
the Islamic culture can develop and play its 
role—not only in Iron, but also in the region 
and the world. Therefore, he emphasizes 
dialogues between civilizations and cul¬ 
tures. He encourages openness. 

Do you anticipate, as a result or this 
openness, that there will be greater pub¬ 
lic debate about ideas, political as well as 
cultural? 

Why not? I myself promoted tin's idea I 
had a meeting with the chief editors of Ira¬ 
nian newspapers and encouraged them to 
criticize the foreign ministry. If you criti¬ 
cize, I learn, and I don’t mind how much 
you criticize. Feel free and do your best. 
This is the policy of the government Hope¬ 
fully, it will be very helpful for the more 
successful operation of the government 

Two critical constituencies during tins 
election were women and youth. Do you 
anticipate the government taking action 
to encourage tire participation of women, 
perhaps to relax some- of the restrictions 
on women and to bring more young peo¬ 
ple into government? 

Yes, that is one of the policies of the new 
government: to give more roles for women 
and youth. One of the main principles of 
President Khatami [is] that women have the 
right to be more active in Iranian life. 
That’s why he appointed a woman as his 
vice president and [why] he supports the 
activities of Iranian women to acquire their 


rights in all aspects of society. 

IF you compared the status of women in 
Iranian society, it's much higher than other 
countries in that region. We have many Ira¬ 
nian women in Parliament. We have Iranian 
deputy ministers and women reporters, a lot 
of them. And women have the chance to 
work in the judiciary, especially in courts 
assigned to family issues arej divorce. In 
universities, you find lot of women profes¬ 
sors, as well as students. 

It is true that in the Iranian system, the 
Islamic dress code has to be observed. It is 
true some of them don't like the dress code. 
But if you ask women, many prefer Islamic 
dress because they find Islamic identity in 
that dress and they find it helpful to be 
respected, not to be harassed. 

You spoke Id your UN speech about ll a 
dialogue among civilizations rather than 
a clash of civilizations.” Is this your way 
of saying that Islam and the West, and 
the ideas of the two societies, can co-exist 
and are compatible? 

Sure, why not? This has been true ail 
through the last centuries—that there has 
been cooperation between Islamic civiliza¬ 
tion and the Western civilization. This has 
to be continued. Why should there be a 
clash of civilizations? There should be 
cooperation and understanding between civ¬ 
ilizations. That is really what we promote. 
President Khatami’s idea about having a 
dialogue between civilizations, cultures and 
religions is a serious one. 

You also spoke at the UN about the 
“the expansion of relations with all coun¬ 
tries on the basis or rautnal respect.” At 
the same time, there is improvement in 
the way Iran and the United States talk 
about each other. When you talk about 
expansion of relations with all countries, 
do you foresee this, in the not-too-distant 
future, including the United States? 

A: In principle, yes. But it depends if 
there will be a change of behavior and pol¬ 
icy from the US side. We recognize the 
United Stales. If relations are based on 
mutual respect and equal Footing and if the 
US changes its behavior toward Iran and its 
policies toward Iran, in the new atmos¬ 
phere. certainly there could be talks, there 
could be development of relations. 

The problem is that (while) it is true that 
the tone may have been changed, the poli¬ 
cies of the US against Iran have not 
changed. The same hostility against Iran is 
going on. The sanctions policy is still in 


place and the US does not miss any oppor¬ 
tunity to make problems for Iran, to make 
obstacles in the efforts by Iran for peace and 
security in the region. 

What steps does Iran want to see from 
the US to help build mutual confidence? 
It's dear the US is not going to Kit sanc¬ 
tions as a first step. Are there thing ; Iran 
would tike to see as a way of mdicating 
Washington is interested in a process 
that might lead to something more 
substantive? 

The US cannot deny the strategic impor¬ 
tance of Iran in the region, and the positive 
role that Iran can play in peace and security 
of the region. Therefore, it depends on the 
will of the US—if the US wants to recog¬ 
nize this importance or to block the role 
Iran can play. If they are interested to see 
Iran play on important and a positive role in 
that region, they will have to change their 
attitudes and policies toward Iran. The ball 
is in the court of the Americans. 

The Americans say the same thing 
about Iran. Are we likely to see, over tin 
next four years, a new kind of stalemate 
where both sides say ‘I'm not going to act 
until the other acts first'? 

They have put sanctions against us. They 
are making accusations against us. They are 
blocking us from any positive role in the 
region. So if they believe in what they said, 
they have to show that in their deeds, not 
only in their words. 

The Americans specifically talk about 
Iran's support for groups that have been 
associated with acts of violence— Hamas, 
Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad. Clinton admin¬ 
istration officials say the critical thing 
they’re watching is whether Iran main¬ 
tains the same level of support for these 
groups. Is Iran going to continue its 
support? 

First, they have to prove that Iran sup¬ 
ports these groups with military assistance 
or support their violence. We don’t deny 
that we have convergent ideas with Islamic 
movements in the region. And we don't 
deny that we send humanitarian support to 
Hezbollah because they are fighting against 
aggressors. But there is no proof that we 
have supported the violence. 

On that point, the Palestinians recently 
charged that Iran was ultimately behind 
the July 30 and the Sept. 4 suicide bomb¬ 
ings in Jerusalem, that the suicide bomb¬ 


ers had trained in Iran. The person who 
was injured when he blew himself op in 
Jerusalem a few months ago claimed he 
was trained in Iran. Yon asked for proof. 
Those are people who make very specific 

allegations. 

Traveling to Iran is not a crime if their 
passports show they have visas. We have to 


receive any information officially by tbe US 
or others to prove that if anybody, on Iranian 

territory has been involved in training these 
people. So far, we have not received any 
official information. ■ 

LA Tones- Washington Post- 
News Service 
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"Now that Ted Turner Pledged SI billion to tbe UX, let's have BB1 Gates 
pick up our NATO tab, and allow Warren Buffett to underwrite the Navy." 


Fabled Crimean resort losing its magic 


By Carol J. Williams 

YALTA, Ukraine—Like-a ver¬ 
tical rotisserie, Irina ZIunitsina 
stands and slowly revolves her 
browning figure in the Black 
Sea sun in the firm belief that 
that is the best method of soak¬ 
ing up the fading rays of late 
summer. 

In the heyday of Soviet holi¬ 
day-taking, vacationers like this 
21 -year-old student from the 
Siberian outpost of Magadan 
had to stand while sunbathing 
for lack of space on tbe pebbly 
public beaches that were verita¬ 
ble forests of human bodies. 

Today, the only reminders of 
the masses that once thronged 
this fabled Crimean resort from 
May through September are 
arrows painted on the prome¬ 
nade to separate strollers into 
opposing lanes. 

Hit by an economic recession 
that has made paupers of mil¬ 
lions throughout the former 
Soviei Union and left die new 
Ukrainian owners without me 
means to maintain their wind¬ 
fall, Yalta and the chain or 
resorts overlooking the murky 
Black Sea no longer suffer the 
seasonal maladies of seam¬ 
bursting crowds and pedestrian 

^Crimea's hotels, gu***?^ 
and campgrounds are drawing 
fewer than half of their Soviet- 
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government agencies that act as 
proprietors have neither tbe 
money 7 nor- the interest to 
-imprqve service. •' 

7 There’s no economic free¬ 
dom here. This is just a notion 
. that is talked ^about in govern¬ 
ment and the newspapers,” 
complains Alexander Kutyshev. 
deputy director of tbe state 
museum at Iivadia Palace, 
venue of the 1945 Yalta Confer¬ 
ence that crafted the posf-World 
War II division of Europe. “The 
last private owner in this region 
was the czar.” 

Lawmakers in the Ukrainian 
capital, Kiev, have yet to create 
a legal foundation protecting 
property rights, which has 
impeded-both foreign and local 
investment. 

While the slump in tourism 
has made Crimea one of the 
most depressed regions of eco¬ 
nomically devastated Ukraine, 
the hard times are seen by some 
as a natural correction of the 
warped Communist system that 
provided a few prerequisites— 
like afl-ex pease-paid vacations 
—m lieu of a currency with any 
real buying power or an econ¬ 
omy driven by consumer 
demand. 

Although it was then impos¬ 
sible for individuals to organize 
vacations, thousands of facto¬ 
ries and government offices 
provided favored employees 
with 24-day “pulevki" that cov¬ 
eted everything from air fare 
and hotel rooms to sightseeing 
excursions and communal 
meals. Individual travel was so 
taie and frowued-upon that 
those who arrived outside the 
slate package-tour confines 
were labeled “dikiye — 
savages. 

But tbe wild ones now are the 

only encouraging exception to 

a bleak tourism picture, as they 
are feeding a fledgling bed-and- 
hreakfast network and provid¬ 
ing modest income to those 
locals with rooms to let. 

“I wouldn’t gel by if not for 
the overtightens,” says 
Ivanashenko, a reared1 beauti¬ 
cian whose $30 
Son is often ^ She and ^ 
legion of pensmrws who meg 
planes, trains and buses to offer 

accommodation can gti J™ 
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now we can go where we want 
and decide for ourselves how to 
spend our money.” 

Few are spending it at hotels 
and guest houses that run 
upward of S30 a night, as evi¬ 
denced by record low occu¬ 
pancy rates and abandoned con¬ 
struction. Hundreds of concrete 
skeletons of half-built hotels dot 
the seashore, marking the stage 


at which their stale underwriters 
realized the folly of expansion. 
Hundreds of other smaller guest 
houses have ceased to operate 
even in high season because 
there are too few travelers to 
support a staff. 

Even the most prized loca¬ 
tions that coddled Communist 
Party bosses and Kremlin mili¬ 
tary brass have fallen into disre¬ 


pair. The famed “dacha” com¬ 
plex at Foros that was former 
Soviei leader Mikhail S. Gorba¬ 
chev's playground-turned- 
prison in the 1991 coup against 
him is now the property of the 
Ukrainian presidential adminis¬ 
tration. It stands empty but for a 
handful of guards deployed to 
keep out intruders. 

Occupancy for August was 


down 19 percent at Crim-Tour 
facilities compared with the 
same month last year, which 
itself was a record low for the 
biggest tourism enterprise in the 
region. 

Unlike those who concede 
that the state's unrelenting grip 
on property is the main deter¬ 
rent to recovery. Mikhailov 
blames the slump on bad 
weather. 'Warm temperatures 
began only in mid-July, and 
thunderstorms plagued the 
peninsula throughout August 

Russians also now need a 
visa to visit Ukraine—a time- 
consuming nuisance not 
required of them for many 
Western holioay destinations. 

“Eighty percent of our visi¬ 
tors are Russians, but they feel 
less at home here than in Israel 
or Cyprus," Alexei Paksheyev. 
the Crimean government's chief 
consultant on service industry 
development, says of the grow¬ 
ing Ukrainian influences in Cri¬ 
mea. “In Israel, you can get 
three television channels in 
Russian, while in Crimea you 
can only get one. Why would 
anyone choose to come to a 
place where they feel like an 
outsider and can't even take a 
hot shower?” ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice 
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PERKY & BEAJNZ by Russell Myers 
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ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 
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By Stacy Jenel Smith 


Legendary singer/songwriter/producer Brian Wilson has 
been working on a solo album at his Chicago recording stu¬ 
dio. And. of course, fans of the former Beach Boys lead can 
bear him on Carafe and Wendy Wilson’s recently-released 
debut album, "The Wilsons. " Tbe first single off tbe Mer¬ 
cury Records CD, **Monday Without You, ” features vocals 
by Wilson pere. Carnie says she’s been after her famous dad 
to sing with them for three years, that “out of nowhere he 
said Sure.’” Wilson, who’s as renowned for his emotional 
breakdown and ding problems as he is for producing such 
Beach Boys hits as “Good Vibrations ” and *7 Get Around ," 
was estranged from his daughters for a decade. Carnie says 
they've worked through their differences and things have 
never been better. “He’s remarried, has a new baby, works 
out every day ... he’s healthy and vibrant, very coherent — 
it’s remarkable and wonderful io see.” Wilson Sr. con¬ 
tributed to four tracks on "The Wilsons ," produced two of 
them and is also appearing on "The Wilsons ” new music 
video. 

Rjc Ocasek's new solo Columbia disc is called “Trou- 
blizing. ” “It’s a word I made up. It’s kind of about people’s 
troubles, but takes a funny look at them.” The former lead of 
the Cars has produced many of today's hottest groups in 
recent years and assembled a hot group of musicians from 
those groups for his new CD, including Bad Religion gui¬ 
tarist Brian Baker, Hole bassist Melissa Auf Der Maur, 
Nada Surf drummer Ira Elliot and longtime fnend/Care 
compatriot, keyboardist Greg Hawkes. Also present on tbe 
album (as producer and guitarist on five tracks; is Smashing 
Pumpkins' frontman Bffly Corgan. “I saw him play and 
went back to meet him, ” recalls Ocasek. “We traded num¬ 
bers and whenever be was in New York he’d come over and 
bang out. I know and trust his talent and his philosophy, and 
I thought it was natural to ask him to produce. It was a real 
thrill to have someone I respect take my weak, think about it 
and then do something with it.” 

Country star Trisha Yearwood’s new "Songbook (A Col¬ 
lection of Hits)" offers her fans nine songs, seven of which 
were chart-toppers, as well as three previously unreleased 
tracks including tbe number one single, “How Do / live" 
from Touchstone's "Can Air" actioner, “In Another’s Eyes" 
(a duet with Garth Brooks), and “Perfect Love. “ Years ago. 
an artist had to amass a lifetime’s work before they began 
putting out greatest hits collections- But Yearwood’s career 
has been remarkable since her 1991 debut album, "Trisha 
Yeanvood," went to number two and was certified platinum 
(2 million copies). She remains the only female country artist 
10 attain platinum status or above nn her firtt four affairnc In 
the six years since “She's in Lave Wish the Bay" (her num¬ 
ber one single off her debut discX Trisha has sold 7.5 million 
records and had nine n umb er one singles. SHU, one of foe 
greatest highlights of her career, she says, was performing 
"The Flame, ” (from MCA 1 s Olympics album, “One Voice”) 
before a worldwide TV awfifn^ g the dosing ceremonies 
of tbe 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta. 

We haven’t even gotten to Halloween yet but reconi com¬ 
panies are already beginning to put out tteir Christmas fere. 
A couple of CD’s first out for your stocking stuffing are 
"Hot Rod Holiday" and "Slow Jams Christmas VoL 2” from 
The Right Stuff Records. “Hot Rod Holiday" features 
remastered classic yule tunes from Chock Barry, The 
Beach Boys, Fats Domino and others with such tunes as “I 
Saw Mommy Kissing .Santa Claus” by Dion and “Blue 
Christmas ” by Bobby Vee. 
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By Anca do Maio 

Special to The Star 


hat will an be like in the year 2000 
]A / is the question that many Italian 
*\kf painters are trying to give a posi- 
\j five answer to. This is by demon- 
s.ijjting. in plastic terms, the inva¬ 
lidity of the theory, now exhausted, which 
points out that art is dying. 

The most valuable answers of the Italian 
painters of the ‘90s proving that the urge of 
creation is insubstantial with human nature, 
have been brought together, by the Italian Art. 
and Culture Association ‘ll Polittieo'. into a col¬ 
leen ve exhibition that is touring Beirut Damas¬ 
cus, Amman. Irnid and Cairo. 

On display at live Royal Cultural Center till 
today. Thursday. 2 October, the exhibition does 
not seek to offer an exhaustive image of the 
multifaceted contemporary Italian painting 
scene, said Ihe association's artistic director, 
Mr Massimo Scaringella. 

“Although this is just a part of what has been 
produced this decade in Italy", he continued, 
“we have managed to illustrate in this collection 
the most varied and contrastive aspects of Ital¬ 
ian painting of the '9i is.'* Among the 32 partici¬ 
pants. there are painters of different generations 
coming from all over Italy who live in this 
country or ahrrud. he paints out. "We have not 
avoided the extremes, on the contrary we set 
aside such contrasting artistic positions as Elio 
Marchegianj's archaic approach to painting 
and Carlo Maria ivreriani’s Renaissance-like 
figurative lyrism. Massimo Caialani’s colored 
sand experiments and Giovanni ArcangdTs 
landscapes painted outdoors on his traditional 
easel. Alberto A hate’s Byzantine style or Gae¬ 
tano Di Risn's jnihrurpnwrphie reading of the 
landscapes." he enumerated. 

The result of a two-joar organization, the 
selection proposed by "li Polittieo" is centered 
on the concept of artistic ‘project’. “What inter¬ 
ests us is rather the ‘direction’ of painting rather 
than its material and konographic esthetics.” 
underlines Mr Scnrinccllj. Titled “the Project of 
Essence", the exhibition illustrate?—beyond its 
variety of esthetic languages—the common 
denominators and the major tendencies of Ital¬ 
ian painting at the end of the century. 
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bir Rami Abu Shckra. general manager 
or the Ahu Shakra Trading Agency 
announced die launching of the new 
women's perfume GALA de Dia from 
Loews during the press conference held 
at the Jordan Inter.Continental Hotel in 
the presence of the Export Manager of 
LueweMr Luis Gasset. 

GALA de Dia is the new Aaiaie Fra¬ 
grance offered by Perfumes Lome which 
has been created as a result of the 
changes which took place at the begin¬ 
ning of the nineties, both in sodetv as well 
as in the fashion and perfume realms. 

Women seek the most natural expres- 

*™12 le,r *«««». doing away with any 
artificial sophistication. 3 

Perfumes Loewe has wanted to meet 
Uie need Tor a different wav of fedme 
directs at the ‘New Freshness’ and hS 
created GAlA de Dia. a fresh, sophisti¬ 
cated, esc,usive. fragrance, which is both 
persistent as well as long lasting. 

It is intended for a young woman, sure 
of herself ami with her own, verv femi¬ 
nine style. 

GALA de Dia is. a unique and very val¬ 
uable bottle, whose colors and transpa¬ 
rencies transmit the sensations of tresh- 
ness, exclusiveness, lavishness and 
sophistication of this new fragra nce . ■ 

In a word, Loewe has created a fra¬ 
grance which, through all of its elements, 
responds to the demands of today’s 
woman. 

GALA de Dia is available at all eight 
Abu Shakra's showrooms ■ 
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Lufthansa resume flights to Amman 


LUFTHANSA FLIGHTS to Amman will re¬ 
sume as of 1 April. 1998 with three weekly 
services, departing from Queen Alia Interna¬ 
tional airport at 7.35hrs in the mornings eve¬ 
ry Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday. 

With Lufthansa aspiring to live up to your 
expectations, it promises 7o deliver the best. 
Lufthansa's flights out of Amman arc all 
non-stop, with a very convenient arrival time 
in Frankfurt to give you the chance io make 
your connections to any of the 25S destina¬ 
tions that the airline flies to. 

Lufthansa's hospitality starts right here in 
Amman and accompanies you throughout 
your journey, notwithstanding. Lufthansa's 
exclusive Terminal in Frankfurt airport.® 
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Le stanza dcll'indolenza (1995/96) by Paolo Giorgi 


Without jny doubt, the option for figuration 
pnrvuih' over both abstract and conceptual 
approaches. There is a ‘narrative’ element in 
most of the pictures that, according to the Italian 
art critic AmaJdo Romani Brizzi. become the 
'essence' of painting itself. The ‘narrated’ sto¬ 
ries arc apparently realistic, given the artists' 
taste for irue-to-life representations of persons, 
real liehi perspectives and spaces with neat orna¬ 
mental details. More often than not the composi¬ 
tions arc structured on perfect symmetries and 
well-balanced grounds. Everything is neat and 
transparent with Carlo Bertocci. Paolo Giorgi. 
Franco /'riiia or Llthian Ricci, and vet there is 
always sonic lar.usiic or hallucinatory element 
that surprise-.. trouble* and puzzels the spectator. 

As in unnih.>r common element, the erudition 
of the painters is translated into numerous 
mythological, historical and cultural references. 
“Italian .inks reconsider their esthetic lan¬ 
guages thraujh iheir history and an tradition." 
stresses an critic Muzen Asfour. the artistic 
director ol Darai al Funun. “They go back to 
ancient limes, rediscover lost mythological and 


legendary sources, travel in time hack to the 
Rcnnaissance. and melt all these ingredients 
into a new artistic language.” he explains. 

Born out of a state of crisis, as Dr Asfour 
said, this regenerative process is accompanied 
by an apparent nostalgic note. The false ‘lyrism' 
characterizing the Italian art of the ‘90s has in 
fact a 'pensive function' iin Brizzi's terms). 
With a specific reference to alchemy, the rea¬ 
soning of these artists's 'hearts' triggers off the 
elaboration of their 'project' and its esthetic 
expression. 

Made possible hy the executive program of 
the cultural agreement between the Jordan and 
the Italy, recently renewed until 1999. the pres¬ 
ence of this exhibition in Amman and Irbid. rep¬ 
resents a cultural event of specific relevance to 
the numerous Jordanian artists and art critics 
that have acquired training in Italian Fine Arts 
universities, and of major importance to the 
interaction between the two cultures and art 
movements in general, says Mr Giovanni Bene- 
naii from the cultural depan mem of the Italian 
Embassy in Amman. Q 
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Diariu di bnrdo (1994) by Paola 
Gandolfi 



live on 


By Hala Shaker 

Special to The Star 


W hen Jean-PlauJ Sartre rejected the 
offer of the Nobel Prize for litera¬ 
ture in l% 4 . one of the reasons, he 
gave was that it should have gone to 
Neru-Ja. That oversight was recti¬ 
fied when this worldwide known poet was 
awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1971. 

Pablo Neruda’s poetry is original, exciting 
romantic, earthly and above ail deeply human. 
He developed the concept of universal ism where 
he sought, through his poetry, to bring people 
closer together. In this respect he also wrote ex¬ 
tensively about his homeland. Chile and tried to 
project it to the ■.•utside world. Neruda was a 
great patriot at the -ume time. His works have 
been translated into almost every language. 

On the occasion of the National Day of Chile. 
18 September, the Embassy of Chile in Amman 
in cooperation with ine Cervantes Institute orga¬ 
nized a homage for Pahlu Neruda who has writ¬ 
ten great poetry throughout his life. 

Chilean Ambassador Mr Jorge Iglesias 
Cortes gave a lecture on the life and works of 
Neruda. He also opened an exhibition at the Gal¬ 
lery of the Spanish Culiure Center under the title 
"Portraying The Absence" for the famous Chile¬ 
an photographer Louis Poirot showing passages 
in the life of Neruda. 

This exhibition which ran until 30 September 



has been presented to people all around the 
world. It was shown in Japan. USA. Korea. In¬ 
donesia and at the Al Assud Library in Syria. 

Alongside the exhibition, a film “Isla Negra" 
was shown. U depicted Neruda's last home on 
the pacific, which was his final resting plpce un¬ 
til he died in 1973. 

Pablo Neruda is the pseudonym of Neftali Ri¬ 
cardo Reyes Basuaito. He was bom in Parrjl. 
Chile on 12 July, 1904. His father Jose del Car¬ 
men Reyes Basuaito was a railroad worker and 


Open House at Marriott Bangkok 


THE JW Marriott Hotel Bangkok officially 
opened ils doors on 5 September. 1997. A 

three-day exclusive preview (Open House) is 
heins held at the hotel on 3. 4 and 5 October 
1997 from 9 am tt> 5 pm for public viewing. 
Those attending the Open House will be able to 
view all areas of the fully completed JW Marri¬ 
ott Hotel Bangkok. Hotel personnel who have 
had extensive trainings ill be on hand to inform 
visiting guests about the hotel s operations and 



facilities. While visiting the different restau¬ 
rants. various food samples will be offered. 

Robert Hutchison, general manager, ex¬ 
plains. “The hotel and its staff are part of the lo¬ 
cal community. We want the local community 
to feel comfortable in coming to our hotel. 
Without their support, we cannot be successful. 
The Open House concept is our way of saying 
to the Bangkok market that our hotel is not just 
for foreigners, but it is for everyone to come 
ami enjoy the services and faci litis wc 
have to offer." 

As a special incentive, each guest at¬ 
tending the Open House will be given j 
JW Marriott Passport to travel (tour the 
hotel). As guests visit each area of the 
hotel, they will get a stamp in the pass¬ 
port. Once the tour has been completed, 
guests can submit their passports at the 
main lobby, and be eligible for the lucky 
prize drawings. Some ofithc prizes being 
offer is complimentary roundtrip airline 
tickets for two to San Francisco. Hong 
Kong, Singapore and Sydney, including 
five nights' accommodation at Marriott 
hotels in these destinations. ■ 


his mother Rosa Basuaito. a teacher died within 
two months after Neruda’s birth. In 1910 and af¬ 
ter the family moved to the South and settled in 
Temuco. Neruda attended the hoys' school there. 
"Liceo de Hombres de Temuco." During this 
time he met the headmistress of the “Liceo de 
Ninns dc Temuco who encouraged him to study 
the works of the great classical writers like Tol¬ 
stoy. Dostoevski and Chekov. 

Soon he discovered his love of poetry. In 
|y23, and only at the age of 20. his first book of 
verse Crepusculario was published and the fol¬ 
lowing year hrs Poetnas de Amor xima Cancum 
Desesperada. ’Twenty love poems.and a song of 
despair" appeared and became his most widely 
read book of verse. "By some miracle which I 
don't understand, this tormented book has 
opened the roaJ to happiness for many, many 
people.” Neruda pointed out in later life. 

He was later to became one of the most prolif¬ 
ic and the best known of Chilean poets and since 
then he dcvoied himself, entirely to poetry. His 
book Anillos “Rings" came in 1925. 

This was obvious, even during what was to 
become a glittering diplomatic'career. From 
1927 to 1933 Neruda was given a series of diplo¬ 
matic assignments first serving in Ceylon. Bur¬ 
ma. Singapore. Rangoon, and later in Buenos 
Aires where he met the Spanish poet Federico 
Garda Lorca. From 1934 to 193b. he was ap¬ 
pointed the Chilean Consul in Barcelona and 
then in Madrid. 

The outbreak of the Spanish Civil War in 
1936 and the execution of his friend Lorca con¬ 
tributed much to the maturity of his political and 
poetic attitudes. Because of his opposition to the 
Fascist movement, he was discharged from his 
consular post and left to Paris, where he was ap¬ 
pointed in 1939 as consular for Spanish refu¬ 
gees. working to return them to Chile. 

In 1940 he relumed to Chile but shortly after¬ 
wards his government sent him to Mexico where 
he entered a phase of intense poetic production. 
There, he wrote Un Canto Para Bit Ivor, in 1941. 

In 1945 he was elected senator lor the county, 
Tarapacu Anlo Fugasia. during which he won 
the National Prize for Literature. However, it 
was then that Neruda began to break away from 
the political establishment as he became a mem¬ 
ber of the Communist Party. In 1948, the party 
was outlawed and Neruda last his parliamentary 
rights. 

In 1949 he Look refuge in France and later in 
Mexico where he continued writing. Although 
he (ravelled a lot during this period, he was al¬ 
lowed in Chile, giving lectures at the university. 
These later became the basis for his autobiogra¬ 
phy. Memorial de Isla Negra which he complet¬ 
ed in 1971 at the ripe age of 67. 

Although he was appointed an Ambassador to 
France in 1971. he was a committed communist 
till his death in 1973. 

His universal poetry, which sought to espouse 
the human angle, will continue to live on. ■ 
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Scene from “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Ed" 



“Hey! You!... Yeah, you! 1 ain't gonna ten you again 
to quit spiffin' on me!" 


A G E N D A 


Exhibitions 

■ A group exhibition by four 
Palestinian pioneer artists enti¬ 
tled “Palestine the Reality 
and the Dream" continues at 
the Jordan National Gallery of 
Fine Arts till 2 October. 

■ Summer *97 Festival con¬ 
tinues at Darat al Funun till 10 
October. 

■ A group exhibition entitled 
**Aura Mediterranean''' by the 
Spanish Catalan Masters of 
the 20th century at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine Arts 
continues till 28 October. 


■ The Mask at' the British 

Council, Tuesday. 7 October. 
5:00pm. ... A 

■ Revoking Rhymes at the 
British Council, Wednesday ,-8 
October. 5:00 pm. . 


Lectures 

■ Interacting with Poetry a t 
ihe British Council, Monday. 
6 October. 5:00 pm. 


ram 

■ Poulet Au 1 Tgnaire at the 
French Cultural Ccnicr. 
Wednesday. 8 October. 8:30 
pm. 


Food Fair 

B The international Commu¬ 
nity School Food F; is being 
held on Friday 10 October be-, 
tween I! am tin 4 pm. There 
will be food from 15 coun¬ 
tries. loo niffie prizes, gym¬ 
nastic display, children's 
games, singing and dancingi 
pony rides. 
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A special section offering 
fresh perspectives on 

global issues prepared for 
The Star 
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It’s not the size of your savings rate, it’s how you use it 

For emerging j\ 
economies, / 


'i*. 


THIS LITTLE PIGGY WENT TO MARKET 



Domestic Savings 


Economic Ranking 


always pay 


V. 




■ Domestic savings has long been a key for 
investor confidence in an emerging economy. 

Those countries which show the discipline to salt some 
earnings away get high marks from economists and high rates of 
outside investment. But the relationship between savings and 
prosperity is cloudy today, as evidenced by this “piggy bank” chart, 
derived from the latest World Times Wealth of Nations index, and 
the accompanying articles on the changing psychologies of savings 



By Hugh Pry man 

i JP^AVfNGS, like money, may not be 

■ I everything, but they certainly can 

be very useful. Flick through the 
International Monetary 

■ ■Fund statistical tables on 

savings as a percentage of 
gross domestic product, and an 
all too obvious correlation ap¬ 
pears. 

Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan and Bo¬ 
livia all have savings rates well under 10 
percent, while China, Korea and 
Malaysia all top 35 percent and ap¬ 
proach 40 percent. Cause and effect are 


REPORTLYG 

FROM 


clear. High savings are the forerunner 
of high growth. The super savers of 
East Asia wrought the East Asian eco¬ 
nomic miracle. Current consumption 
was deferred for future gain. 

That was the theory of the 
1970s and 1980s, and it 
seemed to work flawlessly. 

Paddy fields were turned into 
industrial estates and rice formers 
. earned industrial wages while back in 
the US, where the consumer was king. 
the savings rate fell to 15 percent, well 
below that of India, and its industrial 
belt rusted: cause and effect, QED. 


Life, however, is never simple. With 
savings rates little changed, the US has 
now resurfaced as the world's eco¬ 
nomic powerhouse. Re-engineered 
corporations from coast-to-coast and a 
government budget that almost bal¬ 
ances have created a new-look Ameri¬ 
ca. In Silicon Valley alone it has the 
world's greatest emerging market. 

Yet savings have not been the key. 
All in all, they have averaged about 17 
percent since 1980. Meanwhile across 
the globe in Asia. Tliailand's economy 
is in meltdown, yet its savings rate lias 
averaged nearly 35 percent in die 
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This chart shows the gross domestic savings rate of 13 emerging economies as a percentage 
of their Gross Domestic Product, on the left, and a measure of that country's full economic ranking 
In the Wealth of Nations Index on the right A composite developed country's (CompOev) savings rate 
and economic ranking appears third from the top. Each full money stack represents five rankings on 
the triangle index, with the strongest economy getting seven stacks, the weakest a fifth of a stack. 
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1990s. Cause and effect Jo not seem to 
be quite so clearly linked. T!ie fact is 
savings are only one part of the eco¬ 
nomic growth equation, albeit an im¬ 
portant part. Unfortunately, the belief 
in die virtue of high savings—and 

hence big -1 investment rjies—has 
blinded economists t<> the importance 
of other factors. 

Ad obsession with savings is like an 
obsession with making bricks. They 
are essentia! to building a house, but so 
are many other tangible inputs from 
glass to wooden beams, not to mention 
intangibles like skilled labor ami effi¬ 
cient infrastructure. There is a growing 
awareness that savings fi.»rsa\ ings sake 
is as meaningless and mindless as mak¬ 
ing ever more bricks without tocusing 
on the other key inputs. Ultimately it is 
a futile exercise and the house comes 
crashing down. • 

As it stands, there should have been 
warning bells when it became apparent 
that Southeast Asian tiger cubs like 
Thailand and Malaysia were using 
more investment—and hence more sav¬ 
ings—to produce die same amount of 
industrial output as Japan. Korea and 
Taiwan, hi other words, die Southeast 
Asian cubs have been iess efficient. 

Following the Northeast Asian 
model tor sustained economic growdi 
without using die same ingredients has 
had the result that any cook could pre- 


Jbi obsession with savings is 
like an obsession with making 
bricks. They are essential to 
bufeg a house, but so are 


diet. The World Times Wealdi of Na¬ 
tions Index dramatically illustrates die 
differences in intangibles, such as the 
social environment and information ex¬ 
change. that exist between the Tiger 
economies and countries like Japan. 
From the education of scientists to die 
quality of primary ... . . » • . 

school education 
and from comput¬ 
er ownership to 
press freedom die 
differences are 
critical, collective¬ 
ly far more impor¬ 
tant than savings 
alone because 
diey determine 
how efficiently 
and creatively the 
savings are used. 

The obsession widi one variable is 
of course redolent of the once mighty 
Soviet Union. Four decades of lugh 
savings overcame war, starvation and 
isolation to grab die lead in the Space 
Race. A few decades after Khrushchev 
vowed to bury' America, many of those 
sarings turned out to be like water flow¬ 
ing into sand. 

Cheap capital, showered on busi¬ 
nesses by both domestic and foreign 
savers, is about as life threatening to 
an economy as cheap alcohol or 
cheap heroin is to the individual. 


fron glass to woodeis beams 


Wiether it is Thai poverty' develop¬ 
ers or Chinese shirt makers, the result 
has been the same: high savings, giv¬ 
ing rise to easy credit, has led to reck¬ 
less investment, vast over capacity 
and huge inventories that ultimately 
will have to be cleared at fire sale. 

, .... prices. China has 

in stock the 
equivalent of 
over five year s 
worth of demand 
for men's shirts. 
Bangkok, not to 
mention Shang¬ 
hai, has more 
cranes — and 
hence will soon 
have more empty 
office space and 
upmarket resi¬ 
dential property—than anywhere else 
on eardi. 

Back in Benin and Bhutan they 
would not mind haring the problems 
of Bangkok or Shanghai, for they are 
the problems ofsuccess. However, they 
are also a sharp illustration that liigh 
savings on their own do not proride a 
permanent road to paradise, they are 
merely one important ingredient.® 


Hugh Peyman is managing 
DIRECTOR OF KlEINWORT BeNSON 

Research Asia. 


A culture better at spending 

In Argentina, 
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By Zolten Mikola* 

t was paid ay. Maria, a young medical 
doctor in Buenos Aires, collected her 
salary before leaving die hospital. It to¬ 
talled an .Amazing amount- With mil¬ 
lions of piesos in her purse, 
she rushed to a nearby su¬ 
permarket to buy some food 
for her family. 

Maria Eiad good reason to 
hurry: she knew that each hour could 
steal a perm icige of tl it value of d ie mon¬ 
ey in her wallet. It was common knowl¬ 
edge that die price printer tools in the 
shops didn’t stop for a minute. Even so, 
she was shocked by die price tags she 
found. “Don’t tell n ie d tai everything can 
double overnight." she cried in despair. 

Something snapped. Maria’s inhibi¬ 
tions. burnt into her genes by a tradition 
of’savings several generations | ( mg, were 
suddenly swept away Going from shop 


to shop, she spent every single peso of 
her salary that very afternoon. “At least I 
could get sometliing for my money,’"she 
observes, nearly 10 year later. 

After trying to cope with several waves 
ofhyperTnflation, by the end of 
die 19$0$ many Argentines 
thought like Maria. Goods had 
more value than money- The 
best survival strategy was to 
buy something—food, clothing, any¬ 
thing—and do so as fost as possible. 

Inflation rai i riot to such a degree that 
it forced president Raul Aifonsin, the 
first Chilian leader after many years of 
liard militarv rule, to step down before 
the end of his term in 1989. His succes¬ 
sor. Carlos Menem pledged to stabilize 
the currency, but it took him three years 
to achieve il lis goal. 

Finally, a solution emerged in 1992, 
crafted bv Mcueras newly appointed 


economy minister, Domingo Cavallo. 
Within the framework of a conservative 
economic plan, which gave priority to 
privatization and liberalization, the 
peso’s value was fixed at par widi the US 
dollar by law. 

The peso has been stable ever since, 
so much so, in feet, that inflation went 
under zero last year. CavaBo’s policies, at 
least in the first years, resulted in out¬ 
standing GDP growth rates of 6-7 per¬ 
cent. After a recession caused by the 
Mexican crisis, GDP is again expected 
to increase by around 5 percent in 1997. 
But behavioral patterns, conditioned bv 
years of fear of devaluation, don’t chang e 
so easily'. 

When people began to feel more— 
and more durable—money in their pock¬ 
ets, they' didn’t open savings accounts. In¬ 
stead, they started to consume. Financial 
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Measuring the road to nowhere and other variables 


Unve ® n 8I two years ago, the World Tunes Wealth of Nations Index has un- 
9 ef ?? ne ® P p ° c «ss of incremental change as better, more timely sources of data are 
ound and more relevant variables identified and incorporated. One result of this 

process b a more sensitive index. 

in addition to improved data, this version of the index incorporates four World 
limes Composites- variables developed by The World Paper’s research staff that 
combine diverse data into one, meaningful variable. The four are: 


* The Telephone AccessibOity/Quafity Index incorporates data on the number of faults 
per 1,000 telephone lines and the approximate length of time applicants must wait 
to have a telephone fine installed. 


• The Road I nfra structure Index focuses on the quality of a country’s roads by nor¬ 
malizing the ratio of paved and unpaved roads with the population density. The data 
is then us ed to discount the standard measure—total length of roads—used by con¬ 
ventional infrastructure indexes. This gives a more realistic picture of countries like 
Russia, where a large percentage of the road network is impassable due to lack of 

maintenance. 
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• The Healthcare Coverage Index discounts a coun¬ 
try’s total expenditure on health care with the per¬ 
centage of its population that has access. The US, for 
instance, has impressive per capita health care ex¬ 
penditures—$2,600 in 1994—but as much as a 
fifth of its population can only get access to a hos¬ 
pital when they are so seriously ill they cannot be 
' denied admittance. 



Cvittiniu dfrvt/i fte/gr 1 


Parting KJmtersify World Reference Was 
TTic Universal Almanac 
The U'orM Almanac and Book el Facts 
ICC KoriAnidt Black Bool 
World Times. internal research 


•The State Commitment to Environment Index 
takes into account conservation strategies, bi¬ 
ological and environmental diversity, participa¬ 
tion in environmental treaties and frequency of 
reporting on the endangered species trade. 
' ‘V V While it attempts to identify governments who plan 
for, rather than react to, pressure on the environment, 
the index measures intent more than compliance. 
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to squeeze 


stability allowed banks to • 'Her credits tor 
purchases, and Argentines u'ere eager to 
get them, to buy cars, furniture, sterei^s, 
TVs and household appliances—ex¬ 
pensive diii igs which pievioush- because 
of the lack o float is, diey could not ailord. 
Many took out niongages to build or buy 
tiieirowii house orapaitmenL 

By 1 994. a lar^e scgnjcnt of die pop>- 
uladon was in debt. In many cases, big 
debt. In die following year, recession 
struck.How could you then diink about 
saving, when, in several cases, employ¬ 
ees accepted salary cuts to keep their 
jobs? How could you dunk about saving, 
when vou have to pay your monthly in¬ 
stallments to the bank? 

And those installments were (and are) 
quite liigh. While short term deposits 
vield about 6 percent per year, mortgages 
come with interest rates between 11-16 
percent, personal loans cost around IS 
percent and die annual interest rate on 
credit cards may exceed 55 percent. 

But diis isn't the whole story. If you 
take a closer look at a credit card bal¬ 
ance statement in Argentina, you will 
find two annual rates: one for die debt 
in pesos (diat’s die astronomical one 
mentioned above) and one for die debt 
in dollars—which, at 24-25 percent, is 
about half the peso rate. V\ hy the dif¬ 
ference. if it is officially guaranteed diat 
one peso equals one dollar? Many Ar¬ 


gentines say they would like to know. 

Of course, they are just indulging in 
irony. People know that the distinction 
in interest rates shows that, despite in¬ 
numerable government declarations, 
banks still don’t have confidence in the 
stability of the peso. 

Obviousht loans are much cheaper in 
dollars. Most femilies took mortgages in 
die US currency. But what happens if the 
forced 1:1 parity collapses? A devalua¬ 
tion would ruin the finances of most mid¬ 
dle class households in the country and 
die resulting uproar would make any 
government fall. 

No wonder that, when Cavallo was 
replaced last year by Roque Fernandez, 
the new minister immediately tried to 
stop mushrooming speculation, saying 
that the parity would remain “Hmtouch- 
able” For at least a decade. 

Now, several months later, seeing that 
the statement so long lias been true, it 
seems that people—and companies—are 
recovering their confidence in the sys¬ 
tem. The economy is catching up, and, 
for the first time in many years, Argen¬ 
tines are beginning to save. 

Are they doing so just because they 
trust their politicians? Certainly not. 
Some loans, taken in the beginning ol 
die Cavallo plan, have expired, giving 
those households some financial relict. 
But there is something less desirable 
diat is driving diis trend as well. Unem¬ 
ployment. though slowly decreasing 
now. is soli around 16 percent, so if they 


can, people save to feel .safer. • 

AH these factors contribute to the fact 
that savings have reached unprecedent- 
ed heights. According to Daniel 
Naszewski, an economist-joutnalisq at _ _ 
the beginning ofjuly, bank deposits (per J . 
SOS and dollars combined) to tailed near- Tj? 
\y US$65 billion. Pension funds, which ;• 
were created as an alternative to the tra*--— 
diuonal state pension system in 1994* 
now Handle $6.6 billion and the super- -- 
visurv hoard of the funds expects die dfrr ^ y. 
posits to exceed $20 billion by the turn 
of the millennium. .' 

But die best indicate ire of changing cit- 
izen behavior are mutual investment; y 
hinds. Two years ago. they handled less ' : 
than $1 billion. By the end of 1996, this . 
had doubled and, according to Maria. 
Jose Guardo, a specialist of Banco Rio, : 

on June 30 of this year they reached $4 
bOlion.® 
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urplus out of social wage 


i’<'v Silviv Bninnt 

R ekhaps the biggest revelation 
diat followed die 1NS9 revolutions 
^ ,in Eastcni Europe was die high 
personal savings rates which flour- 
: ished, dandesdnelv of d >urse, un- 

* ^ 1 J 

u- j der coTiiniuiusni. 

Last year, the world was startled to 
!eam diat in the poorest com¬ 
munist country in Europe. Al¬ 
ly nia. a filth of die population 
had deposited savings worth 
• ire than US$2 billion in 


REPORTING 

FROM 


irarnidal schemes diat went bankrupt, 
triggering a social explosion. How did 
they save so much money under a sys- 
lmii diat labeled the accumulation of ina- 
'■* rial goods “thingsin” and denounced 
t frivolous habits ol consumers 
■-•ncling tlieir money in die West? 

(t is even more curious if you con- 
v Jer diat die main source of personal in- 
•' ‘ !ne socialist society was wages and 
vdunes. An essential part of the com- 
■I’unist industrializarioii strategy was die 
!’ licv nf depressed wages, wiiich 


who could grow vegetables and raise 
pigs and sell them aL market prices. 

The situation was somewhat differ¬ 
ent in Central Europe, particularly in 

Hungary, Yugoslavia and to some extent 
in Poland and Czechoslovakia, w’here 
mar ket mechanisms were introduced in 
the 1970s. A middle class-type of sub¬ 
sistence and life style (house 
ownership- automobiles, cultur¬ 
al expendimres, travel abroad) 
began to take shape. 

There is an almost mathe- 


gradual process of middle-class forma¬ 
tion that took so many decades in the 
West. Poverty, however, is leaving its 
mark in the savings pattern of this 
emerging bourgeosie. 

Instead of the high propensity to 
consume, so characteristic of Western 
societies, in Romania there is a high 
propensity to save, motivated by inse¬ 
curity at a rime of social turnabout and 
fear of unemployment. Today, Romani¬ 
ans consider thrift a great virtue and ab¬ 
hor waste of economic resources, how¬ 
ever trivial. Tliis explains why personal 


marical relation between die size of die - . . . 

do ten rial middle das* that grew up un- savings havejuniped from 250 MUon lei 
rf er communism and .he success of (S35million)in1990to$900 


post-1989 market reforms. In Slovenia 
and the Czech Republic more than 20 
percent of the active population quali¬ 
fies for middle dass status, in Hungary 
15 percent. This basic social condition 
explains the rapid growth of personal 
savings in those counties. In Hungary, 
nennnal savings in 1990 were 532 bil- 


1995 and $1.53 billion in 1996. Bank 
deposits of individuals have absorbed 
most of those savings, reaching $ 1.1 bil¬ 
lion last year. 

An interesting phenomenon took 
place recently. In early' 1997. because of 
high inflation and skyrocketing prices, 
many Romanians bought dollars and 
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Join the Sovereign Syndicate and get thousands of chanc y 
world’s richest tax-free lotto game—British lotto 6/49! 



to win in the 


BRITISH LOTTO t &9 is the most 1 forces with the other players in the 


e veiling lottery in existence 
today! Its "iant jackpots, that cun 
reach S27 million. S35 million. 
$62 million and even up to S65 
million, have shattered till the pre¬ 
vious records for tax-free, lump¬ 
sum jackpot prizes - making 
British Lotto 0/4*1 the richest 
game in the world. 


Krrorin^'o^bjuion). while ^1995 deputed them in *c banks. However 

-C-... were .hey rose to $6.5 billier, a „tl in 199B lo when the National Bank undated a ngltt 

"Irsei by low rem and transportation $S.l billion. 

‘.■ists. coin.'led widi free education anrl 


con j.'led with free education and 
health fare. 1 his formula produced the 
* -called social salary, carefidly calculat- 
. *.! so diat—in theory—the worker did 
:>\>t receive one excess ruble, florin or 
ri"ty that would enable him to sa ve 
money. 

Even engineers, specialists and sci¬ 
entists—who enjoyed a differential i 
,!? «r lavor which in the 1960s, as part 


Romania has 
remained behind 
in terms of devel¬ 
opment and 
weal di. T1 le tyran¬ 
nical regime of 
Ceausescu kept 
every economic 
and social activity 
under severe state control. Even iactor- 


Haw did they save so mach 
noney under a system that 
labeled the accumulation of 

f? 


money policy and 
raised interest 
rates substantially, 
many Romanians 
decided to with¬ 
draw dollars and 

change Lhera into 
lei deposits in¬ 
stead, calculating 
that they’ would 
earn more money with the high interest 


,a V- v T M m tlw 19fi0s, as part under severe state control. Even factor- earn more mom? — .6" cn ' -j 
" ,klta V"r l,Ch -r • ingu, th, nomeaklat^ "fparnand j.tes-atang I'nn depos. of50 

!.»se as high as .i5 pereent-saw that state h,.«* a ucrats who enjoved liigh lion lei for one year allows a Koman 
iuttlcd away in the Brezhnev era. Dur- salaries and various perks,no more than ian to draw 3,250,000 lei each month, 
mg that penud, wage poliev sliifted back 5 percent of the activepOP 1 ^ 0 " suc_ four tunes the average mon \hly wag- 
,n bvor ol workers, die back- ce^ed in movinebevond^^lc survival of an industrial worker. As a result, the 

hone of the system, residti no- in a redur- t-.- l ■ l Warrl nfliwnfi- National Rank has been able to buy 

tion ofdie differential i., a .were 10 jjer- NevetSieless once the economy svos more than $1 billion«» 5i momhs fiom 

cent— n, some industries, die average liberalized after’the 1989 revolution it the banks, raising its dollar reserve to 
tinittigs of workers Uipjjed those ofen- a level unprecedented since the revu- 
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peared tdmost overnight Bflpwuua sun- associate editor for Eastern 

pH» could not afford to reph^ s ou 
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Eastern Europe, 
conmuiiiist parties followed the 
xaiic pattern. 

Collectivized peasants did not Tare 
any better, with the exception of those 
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multiple entries aiul multiple 
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appropriate payment to European 
Lottery Guild. Upon receipt of 
your order. Europran Lottery 
Guild will issue you a 
“Confirmation of Entry" indicat¬ 
ing your Syndicate's lotto num¬ 
bers and draw dales. .After each 
period of play, you'll be sent a 
final statement detailing your total 
winnings along with a list of ihe 
winning number, drawn. Best of 
all. you'll also receive payment for 
your hill share of your Syndicate's 
winnings - awarded in a lump- 
sum. UXJ55- free of British taxes! 
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maximum winning potential. 
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Programs on JTY 
from 4-10 Oct. 


. ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

2ri)0—Holy Koran 
' 2J0—Moppet Show 
3:00—Bine Heelers 

3 JO—World of Geo 
4:00—The Vally Between 

4 j0—Tilt 

5:00—French Progra m 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
8:00—Ties that Bind 
BJOr-Prism 

ShlO^-Tlnie Trax 

10:00—News at Ten 
l(h30—Feature F ilm 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2 JO—-The Magic School Bus 
3:00—Energy Express 
3:40—Locky Lnky 
4:00—American Char* Show 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air 

8 K) 0 —Cinema, Cinema, 
Cinema 

' 8 JO—National Geographic 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News at Ten 
10J0—One West W aikiki 
11:15—Sisters 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—The Show With The 
Moose 

2 JO—Cowboy Of The Mos 
Mesa 

3:00—Gillette Sports Special 

3 JO—Deep Water Hare 
4:00—Animal Show 

4 JO—Ocean Girl 

5:15—French Programs- 
7:30—News Headlines 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Neighbors 
8:00—Murphy Brown 


•Renegade, Sundayat 9:10pm < 

8 JO—Babylon 5 11:15- 

9:10—Highlander 

10:00—News at Ten 

10 JO—Emergency Roomier) 2:00— 

11:15—Homicide 2:10— 


TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Sandocan 
2J0—CJLO. 

3:00—Square Oik T.V 
3:30—Skippy 
4 JO—The Album Show 
5:15—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Coach 
8 : 00 —Tilt 
8J0—Encounter 
9:10—Nature ofThings 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—Great Defender 


11:15—I Remember Nelson 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Jenny Quest 
2:30—Super Daae 
3:00—Secrets of Treasure 

Island 

3:30—Spell Binder 
4:00—Monsters Today 
4:30—Border Town 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News m French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
8:00—Soldier’s Diarv 
8:30—Oprah Winfrey 
Show 

9:10—Spencer for Hire 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land’s End 
11:00—American Gothic 


Amman cinemas 


1 Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): The Fifth Element 

* Philadelphia II (Tel: 634149): Flipper 

1 Plaza (Tel: 699238): Caption Ron 

1 Concord I (Tel: 677420): Mars Attacks 

1 Concord H (Tel: 677420): Monkey Trouble 

Galleria I (Tel: 634149): Face Off 

Galleria II (Tel: 634149): My Best Friend’s Wedding 



THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2 : 10 —Ovide and The Gang 
2:30—The New Fred and 
Barney 

3:00—A meric’s Funniest 
People 

3:30—He Shoot He Scores 
4:30—Shingalana 
5:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Trivial Pursuit 
8:00—Parenthood 

8 JO—lois and dark 
(Superman) 

9:10—Kung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film 
12:00—Step By Step 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Flistones 
2:30—Leo The Lion 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—Family Matters 
4JO—NBA 
6:10—French Film 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Neighbours 
8:00—The Health Show 
8:30—Adventures or Brisco 
County 

9:10—Drama Series 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO— Best Seller 
11:15—Daddy’s Girls 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Secrets de faraille 
5 JO—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Cyber-vision 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15— Magazine 


L 'ceuf de Colomb 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Secrets de Camille 
5:30—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Magazine 

Foul pas river 

7:00—Le journal 

7:15 —Magazine pour tons 

Ziva 

LUNDI 

5:00—Secrets de Camille 
5:30—Des chidres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Thalassa 

7:00—Le journal 

7:15—Magazine sdentifiqne 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Secrets de Camille 
5 JO—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00 —Savoir plus santi 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Orient sur Seine 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Secrets de famine 
5:30—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6 : 00 —U dmah 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—E = M 6 

JEUDI 

5:00—La France 

aux mille visages 
5:30—Fort Boyard 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Le dessous des cartes 

VENDREDI 

5:30—Film: Le gallon sur la 
tvlline 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

AUo. la lerre 


Luis Miguel in no hurry to 
become crossover artist 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


By Robert HSbnrn 

LOS ANGELES—He’s young, 
handsome and popular almost 
beyond belief. He has sold an 
estimated 45 million albums 
worldwide and regularly fills 
50,000-seat stadiums. He’s a 
stylish performer who counts 
Frank Sinatra among his idols. 

So, when's Latin pop super- 
star Luis Miguel finally going to 
say “s" to recording in English? 

It’s a question that was raised 
in some quarters of the pop 
world in 1994 when the Mexi¬ 
can singer's “Segundo Ro- 
mance” became the first Spanish-Ianguagje al¬ 
bum to be certified as a million-selier in the 
United States. 

It was reintroduced in 1995, when (he char¬ 
ismatic 27-year-old performer sang “Come 
Fly With Me” in English at the 80 th-birthday 
salute to Sinatra at the Shrine Auditorium in 
Los Angeles. 

Remarkably, be stole the show from the 
likes of Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen and 
even Tony Bennett by reflecting much of the 
snap and style of Sinatra’s own ring-a-ding 
image. 

And the question is likely to be raised again 
as the word of mouth from Luis Miguel’s tri¬ 
umphant new US tour begins filtering through 
the pop world. 

His dazz ling conceit last week at the Uni¬ 
versal Amphitheatre here helped explain why 
he enjoys such phenomenal success. 

The show was a marvelously designed and 
wonderfully executed blend of Latin music 
tradition— including segments devoted to bo¬ 
leros and mari3chi — and contemporary sen¬ 
sibilities. 

Though you didn’t need to know the lan¬ 
guage to get caught up in the energy and pas¬ 
sion of the performance, the show would sure¬ 
ly be more accessible to most US pop fans if 
Luis Miguel sang in English. 

You got a hint of the potential impact when 
he sang "Besame Mucho,” a swig that has 
been recorded scores of times in English since 
it was written in 1944 by Consuek) Velaz¬ 
quez. Even though Luis Miguel sang it in 
Spanish, the familiarity of the song made it 
seem far more immediate than the other mate¬ 
rial. 

While he could build an English base 
through word of mouth, a few key recordings 
would more quickly do the trick. 

Luis Miguel’s agent, Peter Grosslight of 
William Morris, thinks the singer could 
“quadruple” his popularity by expanding his 
music to an English-speaking audience in this 
country and in Europe. 

That could add up to whopping figures 
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since Luis Miguel's success on the Latin 
pop scene aJone makes him one of the most 
popular singers in the world. His latest album, 
“Romances." entered the US pop chan last 
month at No. 14. 

So what are the chances that he will attempt 
a crossover? 

Lnis Miguel—whose last name is Gallego. 
but who uses his two first names professional¬ 
ly —do doubt likes all the mysiery surrounding 
Ids decision. In an interview on the eve of the 
Los Angeles show, the singer, who speaks 
English fluently, said he thinks it's important 
for celebrities to maintain a certain degree of 
mystique. 

But he's also clearly nervous about the Eng¬ 
lish-language issue. 

For one thing, he feels uncomfortable being 
seen us pan of what he calls the “crossover- 
artisi stereotype.” someone who thinks, for 
reasons of ego or record sales, that he needs 
success in the English-language world to vali¬ 
date his artistry or stardom. 

Mostly, however, one senses his reserva¬ 
tions have to do with his perfectionism. 

"When I go on stage. I want to transmit cer¬ 
tain emotions and the best way to do it is with 
my own language, which is Spanish,” says the 
singer, who has homes in Los Angeles, where 
he records his albums, and in Acapulco. Mexi¬ 
co. w here he tends to stay when he's not work¬ 
ing. 

"in English. I can communicate, but not as 
well...I need to find the right record producer, 
the right songs—and that takes time. I am very 
busy now in my Spanish world. I'm young. 
I'm pjtient. I probably will make the album 
some day. hut I don't want to do it until I 
know I will do it right. 

"It's nor important to me to make an Eng¬ 
lish album just because of marketing...just to 
be No. I in Billboard (in the United States). 
We already (reached) No. 14 with my new 
Spanish album.” ■ 

LA Timcs-washinglon Post 
News Service 
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Energy . . 
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DOWN 

1 Santa— 

2 Occurrence 

3 Extent 

4 Allas item 



Bno SSri" 

non 


5 Declares 

6 Drive back 

7 —up 
(blundered) 

8 T cannot teB—’ 

9 Don Johnson 
TV series 

10 Choose 

11 Cod- 
cucumber 

12 Has the slopes 

13 Shoe fastener 

20 List of 

canefidafes 
22 Morning grass 
oover 

24 Blue-pencfc 

26 on Sunday 

27 Salad plant _ 

30 Islands off Irish 
coast 

31 Spurt of energy 

32 DyefortexSes 

33 C&nbtogvine 

34 Thepfanet 


. Mars: comb. 

. form 

35 From—Z 

36 Recent trade 
pact letters 

40 Woman’s scarf 
43 Mark the 
boundary of 
45 Enzyme in 
musde tissue 
47 For shame! 

51 Wild 

52 Picture holder 

53 Indy entrant 

54 afferent 

55 AuxSary verb 

56 Taro root 

58 Toward shelter 

60 Deed 

61 Sticky 

substance 
63 Russian plane 
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By Linda Black 


Weekly Tip: Get organized while the moon's in Virgo. 
Long walks, philosophical conversations and comedy clubs 
are favored. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Do your work carefully. 
Errors will count double. A friendly competition jolts you 
out of your lethargy. Don’t get cocky — the other guy's get¬ 
ting smarter. 

Taunts (April 20-May 20). You have a hidden advan- 
taj^. A friend would love to help you achieve your dreams. 
Your workload’s intense. Those are good Compromise, 
although it may mean making a concession. 

Gemini (May 21-Jnne 21V. Stick close to home. A friend 
has an important matter to discuss. True love takes prece¬ 
dence. Reading and writing projects also go well There's 
more action arid less talk. Keep a secret you hear. 

Cancer (June 22-July 221 Complete your most difficult 
task. Make time for friends and family. Get your work done 
early — a friend has a problem to discuss. Offer somebody 
special a home-cooked meal. 

Leo (July 23-Aog. 22). Whip your finances Into shape. 
Start that big writing project and get it done. Stay borne and 
relax with loved ones. Devote time to romance, in the priva¬ 
cy of your own home. Find something interesting and excit¬ 
ing to do in your neighborhood, together. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re shrewd with money. 
Put it in a place where it will grow, but don't take a risk. 
Gather more unto yourself."' 

Libra (Sept. 23-Od. 23). Hold a private conversation to 
achieve a shared objective. You’re charming, wise and gor¬ 
geous. Get it oa film! 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Let your friends help you get 
organized to improve your chances of success. Several pri¬ 
vate conversations are required. You’ll gather lots of inter¬ 
esting data 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Comply with an older per¬ 
son’s picky demands. It’ll help your career. You'll hardly 
have time for work. So many people want to be with you, 
bow can you refuse? 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Your supervisors can’t 
seem to make up their minds about anything. Do that for 
them, nicely, and make points. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 181 Talk to the people with the 
money about loans and grants. Make contact with an attrac¬ 
tive foreigner. Start figuring out bow to finance a trip. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 201 Heed a practical partner's 
advice. If you're strapped for funds, start investigating pos¬ 
sibilities. There’s plenty of money out there. 

If You’re Having a Birthday This Week: Team up with 
a neat freak to achieve your dreams. Get an expert to teach 
you how, and pay off debts this year. Cinch the perfect rela¬ 
tionship and create great works of art. 
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Supplement en francais du Star 


'Analyse 

La Jordanie, terrain de jeu terroriste ? 

Aprds la fusillade contre deux employes de Vambassade d f Israel, 
et surtout la tentative d'assassinat, perpetrie la semaine 
demiere contre un dirigeant du Hamas, cette question 
n ’est plus denuee de sens. 


Le guide spirituel du Hamas libere par Israel, soigne a Amman 

RdsrttBl a Iib£r£ hier le vieux guide spiritual du mouvement iatigriste palesxinien Hamas, detenu depots plus de 
had ans, etl'a immidiatement banni en Jordanie. Les Palestiniens ont &£ unanimes A cdndamner la 
deportation de cheikh Ahmed Yassine, 61 ans, grabatduv et trig malade et qta se retrouve contre son gr£ iloignd 
de saterre natalc. Israil a expliqud Pavoir rtlSchf en raison de la deterioration de son etat de sante, nuns aussi 
pour rtpondre A une demande du RoiHussein et afia «d’afder le processus de pstise*. Des chefs du Hamas A 
Amman se sont rendus A son cheret, au Centre mJdical da Roi Hussein, ou H est soigne (natre photo). D’autre 
part, te Hamas a affirm# qu.’Ahmed Yassine reatrerait A Gaza apris son hospitalisation en Jordanie. 
Lefondateur du Mouvement de la Resistance isiamtque (Hamas) dans la bande de Gaza avait #t£ arr9te en nun 
1989par Israel et condamni en 1991A la ridusion a perp#tuit# pour avoir commandite des attentats 
and-israiliens. Ces demiires anodes, il avait lane# ptusieurs appels A la moderation depots PhSpital 
p&rutentuure ou il itait detenu, prenant ses distances avec les attentats-suicides revendiqu£s par la tranche 
armie de son mouvement «Cheikh Yassine est paralyse et confinf dans une chaise roulante. II soufifce de 
ddtdrforatioa musculaire, de probUmes chro cliques de respiration, de phisdeurs infections internes, de pertes 
de Tonre et Q a besom d’une surveillance nuSdiole qnotzdtenne*, a prieis# le porte-parole de Parm£e 
israSlienne. Des responsaMes palestiniens, s’exprimaat sous le couvert de I’aiwnymat, out accuse Israel de 
I'avoir lib£r£ en tchange de deux agents presumes da service secret israeUen (Mossad) ditemu en Jordanie, a 
savoir les deux agresseurs du leader politique du Hamas Khaled Mecha’aL 
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Sale temps pour les journalistes 

Le gouvemement a decide de suspendre 13 hebdomadaires et 
ce sont 200 personnes qui se retrpuvent soudain au chomage . 
Recits de vies privees de liberte et de ressources. 






- 


v -- - *•••• 


Au Centre medical du Roi Hussein, le leader du Hamas Khaled Media’al a retrouve la 
voie de la guerison. Mats la nature du produit qui lui a ete injecte, reste encore inconnue. 


Trente-quatre ans 

dimnnche dernier. Gdndrale- 
ment, ce n’est pas un anniver- 
saire qui marque. Mais Sahar 
Abu Hijleh s'en souviendra sans 
doute longtemps. Dans le mdme 
semaine. son journal. Al-Majd 
(La Claire), a £te suspend u. 
Dans la salle de redaction. ce 
n'est pas la joic. Sahar el ses 
collegues sont assis deni ere 
leurs bureaux, silencieux. Pas 
d'algarade autour d'un litre a 
trouver. pas de tdldphone qui 
sonne. pas de coups de gueule. 
Us lisent la presse du jour avec 
application comme des enfanrs 
punis qui veulent sc ratwper. 

*Nous lisons des nouvelles 
dans les quotidians qui nous 
font reagir et pour lesqueUes 
nous aimerions partir en report¬ 
age. metis nous ne pouvons rien 
faire d" autre que de restcr as¬ 
sis », explique la jeune femme 


plutot amere. 

Le redacteur en chef et pro- 
pridtaire de 1 'hebdomadaire, 
Khaled al-Rinawi, cache son dd- 
sarroi derrifere son gras rire et 
une bonne dose de truculence : 
•Netanyahou n'a pas pris en 
cample les progres realises par 
son predecesseur sur le chemin 
de la pair. Natre gouvemement 
se comporte un peu de Id mime 
maniere avec la democratic*. 
plaisante-t-il. avant d'aj outer : 
"Aujourd’hui les journalistes. 
sont venus pour toucher leur 
dernier salaire. Mats dans une 
semaine, a AI-Majd. il n’v aura 
plus pcrsoruie. mime pas le 
gargon qui sen le the*. Le jour- 
nai etait parvenu a verser prfts 
des deux-tiers des 300.000 di¬ 
nars exiges par le gouveme- 
menL •Nous allions completer 
mats ils nous oiuferme avant*. 

Journalistes ou non. tous se 
retrouveni done h la recherche 


L'etat de sante dc 
Khaled Mccha'al. chef du bu¬ 
reau politique du mouvement 
islamiste palestinien Humus, 
s'amelioru dc jour en jour. Mais 
il I'a e'chappi? belle Dans le pre¬ 
mier communique ofndel, le 
ministre de 1 'mformaUon mini- 
misait l'affaire cn parlant 
d'«une simple bagarre entre le 
garde du corps de Khaled Me- 
cha'al el deux touristes •. Le 
ministre reconnaissait ensuite 
qu'il y avait bel et bien eu une 
tentative d’assassinaL Depuis. 
les forces de securite interro- 
gent les deur. canadiens arret^s 
sur place. Pour ie moment, la 
discretion est loiale au sujel de 
ces mystericur. assaillunts et 
nous laisse avec cette interroga¬ 
tion : Pnurquoi diable des 61 - 
nadiens s'attaqueraient au chef 
du Hamas ? Ces doutes, qui se 
rfipercutent dans l'opinion pu- 
blique. donnent plus dc pc'ids a 
1 'accusation lancec par les diri- 
geants du Hamas, les partis ct 


les syndicats jonJaniens. En ef- 
feL pour cux, -les services is- 
raeliens de renseigncnicnts -le 
Mossad- sont derriere cet at¬ 
tentat •, inedit en Jordanie. 
L‘opposition exige d£ja •le 
gel* du traitd de paix jordano- 
isra^lien : *si la participation 
israelienne a cel attentat se 
confirmail, cela signifierait 
qu’lsrael supprime 
unilaleralemcnt- dejd les 
clauses relatives a la securite 
induces dans le traite*. 

Au passage, Je Roi Hussein 
a salsi cette occasion pour en- 
voyer un signe amical aux isla- 
mistes, surtout aux Fr&res mu- 
sulmans jordaniens qui 
mamtiennent toujours lew de¬ 
cision de boyconer les pro- 
chaines elections legislatives. 
Le Roi a ainsi demandd a un 
medecin sp&ioliste des Etats- 
Unis dc venir sans delai a Am¬ 
man pour examiner Khaled 
Mecha'al. En plus dc son ca- 
ractfere humain, ce gestc n'a pu 
etre qu'appr^cie par les isla- 


mistes et encourager les plus 
'modifies d'entre eux. Signalons 
toutefois que le gouvemement 
jonianien n'a pas d£nonc£ offi- 
cie Dement et explicitement 
I'attentat centre le dirigeant du 
Hamas... 

De lew cote, les Jordaniens 
en g£n£ral sont inquiets et exi¬ 
gent que la tumi&re soit faite 
dans cette affaire. D'autre part, 
i'attenlac renforce leur repulsion 
i regard de la paix. Ils ont 
1 ’impression qulsrafil ne se con- 
tente plus de pratiquer son ter- 
rorisme contre les Palestiniens 
en Palestine mois partouL 
L'enjeu est de taille. C'est pour- 
quoi le Roi s'esl montre catego- 
rique lore de sa rencontre avec 
les journalistes jordaniens. di- 
manche dernier : Ua Jordanie 
condamnc le terrorisme sous 
louics ses formes et ellc ne sera 
jamais une de ses bases ». ■ 

Suleiman Sweiss 


d'un nouveau travail. Mais ou 
alter ? Treize joumaux qui fer¬ 
ment d'un coup, et *ce sow 200 
personnes, c‘esl-d-dire 200 fa¬ 
mines sur le carreau*, martfete 
encore Khaled Al-Rinawi. Dans 
ces conditions, impossible pour 
les. joumaux survivants 
d'absorber ce trop-plein de 
main d’reuvre. D’une phrase 
lapfdaire, Sahar nSsume le senti¬ 
ment gfindral : «Nous sommes 
tristes et sans espoir•. 

Les journalistes d Al Hadath 
(,L’Evenement) semblent aussi 
r^signds que leurs coll&gues 
d ’AI-Majd. Le nSdacteur cn 
chef, Nidal Mansour, ne com- 
prend toujours pas pourquoi son 
journal a €ic suspendu, estimam 
avoir nSpondu aux entires 
d'enregistremeni du capital : 
•La decision du gouvemement 
est a la fois politique, pour nous 
anpecher de participer aux pro- 
cltaines elections, et financiire. 


Rapport Truche : danger pour la presse ? 


Pierre Truehe est ie premier 

president de la Cour de Cassation, le niveau de 
juridiction le plus £levif en France. I! a remis 
cet au gouvemement et au President de la 
Rdpublique un rapport sur la justice. Ce 
compte-rendu est le fruit dc cinq mois et demt 
de reflexion par une commission compesee de 
21 membres, pfosidfe justemeni par Pierre 
Truche. . ■ 

Outre FimiSpendance des magistrals vis-a- 
vis du pou voir, la commission a dgalement kid¬ 
die les relations pas toujours faciles entre la 
justice et la presse. 

Le respect de la pr&omption d’innoncence 
Stall Tun des points les plus delicats aborcte 
par la comnussion. 

EUe a finale mem proposdque des •mesures 
restrictives• soient apptiqu£es contre •la publi¬ 
cation des noms des personnes mises en cause 
par une enquete et une garde a vue». 

Pour certains journalistes, cette restriction, si 
eile ^tail d&ddde. pourrait entraver la liberty de 
I’information. •Comment evoquer alars une af¬ 
faire met tan t en cause un moire d'une grande 


Religion 


ville, voire de la capitate ?», s’interrogate r6- 
dacieur en chef du Pari si ol Le sulfureux foa- 
dateur de Marianne, et pr 6 demment de 
L'Evinement dujeudL est encore phis vindicat- 
if : •Si un journal ne pent plus joint 
d'investigations, autant dire que la presse n'a 
qu a puMier tmefeuiile d'avis au service 4* la 
magistrature*. 

■ D'autres ont trou.vtf le rapport Truche h leur 
gout. Bernard Guetm, par exemphi, directeuf de 
,-ia reda^feuw^du Nc^iwst.ObservMew ffl: .anci^; 
joumaliste do Monde; <m trouve pas mauvAis 
que l’on riqffbme le prindpe de la prfsomp - 
tian d’innonence. Au coniraire, Ufaul rappeler 
aux journalistes, aux hbnunes politiques, aux 
magistrals ef aux avocats que. ce neat pas 
parce que l'on enquete sur monsieur -Dupont 
qu ’ll fautjeter son nom sur la place publiqwc». 

Reste & savoir maintenant ce que le ministre 
de la justice, Elisabeth Gutgoti, rera de ce rap- - 
port et si elie osera alter mi-deB. W - 

Lejmirdain 


puisque nous tu pourrons pas 
ricoher les readies publici- 
taires toujours importances cn 

piriode electorate». 

Depuis .plus de deux ans, 
Khaled Abu el-Khair et sa 
femme Maisoun travail tern pour 
Al Hadath. Lui est joumaliste, 
cite, donne un coup de main 
pour trouver de la pub. fls ont 
un tils d'i peine un an et Mais- 
soun, h 25 ans, attend son 
deuxi&me enfant enjanvier pro¬ 
chain. «Naus faisons le tour des 
ambassades occidentales pour 
savoir s'il est possible d'obtenir 
un statut de rejugie racontc la 
future mamaa Parlc-t-ellc par 
(tepil ? Son man pourcuit en 
fitouffam sa rage : «Comment 
voidez-vous que I on fosse vivre 
noire enfant sans argent ? Nchis 
ne pourrons nt£me plus 
Vemmener chez le dacteur*. 
Khaled gagnait 235 dinars par 
mois, ce qui est h peu prfes le sa¬ 
laire l noyen d'un joumaliste en 
Jordanie. Du jour au lendemain, 
toutc la famille se retrouve sans 
revenus et les deties de la mai- 
son encore Hi couvrir. 

Francbe rigolade. en re¬ 
vanche dans 1'gquipe d 'Al Bi- 
lad. Les journalistes sont rcunis 


dans le hall d'entree du journal 
autour dc blagues ct chamail (cr¬ 
ies de coltegiens. [Is ne peuvent 
plus entrcr dans leur salle dc re¬ 
daction fermee h cl&. A la suite 
dc la decision gouvcrnemcntale, 
Tajj Addin, un riche homme 
d'affaires dom la famille 
possede te quotidien Al Arab el 
Yaum, a rachetfi rhebdomadairc 
et fermer les locaux, sans dire ce 
qu’il comp tail faire du person¬ 
nel. En lout cas. il ne sembte pas 
priH ft les payer. 

Depuis trots mois et plus, les 
journalistes d 'Al BUad n’oni pas 
per^u leurs salaires. L'andcn 
propridtairc du journal Ta laissd 
dans une situation financiire d£- 
sastreuse et a pris la poudre 
d'esenmpenc pour I'Angletene. 
■»ou il dtipense notre argent*. 
ironise Tun des nSdacieurs. Les 
journalisms d 'Al BUad cn veu- 
lenr done autant au gouveme¬ 
ment qu’ft lew ex-patron. Ils 
pr£fcrent pourtant en rire qu’en 
pleurer. mo me si fun deux 
avoue aujounJ'hui devoir plus 
dc 2000 dinars a ses voisins et ft 
sa famille. ■ 

Yannick Laim5 
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Les journalistes manifestaient Uy a 4 mois contre le nou- ■’ 
veau code de presse. Ils semblent aujourd’hui resignes. 


Du matin au soir, il chante Dieu aux hommes 

Sa voix volts agace ou vous transporte mais malgre l'habitude elle ne peutlaisser indifferent. Le muezzin, celui qui appelle a lapriere, 
accompagne la vie quotidienne de tous les Jordaniens qu ’ils le veuillent ou non. Amer nous parle de sa vocation. 

Il est muezzin cinq fois par jour a Irbid. 


L'appel 
a la priere 

Dieu est grand 
Dieu est grand 
Dieu est grand 
Dieu est grand 
Je declare que 
Dieu est unique 
Je declare que 
Mohamed est 
son pr ophite 
Venez ft la prifere 
Yenez ft la priere 
JEntrez dans 
le droit chemin 
Entrez dans 
le droit chemin 
Dieu est grand 
Dieu est grand 
De tous les dieux. 
a n'y a que Dieu 
A Paube. le muezzin ujuute; 
Prier vaut mieux 
que dormir 
Prier vant mieux 
que dormir 


C’est un jeune 

homme barbu. avec un turban 
qui lui ccint la fete et un chape- 
let dans la main. Aux tevres. un 
saurin.* un peu timide mais sur 
le visage, des expressions dc 
devotion. Amer esi te parfaii 
exemple du musulman attache a 
sa religion et a sa pratique. Que 
fait cc tlevui dans la vie ? 11 est 
muezzin, celui qui appelle ft la 
priere. 

Depuis 3 ans, c'est tous les 
jours la memo chose. Amer se 
levc avant Paube pour se rcndre 
ft la mosquec et y rcster jus- 
qu'au soir. Son travail ne 
Pcxasperc jamais : il est ou con- 
trairc determine ft assunier cette 
responsabilitc toutc sa vie. 
-Tous les SL'irtii.'iems de tussi- 
tude ou dc somnolence sc dissi-. 
pent avec les premieres gouttes 
J'euu de I'ablution. Apres, je ne 
iviixc qua tutu ces musidmans 
qtn donnent et qui comptcnl 
sur moi. r.iconte-t-il en egre- 
nunt son chape let, lorsqu'im de¬ 
ride dc travaiiler avec 


I'imention de plaire a Dieu. 
cela devienl ten engagement, 
voire un cithe*. Dfts son plus 
jeune dge. Amer desire vivc- 
ment devenir un muezzin. «Le 
muezzin representait le person- 
nage de nies reves. avoue-l-il, 
j'aimais Tccouter lorsqu'il ap- 
pelail it la priere et patfois je 
Vimitais *. En 1994. son reve 
devienl realile ct il est charge 
de l'appel ft la pritre duns la 
mosquie de I'universile de Yar- 
mouk ft Irbid. «C'est devenu 
plus qu'un hobby ou qu'un me¬ 
tier. C’est un devoir quej'ai ca¬ 
vers ma religion , el les musid¬ 
mans qui me font confiance». 
Amer ne prend pas sa vocation 
it la tegere : •» Je ne mine pas. 


je dois etre ponctuel ct rcguli- 
er». Pas de vacances done pour 
ce jeune muezzin d'une tren- 
taine d'ann&s. 

Et chaque fois qu'il s'apprSte 
ft lancer l'appel. quelque chose 
se passe cn lui: «Jc ressens un 
lien particulier ct fort entre moi 
et Dieu*. Une profonde devo¬ 
tion qui rend Amer erfts accro- 
chd ft sa profession. Quand 
quclqu'un lui demande de faire 
l'appel ft sa place, il ne refuse 
pas mais il fait *un grand effort 
pour cacher son impression 
d’etre price de quelque chose 
dc tres precieux*. 

En plus a'observer les pra¬ 
tiques de I'lslam, Amer. qui a 
qui tie P£coIe ft 15 ans pour la 


vie profess iounelle, est un 
grand lecteur. "Je n'ai pas vou- 
lu abandonner nies • r£\>es 
d’etudes. J'ai done decide de 
m’instruirc mot-mime*. 

Aujourd'hui Amer est marifi 
avec trois enfants. 11 iftche de 
leur transmettre une « bonne* 
education religieuse et de les 
aider ft obtenir leurs dipldmes : 
*Jc discute avec eux Jes pre- 
ceptes du Coran et des Hadiths 
(paroles du prophete, NDLR). 
Ei je liens peaucottp a leur of- 
frir, ce donl j'ai etc prive. e'est- 
a-dire t'enseignement supe- 


Interview 

«Le muezzin se bouche les oreilles» 

Dr. Fakhri Abu Safieh est professeur de la loi musulmane d 
VUniversite du Yarmouk. Pour lui , le muezzin a une place 
essentielle dans l*Islam et doit respecter un certain 
nombre de rites bien etablis. 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda culture! d'Amman 

Cinema 

Cycle consiicre au reaiisateur Claude Chabrol. 
Poiilet au z'innigre, avec J- Foiret, C.Cellier (19S4). 
Dans une ville de province, un complot se fomerite 
pour exproprier une femme paralysee et son fils. 
Mercredi 9 octobre a 20h30 au Centre culture! 
francais. Tel.: 637009/636445/612658. 

Exposition 

Les oeuvres des grands maitres Catalans de ce siecle 
(Picasso, Mild, Dali...) sont a Djebel Lweibdeh, a la 
Galerie nationale des Arts, jusqu'au 28 octobre. 




Depuis trois ans, Amer se live tous les jours avant Paube pour se rendre a la mosquee de 
I’universite du YarmoukA Irbid. Sa mission : eveiller les esprits encore endormis pour 
les amener a la priAre. 


Le Jourdain : Pourquoi l’appel ft la priere 
est aussi important pour les musufanans ? 

Fakhri Abu Safieh : L’homme souvent ne 
rdsiste pas aux seductions et 
aux preoccupations de la 
vie. Le muezzin a done pour 
mission d’eveiller son atten¬ 
tion. de lui rappeler qu'il 
faut prier et s'adresser ft 
Dieu. 

Le Jourdain : Dans la re- 
ligjon istemiqne, quelle est 
la position du Muezzin ? 

F. A. S. : Selon les Hadith, 
te muezzin, ao jour do juge- 
raent dernier, sera un des 
trois persoonages envies par 
les gens car emanera de lui 
I'odeurdu muse (avec tui, il 
y aura aussi 11 mam et le vrai 
ddvQi). De plus, des 
homines, des «djinns» 

{demons) et mSme des ob- 
jets poutronl tfimoigner 
qu'ils 1 'emendaient appeler ft 
la priftre.'C'est une preuve supplemental re de 
sa pi£t£ et mfime un privil^e que Dieu^a ac- 
cordtS au muezzin. 

Le Jourdain : Que Des sont les conditions 
pour Store un boa nmeztin ? 

F. A. S.: II faui ttejft avoir une bonne voix. 
Ensuite, Ie muezzin doit biea effectuer ses 
ablutions. L'appel ft la priftre se fair debout et 
d’apris un hadith, il est preferable qu’il rocite 
ses doigts dans ses oreilles. afin d'avoir une 
voix plus claire et plus ague. La punctuality 


est aussi une quality essentielle du muezzin, il 
doit cotmaitre les heures exactes de chaque 
priftre (qui changent en function des jours et 
des saisons. NDLR). 

Le Jourdain : Et »lm‘ qui 
entend l'appel ft la prttre~. 

F. A. S. : Le musulman doit 
r 6 pdter tout ce que chante le 
muezzin. 

Le Jourdain : Est-il possible 
de dire sa priftre avant 
d'eotendre l'appel ? 

F. A. S.: D'abord, il faut rap^ 
peler que l'appel est considod 
comme un des rites de la 
pri&re. Les hommes ne sont 
pas autorisds ft prier avant la 
fin de l'appel. Dter qu'ils 
I entendent. ils doivent nor- 
malement se rendre ft la raos- 
DeyarU la mosquee qude. En revanche, les 
Al*Hussein femmes qui restent ft la mai- 
s°n l" (a mosquee de la 
femme*. NDLR) peuvent 
commence*- ^ pner dts qu’elies entendent te 
muezzin. 


L e jou rdain : Dans eertalnes roosqudes, les 

SSlSL p A^ re 801,1 

sur cassette. Qn'en pensez-vous ? 

F. A. S. : Quand c'est ndeessaire, 
1 enregistrernent esi utile. Mais cela ne peut 
reraplacer la presence d'un homme qui doit 
satis faire aux entires rcUgicux. ■ 

Propos recueiHis par Nahed Al-Khlouf 
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With Elton John 
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Robert Hilbnrn 

J0hn pre P ares to begin his 
fii?t US concert tour in more man two 
yrars. the quest™ many fans ^ aXrmis 

-S*S er « " *** to "“S ^ <Sf 10 

Diana, ft inccss of Wales, that is 
phenomenon around the world 
: “Absolutely not." the singer-composer 
m and firmly when asked duriS 
-aa mtCTVTewabout performing the special 
rasion of “Candle in the Wind” t£tte 
and lyncist Benue Taupin wrote for Pri£ 
cesspiana s funeral last 6 September. 

. • T |^ i .? nJ y ^ ever sing it again is if 
the ehddien JPnnces WlliiaiS and Hai^yT 
ask me. Otherwise. it would be totSly 
inappropriate. y 

John, 50, feels so strongly about the 
jnaner that he is uncertain about even sing- 

S nal -^ erSi0n of ‘ ,Cand,e ^ the 
Wind” again. That song, which he and 

Taupm wrote in 1973 about Marilyn Mon- 
toe, is one of the most popular of the Brit¬ 
ish performer s more than 50 US Top 40 

“Si* total surpassed only by Elvis 
rTBSiCj* 

I don t know how I'll eventually feel 


ows notwithstanding, 

he’s still standing 


Mm ' 


about that,” he continues. ‘To me that’s a 
totally different song, but it may be that 
the (feelings) will be too closely con¬ 
nected. 1 think I’m just going to put it to 
one side now...just drop it for a while and 
then see how I feel.” 

John is astonished at the reaction to the 

titkd “Candle in the 
Wind 1997, that has been released as a 
chanty single. Retail orders in the United 
States alone are il million, an unprece¬ 
dented number. 

“What is happening, I think, is that peo¬ 
ple want a memento of her and they've 
found that in the single,” he says. 

John's invitation to sing at the funeral 
symbolizes the way he has in recent years 
become such a respected figure 
Greatly affected in 1990 by the heroic 
struggle of teenage AIDS victim Ryan 
wmte. John overcame his own cocaine 
problems and in 1992 started the nonprofit 
Elton John AIDS Foundation, which has 
raised more than $13 million. 

To avoid appearing as if he is exploiting 
the new “Candle*’ single or the deaths of 
is friends. Diana and fashion designer 
Uionnj Versace, John announced this week 



that he will not make any further public 
ram meats to the media about the deaths. 

•tLS VC 1 ?. c ® nceJed tto appearance on NBC's 

Today show after the network aired pro¬ 
motions stating that John would be appear- 
on Hl e P ro S ram10 discuss the deaths. 

But the singer agreed to document his 
feelings about the deaths and other matters 
because the interview had been scheduled 
before Princess Diana's death, and because 
it is the latest in a series with the Los 
Angeles Tunes that dates back to 1970. 

On the eve of the iwo-month tour, which 
begins Oct. 10 in Winston-Salem, NC 
John talks about the events of recent 
months and the changes in his life in the 
90s. 

Many people might assume yon sim¬ 
ply met Princess Diana a few times at 
charity events, but the relationship was 
much closer, wasn’t It? 

Yes. I got to know her quite well and. of 
course, we had some things in common. 
We were both bulimic for a start and we 
both had marriages that failed and we were 
both extremely interested in AIDS. You 
could talk about those and other issues 
with her in a way that you probably 
couldn't with any other member of the 
royal family. That’s why she was such a 
special person. 


Elton John sings *Candle in the Wind’ during Diana’s funeral 


How did the invitation to sing at the 
funeral come about? 

It all happened quickly. 1 got a call from 
Richard Branson [the British entrepreneur 
and founder of Virgin RecordsJ. who said. 
“You might have to get prepared to sing at 
the funeral,” but I really didn't know until 
Thursday of that week that I was definitely 
going to sing. I think it was a matter of 
protocol, whether everyone involved felt it 
was appropriate. 

It was such an emotional moment. 
How did you avoid breaking down dur¬ 
ing the song? 

Basically, I just had to switch off men¬ 
tally. When the coffin came into Westmin¬ 
ster Abbey I cried and when it went out I 
cried, but the only time I came close to it 
during the song was at the beginning of the 
third verse. I just had to grit my teeth. 

In some ways, people looked on you as 
their representative, don’t you think? 

I feh very much like a representative at 
that moment. It was an honor just to be 


invited to the funeral, but to also be able to 
sing that song. It's probably the biggest 
honor of my life. I don't think anything 
will ever match ii for me. 

I was so touched by the way people 
reacted to Princess Diana's death The 
way they waited 11 to 12 hours in the'rain 
to sign Lhe (memorialJ books. Their dig- 
• nity. their generosity, their genuine out¬ 
pouring of grief. I've never seen anything 
like that. 3 e 

People say that's what it was like after 
inc second World War in England when 
people just goi together and shared their 
emotions. It was just a wonderful feeling 
for a week in England. ...The hope that 
maybe something positive could come out 
of this awfuiness. 

What about your relationship with 
Gianni Versace (who was stain 15 July 
outside his home in Miami)? That even 
had deeper ties than Princess Diana, 
didn’t it? . 

He was like a soul mate really, someone 
more or lew the same as me. ...Completely 
obsessive, slightly mad. always wanting to 
change things, to leant things. He taughr 
me so much about art. architecture. ...If we 
were in Venice, he would take me to every 
church. You would never have a dull 
moment with him. 






If you listen to some of the songs on 
your new album (the just-released “The 
Big Picture”), especially “Something 
About the Way You Look Tonight” and 
“Live Like Horses,” you’d think they 
were written after the deaths, even 
though they weren’t They are the kind 
of comforting and optimistic songs that 
help people through troubled times. Do 
you often turn to music yourself for 
comfort? 

Sure. There's a song on the new Beth 
Nielsen Chapman album about losing her 
husband (to a rare form of lymphoma) that 
has helped me deal with my grief. It’s 
called "Sand and Water" and it says every¬ 
thing I warn io say. It's weird because she 
gave me the tape before Gianni and Prin¬ 
cess Diana died and it didn't mean all that 
it does now. But now it is so relevant and 
I m going to sing it on the tour because it 
says everything I feel. I can't sing "Candle 
m the Wind." but 1 have to get something 
out of me and that song will help me do it 
I've asked her to write a new verse for me. 



Do you look back in your life on the 
Ryan White experience as a turning 
point? 

I would never have been able to cope 
with things that have happened to me if I 
hadn't changed my life. No way. Can you 
imagine if all this had happened eight 
years ago? My life is so much calmer, 
much happier now. 

What about your AIDS foundation? 
There's a lot to celebrate in the battle 
against AIDS isn’t there? 

Yes. people have been extremely gener¬ 
ous to our foundation and all the'"other 
AIDS campaigns, and so much progress 
has been made. But I think a lot of people 
have the perception that AIDS is goinc 
□way. but the fact it's Mill rising around 
the world, especially among women. 

Before people start calling you Saint 
Elton, they ought to sec the “Tantrums 
and Tiaras" documentary that is airing 


on Cinemas (Tuesday and Nov. 5). It 
shows you in a couple of real tantrums. 
Do you have any misgivings about that 
film? 

No, not at ail (laughing). It was my idea 
to do .that kind of documentary and David 
[Furnish, the director] did an excellent job. 
There's a program in England called “The 
South Bank Show" and it’s verv good, but 
it’s so reverential. So. I thought it would 
be good to try to break some ground, be a 
little braver. 

When I saw some of my had behavior, 1 
just laughed. Those things happen to every 
artist, especially after you get run down 
Irom weeks of louring, which is what hap¬ 
pened in the scene where I (storm off) the 
tennis court and say I'm never going to the 
South of France again. Well, you know 
what? I ve just bought a house there 
t laughs). So you see. life does go on. 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 
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Themo«i pleasurable shopping 
experience It s jusi about 
eventhing you need, ar low prices 
Amman-7ih Circle Tel- 814129 
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Home of the Char GriM 
for all your special 

When it Comes T; occasions West End has a 


% ExceUpnee*.^o 
“ Haws Ever Gone 


Open Daily 12:30 pm. - Midnight 
• Shmeisani above ChUi House 


New Style Of Flower 
Arranging Serving All 
Kinds Of Parties 
From A-Z, By Our 
Qualified Florists,and 
Landscape Gardener 


I For Reservation Tet 693053 


Jffelt 

World’s No.1 Pizza Chain 

“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
.■every kid’s meal" 

” Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
now at Pizza Hut ” 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

I si Circle. John/ Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily / 2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

TeS 63S96S 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room -! 


OAltOTEIi 



Amman Tel; 607193 
p n Box 9403 Fax 602434 

Telex 23888 Darutj Jo 

Ideal Residence tor 
Expatriate* and Businessmen 


Co/rz/oirZ 


Hotel Suites 

Ji„ Luxury Tel 

I, Comfort 8 

5 

(§ Service ~ 

l ^ o 

A. Location ^ 
In the Mof 8 
Sweifvieh 9 






SH1PPIK0 ntAHSPOftT 

AIRFREIGT ? 
SEA FREIGHT ? 
PACKING ? 
TRAVELLING ? 

U4 tfdnJte it 


TEL 684775 


ORLANE 

Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Body skin treatment 
O \jake-up 

O hu rope an manicures <!■ 
pedicures 

Qweider Trading Est 
Tel: 695049 


& S C *7 

' tfOTE L 


True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 
our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of ihc 
Red Sea io your wildest 
imagination 
Tel:314131/2. 



















































16 THE STAR 



j2mv~22<m3 

ffciSiS 


HP 

jwk 

- -V. v\" V\ 

COMPUTING & 'WBGN'TECM 

; VN® 

Edited by Zeid Nasser 





Intranets promise to give corporations huge 
productivity gains: 

‘ Intra ’ -Productivity 


By Jabru Ghnei'm 

Special to The Star 
THE INTERNET has intro¬ 
duced the greatest revolution in 
information sharing and distri¬ 
bution since the invention of 
the printing press. Still, the 
impact of the Internet on 
the world economy as a 
whole has not been fully 
realized yet- 

Behind the scenes, 
another force is shaping 
the world's macroecon- 
omy. This force is an 
Internet driven technology 
wc call the Intranet. 

Jniranets are simply 
internal networks in com¬ 
panies based on Internet 
technologies such as the (.• 
browser and the server, 

Unlike internal networks 
based on GroupWare pro- E J V-V~'A 
grams such as Lotus 
Notes, employees can access 
and search large amounts of 
data they would otherwise have 
to hunt down in databases', 
spreadsheets, and even hard¬ 
copy documents. Intranets are 
hot because they represent sim¬ 
plicity in terms of access and 
retrieval. Browsers in general 
have a universal look and feel 
that is easy to leam even among 
the most computer illiterate 
groups. In addition. many 
browsers and servers arc either 
freeware or lowly priced. 

Some companies like Micro¬ 
soft bundle them tor free with 
their hcavv-duly applications. 
Thus, corporations don’t have to 
invest huge sums of precious 
budget money on technology 
upgrades or training. 

What manv haven't realized 


vet is that Intranets have 
already made major contribu¬ 
tions to the productivity in 
many corporations worldwide. 

This change is best realized 
in three ureas: 

Customer Service: The best 



way to serve the customer has 
always been by a direct link 
with the people in charge, in 
addition to providing all the rel¬ 
evant information he needed 
which relates to the product or 
service offered. Intranets link 
the company's internal network 
with its sites on the Internet. 
Customers visiting the site can 
directly get any information 
they need or send e-mails and 
feedback directly to the people 
concerned. This helps compa¬ 
nies spot almost instantly any 
changes in the consumer's 
attitude. 

“Customer-centric'' comput¬ 
ing is the term that best 
describes this attitude, where 
many customer service func¬ 
tions are automated and compa¬ 
nies can do business directly 


with the customers. The result 
is greater consumer satisfaction 
and of course profits. 

Knowledge Sharing: Addi¬ 
tional workers don’t necessarily 
hamper productivity any more. 
Corporations are increasingly 
realizing that their mast 
important asset is the 
knowledge and experience 
their workers have. 

Using simple tools like 
e-mail, a true open door 
policy can be 
implemented. 

Management can hear 
directly from employees, 
thus knowing how to bet¬ 
ter steer their organiza¬ 
tions and increase compet¬ 
itiveness. In addition, co- 
workers can exchange 
knowledge and informa¬ 
tion. which enhances their 
ability to work together. 
This has caused a radical 
change at the microeconomic 
level changing the dominant 
economic paradigm from 
decreasing returns to increasing 
returns to scale. This means 

that increasing use of a knowl¬ 
edge resource'increases produc¬ 
tivity and not the other way 
around. 

Cost Sai’ers: With Intranets, 
administrators can use PUSH 
technology products to update 
internal systems whenever a 
user boots up his/her machine. 
This represents a huge saving 
for companies when it comes to 
IT costs in comparison with tra¬ 
ditional GroupWare solutions. 

Currently the Gartner group 
estimates that the cost of set¬ 
ting up an Intranet ranges from 
$50,000 to millions of dollars 



xoson oses licensing as 
anti-piracy weapon 


MICROSOFT IS trying lo 
encourage the region's corpo¬ 
rate software users to clean up 
by showing them the benefits 
of having legal software. 

Accordingly. Micro><oft has 
recently outlined its ’volume 
discount model* for corporates 
and the service and support 
available to legal users. 

The idea is to protect invest¬ 
ments in Arabization made by 
regional and international 
developers, which number is 
around 650 software products. 
Microsoft announced its licens¬ 
ing and support programs 
which show that it doesn’t nec¬ 
essarily have to cost a fortune 
for corporate buyers to 'be 
legal. Also, in the end these 
users will get belter value for 
money. 

Large software users tend to 
think that having one thousand 
licensed users means having to 
buy one thousand separate 


ill 




boxes. This is not the case, 
however, under programs like 
Microsoft's Select and Open. 
With Open, buyers make a pay¬ 
ment based on initial volume of 
products ordered. There arc 
three pricing pools and the 
more products ordered, the 
bigger the discounL 

Any number of products can 
be re-nrdered throughout the 
two year period of the agrve- 



Acquisitions & buyouts 

• Over the past couple of 
months, a scries of Acquisi¬ 
tions and buyouts have been 
announced in the international 
computer industry. 

Gateway 200f». a leading PC 
supplier based in the USA. 
announced its purchase of ALU 
(Advanced Logic Research), 
another well-known American 
PC manufacturer. The deal w.j> 


lor complicated systems. 

In addiiion to money intra¬ 
nets require a high level of 
cooperation hetween network 
and design specialists to 
achieve a structure that delivers 
optimal performance. It is also 
necessary for companies to 
have a clear purpose in mind 
when establishing an fnirane: 
or it will end up costing them 
live to seven times more than 
the aforementioned amount. 

In spite of the intricacies that 
might he involved. Intranets— 
in the long run of a company's 
life— deliver significant pro¬ 
ductivity gains that make it 
worth the effort. 

The tools available for build¬ 
ing Arabic Intranets in Arab 
corporations arc few and not as 


made at $ i^4 Million, allow¬ 
ing GjICwjv to immediately 
acquire the required expertise 
in the server market, including 
i null i -processi ng systems 

which ALR specializes in. 
ALR systems will Mill be avail¬ 
able under the same name. 

On aunt her note. Compaq 
announced that b hud finalized 
the arrangements involved in 
its purchase of Tandem Corpo¬ 
ration. j pioneer worldwide in 
the manufacture of fault- 


powerful as the Lutin applica¬ 
tions. The strongest and rela¬ 
tively most comprehensive tool 
available so far is Office 97 in 
Arabic trom Microsoft. 

Mien isof; claims that its* 
products allow users to build 
Intranets in 60 minutes. 

Other companies like Sakher 
oiler a set of solutions that 
include a search engine and an 
authoring tool in Arabic. These 
tools offer basic services, but 
will suffice if all you have in • 
mind is a basic Intranet that can I 
do the job. and take your opera- | 
tion into the 21 st century, 31 ] 


Email: 

GhncimJ @go.coni.jo 


ment at the pricing level deter¬ 
mined by the original order. 

With Select you make a fore¬ 
cast of how many licenses you 
will need during the following 
two years. You choose from 
three product pools— 

application, system end 
server—and discounts depend 
on how many points you pick 
up within that pool. Points 
awarded differ depending un 
the products you buy. To qual¬ 
ify for these discounts, users 
have to fulfil 25 percent of 
their forecast after six months 
and 50 percent by the end of 
the first year. 

Microsoft also outlined the 
various free and paid-up sup¬ 
port options that legal users can 
obtain. These range from three 
free-of-charge incidents for 
every registered operating sys¬ 
tem and desktop product, to 
Premier, a 24 .x 7 service for 
corporates. H 


tolerant sysiems. The idea is to 
increase Compaq’s ability to 
provide complete solutions, by 
utilizing Compaq’s well-built 
sales and support channels. 
Tandem users will benefit from 
an even stronger commitment 
in local markets. Technology 
exchange between companies 
will he to the benefit oF custom¬ 
ers. Another deal recently 
approved was the purchase of 
US Robotics by 3 Com. US 
Robotics is a major provider of 
modems and communications 
hardware in general, while 3 
Com delivers comprehensive 
networking hardware and solu¬ 
tions. This transaction creates a 
networking giant worth $6.6 
Billion, that should compete 
with the likes of Cisco. 

Dell opens Middle East 
office 

9 Dell Computer, one of the 
top PC manufacturers world¬ 
wide. has announced that it will 
open its Middle East office in 
Dubai during GITEX ‘97. the 
region's largest computer and 
information technology exhibi¬ 
tion. This move resembles 
Dell’s commitment to the 
region and its interest in being 
closer to its markets. 


Global One is ike Only provider of full Internet services in Jordan. 
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problem worldwide. - 

The way remarking, works is 
as follows. Specialists .remove 
the information engraved on a 
microprocessor and replace it 
with different information, srat- 
ing that it is another model. 

These ‘counterfeiters’ can create 
an impression that a. Pentium 
120 MHz processor is actually a 
I33MHz one ! Without proper 
checking using special software, 
buyers simply can t tell the 

difference. .. . ;• 

The danserous result is mat 

133MHz proc^*** 
actuailv got a 120MHz processor tunning!. 
this fact can he figured out in no time at 
running on vour system— otter all. any system ch^tangsofb’ 
ware will tell you exactly the speed attd make of die process®;; 
you’ve got—the real problem lies in the huge volume pc* •; 
chases made bv distributors who export microprocessors only 
and basically'cannot lest these processors before-they arc 

hooked up to the proper equipment. _ 4 - . ^ ? 

Usually, these counterfeit processor* are priced lower than ■ 
the going rate for a typical processor of dieir class. Thisns-.. 
why they represent an attractive purchase to the unknowing ; 
buver. and that’s how they have spread so fast. 

Apart from the immorality of making buyer pay more than; 
a processor is actually worth, there arc some dangers bsso-.; 
ciated with this forgery that could harm a computer system. *•' 
If a system is believed to have a high-speed-Penrnim capa¬ 
ble of certain levels of performance, then it will be configurer 
to utilize the supposed strength of the processor inside causing : 
a state of 'Over-Clocking' by which these processors heat up ,’ 
and stop working. The damages to data involved coukl be. 

hazardous. , • /.■: 

Intel, the world's leading producer of computet micropro* 
cessors. doesn't seem to be too concerned with this, matter,’as- 
it believes it is a very limited practice. However, it could result 
in a serious public relation.*, problem tor Intel if tl getsrOHf.O^L 
hand. Still, imel has not taken any legal action against;parties: 
that arc counterfeiting Intel's processors. • V 

One technical method that the company is applying toqnake 
ft more difficult for forgerers is by incorporating A delnate; 
engraved number li75. for example) on the lower ceramic-tiase. 
of "the Intel 75 MHz processor, and the letters iPP dri tfc same 
position of its Pentium 90 MHz processor and so forth. Jhesft. 
engravings are very difficult to re mo xe. 

Also, another technical solution Intel is applying\myplVefc 
providing ‘Cverspeed Protection' facilities in its latest proce^ 
sor. which prevents the wfcofe system from crashing once:.iLt£ 
over loaded, but provides a sign to the user regaining-tht 
actual speed of his/her processor.' . 

To better protect distributors and computer manufacturers, 
Intel has been training these parties to be able to tell taq ttiffer- 
ence between a forgery and the real tiling. Also., Intel’reeptne 
mends to distributors that they only purchase computer sys¬ 
tems that include the Intel Inside sticker as this raeans that'di^ 
manufacturer purchased the processor inside either.vd»fcetl£ : 
through Intel or through one of Intel's authorized channels^,*' * 
Apparently. Intel isn't the only chip producer to suffe< r4rom 
forgery. AMD microprocessors also undergo counterfcitir®^ 
Tnere'have been cases where K6-I66 processors haye?6ajni 

mU nc Vn-Ollll Whnf'c n -fis-.u !i>k mMnh»>rf7 Ifuiwtul-Mob 


acts may use. Remember, it’s‘worth checking with youtebo^. 
puter dealer if your next system actually has an ’Intel proeesv 
sor inside that hasn’t fallen under the meddling hands of cduiK: 
terfeirers’. S3 . f.J-i 

Email: Zeid ~Nas$ert§nets.amftr_ 
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By Alex Johnson 


POLICE BLOTTER: Fallout Irani the 
English briber}' investigation: 

The Premier League's report on under- 
the-table payments to grease player trans¬ 
it has revived police interest in the trans¬ 
fer of Teddy Sheringham from Nottingham 
Forest to Tottenham Hotspur five years ago. 

Prosecutors dropped their inve.Mjg.Uion in 
1^94. citing a lack uf evidence to sub¬ 


stantiate allegations ihat a Forest 

coach was paid S75.KK* to 

seal the deal. But the r^V 

league's investigators z.T & i 

are reported to have SjdSkwj 

uncovered persuasive (s-_ \ \ 

new evidence rfor Ej ^ 

example, that Ute pay- ^ 

ment took pi.icc at j 

hotel in Luion and that 

the executive used the money to pay for his 

daughters wedding». leading London ;inJ 

Nottingham police to begin inquiries. 

The problem is by no means an England- 
only phenomenon. The most prominent 
case* in the English probe, for example, 
involve transfers from Norway and Den¬ 
mark. as well. And it was the" Italian and 
Swiss branches of this story that stepped 
forward last week when Swiss authorities 


agreed to release details of a confidential 
bank account alleged to have been used for 
under-the-table payments in the transfer of 
Gistf Lentini from Torino to AC Milan in 
1992. 

In addition to the official $10.5 million 
fee for Lentini — the most expensive trans¬ 
fer in the world at the time — 
Milan authorities arc investigat- 
. •• ing whether AC Milan paid an 
yH extra $4 million under the 
table. Lentini, meanwhile, has 
’ D been chareed with tax fraud 


in a separate investigation. 

Meanwhile, the English 
scandal has turned so seamy that 
league officials—presumably the peo¬ 
ple who would want to keep a lid on public¬ 
ity —have complained that reporters arc 
underplaying the story. Mihir Bose of the 
Daily Telegraph, the most plugged-in of 
English reporters on this story - , reports that 
sources close to the investigation have said 
press coverage has given too much promi¬ 
nence to what he called "self-serving asser¬ 
tions of innocence” by some of the targets 
of the investigation. 

Belgium: ~ UEFA reversed itself and 
decided to ban Anderlecht from the next 
European tournament for which it is eligible 
for bribing the referee before a UEFA Cup 


semifinal match against Nottingham Forest 
in I9S4. UEFA had said it could coke no 
action because the offense took place more 
than 10 years ago. but it turns out that the 
Belgian Football Union referred the allega¬ 
tion to UEFA in 1992. inside the 10-year 
limit. That also opens the way for former 
Forest players to seek compensation in 
court: in expectation of such a ruling, the 
club has been working on a civil case since 
March. 

Meanwhile. UEFA President Lennart 
Johansson appointed a three-man commit¬ 
tee to find out why it took so long for the 
matter to surface, saying the documents 
reporting the matter in 19 * 4 ? mysteriously 
''disappeared.” 

**I have no reason to doubt they were 
sent, hut UEFA hasn't found these docu¬ 
ments.” he said. 

Bulgaria: First Division DnhnnJ/ha 
Dnhrirh. ihe club lhal walked off the field 
this month during a game it was losing, 
ostensibly to protect the referee, was fined 
$750,000 and banned from playing games 
at home for the rest of the year. The federa¬ 
tion also awarded Lokomotiv Sofia. 
Dobrudzha's opponents, a 5-0 victory. 

England: Kevin Keegan is hack. Kee¬ 
gan. who walked out on Newcastle United 
last season, citing the pressure of the job. 


Johansson becomes candidate for FIFA top job 


By Alex Johnson 

JOHANSSON, president of 
UEFA, the European governing body, 
inade official what has been apparent 
for more than a year, announcing he is 
a candidate to succeed Joao Havelange 
as president uf FIFA. 

“1 am ready to take up the dial , 
lenge,’* .Johansson, 67. said last week as 
he became the first formal candidate to 
u P» av ^n Se ’s imposing mantle. 
At a LIEF A _ meeting in Helsinki, 
Johansson positioned himself squarely 
as offering a new approach from the 
ofien-auloeratic Kavelange. promising 
“democratic'" and 'transparent” lead¬ 
ership, although he insisted his 
repealed use of those words was not 
meant as a commentary on Havelangc. 
Of course, Johansson also insists he' 
gets along just fine with the president, 
with whom he has quietly and noi-so- 
quieUy feuded for some time now. 

Showing a keen grasp of political 
campaigning. Johansson proposed that 
each or FJFA’s 19® member federations 
receive Si million every four years 
from World Cup profits. ’ 


Johansson is taking at least one 
chancy position, risking some or his 
European base by supporting propo¬ 
sals for a world dob championship, 
which many European federations 
oppose because they complain that top 
trams play too many games already. 

“I have no doubt that such a cup will 
take place,” said Johansson, who said. 
‘■You will have one champion from 
each of the six confederations, plus the 
champions of the host country and pos¬ 
sibly the reigning champions.” 

As expected, European representa¬ 
tives expressed concern. Swiss federa¬ 
tion President Marcel Mathier said 
that “when-1 look at a very heavy 
schedule of fixtures and look at when 
and where national teams play—I don’t 
see any leeway for another dub 
competition.” 

Despite a handful of missteps so far, 
Johansson remains the dear favorite 
for the job. His most likely major oppo¬ 
nent would appear to be Julio Gron- 
dona, president of the Argentine feder¬ 
ation, who has Haveiange's backing. 
While Grandona would make a credi¬ 


ble opponent, Johansson wouldn't he 
overly upset to see him enter the race. 
Issa Hayatou, president oT the .African 
confederation, has refused to tip his 
band but could well emerge as an 
insurgent candidate backed by the non- 
European federations; Grondona. how¬ 
ever, would be likely to fracture any 
anti-Johansson coalition. 

Meanwhile, Havelange's current No. 
2, General Secretary Sepp Blatter, 
made his strongest denial to date that 
he wants the job. saying he would be 
“delighted” to work for Johansson, 
assuming Johonnson “wanted me to 

stay_I am allied to FIFA, not just to 

whoever is the president, and 1 have a 
contract to remain ns FIFA’s general 
secretary until December 1998.” 

The deadline for candidates to 
announce is April 7; FIFA will elect 
Havelange’s successor sbortiy before 
die World Cup final round next sum- 


LA Times-Washington Post 
Sews Service 


w;lv named chief executive of Second Divi¬ 
sion Fulham, which is owned by Mohamed 
A] Fayed. Keegan’s first move was to 
replace coach Mickey Adams with former 
Queen's Park Rangers coach Ray Wilkins. 

France: The Fahrizio Ravanelli saga 
ended last week when the Italian interna¬ 
tional striker signed for Olympique 
Marseille. 

Ravanelli had earned on a loud public 
campaign to leave Middlesbrough of the 
English First Division, which finally man¬ 
aged to sell him oil for HR million. Rava- 
nclli. who signed a four-year contract, had 
demanded lor months that Middlesbrough 
sell him to a major club, hut he was the 
biggest ohsi.tcle: Boro had deals lined up 
with several clubs, only lor Ravanelli's own 
salary demands to scuttle them. 

Greece: Tlie players' union Inst week 
sjid it was considering a strike that would 
disrupt the njtiunj 1 team's crucial Ocl. 11 
World L'up qualifier against Denmark to 
proiesj the tide ol" foreign players flooding 
the Greek league The threat comes jliei the 
federation changed its regulations to 
increase ihc number of nun-Europeun 
Union players a team can field from four to 
six. a move the union said means even more 
Greek players will he squeezed out of jobs 
by imported slurs.... 

Glasgow Rangers ended up not huying 
AEK Athens after all. Instead, die Greek 
giants are now the property of English 
National Investment Co. 

Holland: Culminating almost a year of 
investigations, police arrested 20 people 
alleged to be responsible lor Holland's 
recent spasm of hooliganism. Seized in the 
operation were photos of soccer riots, 
knives and illegal drugs, police said. Ever 
since a man was killed in a hallle hetween 
Ians of Ajax Amsterdam and Feyenoond last 
season, police said il had become clear that 
Dutch soccer violence was being organized 
by a .small core of hiJoligaiis who have Liken 
to using cellular telephones and the Internet 
to prearrange fights 

Italy: The players' unum joined league 
and federation officials in complaining that 
there an? ion many foreign players in 
Scric A. 

"We arc wiinessing a curious phenome¬ 
non: a fully-fledged crusade, led by leading 
federal and club executives, observers and 
critics, against the massive numbers of for¬ 
eign players in uur championship." union 
president Sergio Campana vaid last week. 

Scotland: Call it whatever you want, but 
the 10 Premier Dirisinn teams have offered 
the 30 lower-division teams a JI.6 million 
bribe to hack the big clubs’ plans to break 
away Into a separate Premier League based 
on the English model. It's a state mem on 
the size of the economic gap between Scot¬ 
land's- big and liUlc dubs lhal the payment 
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Brazilian Ronaldo is one uf the footballers who plays in an Italian team ’ - 


—which averages about $53.WO per leant 
—may well he accepted at flic Scnttisi 
league meetings this week. On the o»iier 
hand, ihe .smaller clubs might as well lake 
the money, since a spokesman lor the hie 
dubs said they'll just go oft on their own 
regardless. 

Spain: Barcelona sinker Hrisio Sioieli- 
kov's battle with Couch Luui-. Van 
prcdiclably ended up '.villi Sloiehkov on 
losing end. Sloichkov. die Eulgjrir.n inier- 
nalionaJ who caiv civtdies for breakfast, 
said Iasi week dun Barca should lire Van 
Goal and reltirc Johan Cruyff. The problem 
seems lo be Van Goal's insistence lhal his 
strikers tackle back and pressure opposing 
defenders, skills for which Sloichkov is nut 
noted, to he polite t”Van G.i.ii thou id 
remember that I've been a sinker ui: nr- 
life, not ;i defender.” Sloichkov ;.aid. □■nonl- 
other things). 

Sloichkov, who’s .still It vine off his bril¬ 


liant performance in live 1994 World Cdp. iS- 
iikely to run into - brick wall if he tates;-?' 
iuij Van final, who cPach^i 'Aja* 1 
Atiislerdjm tu she European Cup.-ana*j&" 


tiw Barcelona leadership that 

uui iiuK’y Riib<on as coach in his J 3 ^- 
aiter or.c or the club's greatest scaM® 5 -' . 

.'Aecox cr. there's no chance a£ aD^r the - 
re uni o» Cruyil. whn.se primary pasiknc'3 1 , . ' 
the .Ttumen! ^ccnts to he suing Barcelona^-' - 

TIh- n !innl m _Aw'lMt- ' 


nine qualifying games, becomes 
!e:im in join champions Brazil and'rtdstt. 
France nc.r summer. H • ! •' 

L-i limes- WashinpDrtPosSt^ 
News Sertice 




































